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VOICE OF AMERICA 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 23,1953 

United States Senate, 

Senate Permanent Subcommittee on 
Investigations of the Committee 
on Government Operations, 

Washington, 0. C. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to Senate Resolution 40, 
agreed to January 30,1953, in Room 357 of the Senate Office 
Building, Senator Joseph R. McCarthy, chairman, presiding. 
PRESENT : 

SENATOR JOSEPH R. MCCARTHY, Republican, Wisconsin; 
SENATOR KARL S. MUNDT, Republican, South Dakota. 
SENATOR CHARLES E. POTTER, Republican, Michigan. 
SENATOR JOHN L. McCLELLAN , Democrat, Arkansas. 
SENATOR HENRY M. JACKSON, Democrat, Washington, 
SENATOR STUART SYMINGTON, Democra t * Missouri * 

PRESENT ALSO:. 

ROY COIW, Chief Counsel. 

DONALD SURINE, Assistant Counsel. 

DAVID SCHINE, Chief Consultant. 

HENRY HAWKINS, Investigator. 

RUTH YOUNG WATT, Chief Clerk. 

ROBERT MORRIS, Chiel Counsel, Subcommittee on 
Internal Security of the Senate Committee on 
the Judiciary. 
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SENATOR POTTER: Mr, Veyl , will you stand *nd be sworn, 
please? Do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, I 
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 
MR. WEYL: I do. 

SENATOR POTTER: Will you Identify yourself for the 

record,giving your name and your address? 

TESTIMONY OP NATHANIEL WEYL, 

3434 OAKWOOD TERRACE, NORTHWEST, 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 
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MR. WEYL: My name is Nathaniel Weyl; 1 live at 3434 

Oakwood Terrace, Northwest, Washington. 

MR. COHN: Mr. #eyl, wereyou ever a member of the 

Communist party? 

MR. WEYL: Yes, Mr. Cohn, I was. 

MR. COHN: And when did you Join the party, approximate!^? 

MR. WEYL: Approximately In December of 1932 or January 

of 1933 . 

MR. COHN; And what were you doing when you Joined the 
pa rty? 

MR. WEYL: I was taking post-graduate work in Columbia 

University at that time. 

MR. COHN: Wereyou taking postgraduate work at Columbia? 

MR. WEYL; That is right, yea. 

MR. COHN; Now, did you ever hear of a man named Donald 

Henderson? 


25 


MR. WEYL: Oh, yea. 
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MR. COHN: Doyou know Donald Henderson? 

MR. WEYL; I do. 

MR. COHN: Did you know him back in 1932 and 1933? 

I knew him in that period. 

MR. COHN: Now, was Donald Henderson a Communist? 

MR. WEYL: He was. 

MR. COHN: Was Donald Henderson, in addition to being a 

Communist an economics instructor at Columbia University? 

MR. WEYL: That is correct, yes. 

MR. COHN: Did there ever come a time when his contract 

was not renewed? 

MR. WEYL: Yes. The exact date of that you probably 

know. It was in ’ 32 or *33. 

MH. COHN: Would you agree with me if I said that was 

around the spring of *33? 

MH. WEYL: Yes. 

MH. COHN: By the way, Henderson was^a party member; is 
that right? 

MK. WEYL: Ho was, yes. 

SENATOR POTTEH: How do you know bo was a party member? 

Mil. WEYL: Well, I did not ever see him show a Communis 
Party card, but I was active in the N tlonal Student League, 
which was a Communist front organization. And there was what 
is called in the Communist movement a top fraction 
which is the group that guides or directs the policies of the 


1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 


V 


■■ 


whole organiza tioo and consists only of communist ’ rtj 
members. And both of us were in that fraction. 

SENATOR POTTER: Have you ever seen him in vbi<t Aia 

referred to as a closed Communist m-jeting* 

MR. lEYL; Yes. 

Where only Communists woulo bo .iiowec 

to attend? 

MR. WEYL: Y0S, Senator. These fractious are such 

meetings . 

MR. COHN: Kow, you say thero came a time when Dona 1C 

Henderson was a Communist was an economics Instructor at 
Columbia, and you say there came a time when hl„ contract at 
Columbia was not renewed; Is that correct? 

MR. WEYL: That is right, yes. 

MR. COHH: Did that cause quite a bit ot tuss In certain 

quarters, when Columbia failed to renew bis contract? 

EYL. Yes, tbe National Student League, which 

the Communist-directed national Student organization, and 

the Columbia Social Problems Club, which was then under 

control, made this a great free speech Issue. 

MR. COHH: Did you participate In this issue, as a 

Communist? 

MR. WEYL: I did. 

any recollection of having 

addressed a ..,tis, connection with this Incident? 
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MR. WEYL: I have a recollection of addressing a meeting 

but nothing beyond that. 

Ud. COHN: In connection with the Henderson ouster; is 

that right? 


Mtl. WEYL: 

Precisely, yes. 



Ml. COHN: 

Now, was that around 

the 

tine of his ouster? 

MH. WEYL: 

I think so. 



Ml. COHN: 

And if I were to tell 

you 

that the article 


in the Dally Worker reflected that the meeting took place on 
May 11th 1933, and that you were present and addressed a 
meeting, I assume you would not have any disagreement with 
the probable accuracy of that? 

Ml. WEYL: I would assume that Is correct. Of course, I 

have no specific recollection of the date. 

ML. C3HN: You remember a meeting but you do not recall 

the exact date? 

M;. WEY^: Iha t is right. 

M .. COHN: Nov, I am going to ask you about some of the 

othei peofcjle who addressed that same meeting >Lunltz , 

Jcshud EciitZi* 

Lid you know Joshua Kanj t^? 
m, • ^L: Yes, I did. 

.4’. COHN: W.iS bo then d aenibor of the (£>roaunlst party'* 

M .. WHYiL.: I think 1 can testify that be was a CoBBunlst 

I j;n not .jure that I could say specifically under oath that 
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he w.‘S a member of the party. 


Mi. 

COHN: 

He was a Communist? 


Mi. 

VKYL: 

Yes . 


a • 

COHN; 

Now, we also have a man by the name of 

Hers 


representing the International Labor Defense. 

Now, with reference to the International Labor Defense, 
do you know whether or not that bad any connection with the 
Communist party? 

Ma, WEYL: Yes. It was a ued-front organization 


controlled by the party. 

M4. COHN: Mr. Surine, do wo have any reference in the 

Guide to Subversive Organizations concerning the International 
I^abor Defense? 

M't. SUHINE: Yes. 


MH. COHN; I wonder if we could have that, Mr. Chairman? 

SENATOR POTTER : Yes. 

MR. SURINE: This was the official citation by the 

Souse Committee on un-American Activities, Including the 
citation of the Attorney General. 

Rather than read all of the citations, l will Just mention 
Lt was cited by the Attorney General as subversive and 
'ommunist and suggest that this be made part of the record. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Very well. 

(The information referred to follows:) 


From"CitationS by Official Government Agencies of 
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Organizations and Publications Found to be Communist or 
Communist-Fronts/^ December lo, 194b, prepared and released 
by the Committee on Un-American Activities, u. S . House of 
Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

Page 53, International Labor Defense 

1. Cited as subversive and Obmmunist. 

"Attorney General Tom Clark, letters to Loyalty 

Review Board, released June 1,1948, and September 21, 
194o. 


2. ’’Legal Ayra of the Communist Party. 

(Attorney General Francis Biddle, Congressional aecord, 
September 24,1942, p. 76b6) 

3. **it is essentially the legal defense arm of the 
Communist Party of the United States." 

It is the American Section of M.O.P.R. or Ked Inter- 
national of Labor Defense, often referred to as the Red 
International Aid. its International Congresses meet In 


(Special Committee on Un-American Activities, Reports, 
ranuary 3,1939, PP. 75 - 76: Also cited In reports, January 

1.1940, P. 9, June 35,1942 P. 19, March 29, 1944, P. 69.) 

4. "The International tabor Defense. was part of an 
nternation.l network of organizations for the defense of 
ommunli lawbreakers. At a conference held In Detroit, 
Icblgan, Aprli 27-20, 1946, the International Labor Defense 
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and the National Federation for Constitutional Iilbertieis 
merged to form thd new front, Civil Rigtits Congress/’ 

(Senate Congressional Committee on Un-american 
Activities, Report No, 1115, September 2,1947, PP. 1 and 2.) 

5. ’’One of the more potent and obvious Communist-- 
front organizations,” 

(California Committee on Un-American Activities, 

Report, 1947, P, 214) 

6, ’’The Communist Party established the Internationa 
Labor Defense in this country during the summer of 1925, 

as the United States section of the International Red .lid, 
with headquarters in Moscow.” 

(Massachusetts House Committee on Un-American 
Activities, Report, 193 , PP. 19o and 342.) 

7. ”An organization whose Communist character and 
international affiliation are a matter of public record,” 

V 

Yc^rk City Counci 1 Committee In ves tiga ting the 
Municipal Civil Service Commission.) 
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Mft. GOHN: Y0u say it was cited by the Attorney 

General as Communist? 

MH. WKYL: Yes. 

MH, COHN; When I talked to you over the week-end, I 
asked you about a man named Reed Harris . 

MR, WEYL: That la correct. 

MH. COHN; And I asked you whether, he was a Communist, 
and you said you had a certain impression concerning him 
being a Communist, but you would not care to testily about 
this, because your recollection was dim, and you could not 
recall the facts upon which an impression was based. Is 

that still your feeling? 

MR. WEYL: rfell, yes, except that I feel, for the reasont 

you have given, I Should withdraw the impression. In other 
words, if it is an impression that can’t be substantiated, 
perhaps it should not be in the record. That is, of course, 

up to the Senator. 

MR, COHN: You cannot recall the facts upon which it was 

predica ted? 

M.l. WEYL: precisely. I can’t. 

MH. COHN: I want to ask you about one or two other 

organiza tions . 

First of all, are you familiar with an organlzationj 
known as the American Student Union? 

MH . WEYL : Yes . 
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M». COHN: Did tbe Commuolats have any connection with 


2 

that organization? 


3 

M:.\'EYL: They did, Mr. Cohn. There were two student 


4 

orga niza tions in ' 32-33 , >ne of which was completely Communist- 


5 

c on tx* o X cf , b© ^ 1 t 



, 1. X okuuvDi 1 BnCi vu© 0 t D6T W3S 


6 

controlled by socinlist groups. That was the Student League 


7 

for Industrial Democracy. These two organizations merged 


8 

iito the .American Student Union, I think it is. 


9 

SENATO.-i JACKSON: Was that a part of the League for 


10 

Industrial Democracy? 


11 

M.t. »EYL: Thd Student League for Industrial Democracy. 


12 

And in the merger efthe two groups Into tbe Amerlcsn Student 


13 

Union, the Communists took control. But, of course, the 


14 

Socialist students and League for Industrial Democracy studeni 

8 

15 

remained in the new organization until it became so obviously 


16 

Communist they bad to get out. 


17 

SENATOH POTTER: Your testimony is as it relates to 


18 

Columbia University? 


19 

MR, WEYL: No, sir, as to tbe national student afovement. 


20 

SENATOR potter: I see. 


21 
o-o 

MR. COHN: Let me ask you this, if l may. Are you 

- 


familiar with the Aiaerlcan Student Union as of , say, 1937. to 1 

938? 

23 

MR. WEYL: No. That would only be by hearsay. 


24 

hr. COHN: When did you leave tbe Communist Party, by the 


25 

way, Mr. Weyl? 
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MR. WSYL: I dropped out about *37 or *3U, and broke wit 

the CoBDunlst Party at the tine of the Hitler-Stalin pact. 

MR. COHN: By the way, didyou know ^Iger Hiss? 

MR. WEYL: Y^s , I did. 

MM. COHN: Did you know Alger Hiss to be a member of the 

Communist Party? 

MR. WEYL': Yes, I did. 

MR. COHN: were you in the same Communist cell with 

Alger Hiss at one time? 

MR. WBYL: That is correct. 

MR. COHN: Let me ask you this, Mr. Weyl. Did yoi ever 

encounter an orgaeization known as the League of Anerican 
Writers? 

MR. WEYL: Yes. 

MR, COHN:- And did that have any connection with the 
Communis ts? 

MR. WEYL: It is my distinct impression that this w<s 

Communist-controlled . 

MR. COHN: I would ask, Mr. Cbairmau, if from this 

Guide to Subversive Organizations, compiled by the House 
i t 

Committee be ^oted in this record that the Attorney Gonoi>.l 
of the United States has cited the League of Americjn !^rlters 
as subversive and Communist at page 

SENATOR JACKSON : From wba t t ime on? 

MR, COHN: June 1, *48, by the .Attorney Genera i, i an 
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Borry 


2 

The latest citation was Septonber 21,194o. it was 


3 

cited first by the Attorney General, September 24th, 1942. 


4 

In the course of the citation, the Attorney General 


6 

stated — Attorney General Francis Biddle stated: ’’The Leagu 


6 

of American Writers was founded under Communist auspices 


7 

Id 1935** and so on' and so forth. 


8 

Of course, Senator Jackson, the citation when announced 



9 

is predicated on the past activities of the organization 


10 

ratharthan its status at the moment. it is cited as sub- 


a “ 

verslve. 


B 

,9 ^ in 



O . 12 

60 ^ 
c - 

SENATOR POTTER; The citation will be made a part of 

i 

o 

If “ 

the record. 
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(The citation follows:) 
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MR, CHON: T^iank you, Mr, Chairman. 

MR, WEYL: May I add to the answer I just gave you? 

Mil, COHN; Surely. 


4 

5 


MR, WEYL: When I say that this organization was, to the 

best of my belief. Communist-controlled, i don’t mean to Imp 
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that all the members were Communists or that they were aware 
of that control. 

Mil. COHN: I see. 

I think that Is all I have of Mr. Weyl, Mr. Chairman. 

SENATOR SYMINGTON: Counsel has asked some of the ques- 

tions I was going to ask, but I have a few. 

Did you ever know Lee I’ressman? 

MR. WEYL: YejB , I did. 

SENATOR SYMINGTON: Tell us a little about that. How 

did you know him apd where? 

MR, WEYL: Lee Pressman was a member of tke Ware Unit 

of the Cbmmunltf Party In Washligton, D. C. In fact, Pressman, 
Hiss, and I were among the eight or nine people who met with 
the first meeting pf that organization, I presume. So I was 
in this Communist cell with him for a period of approximately 
nine months . 

SENATOR SYMINGTON: What are you doing now, Mr, Weyl? 

MR. WEYL: 1 am a writer, sir. 

SENATOR SYMINGTON: You live in Washington? 

MR. WEYL: Yes, sir. 
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: ^^YMINOTON: Now, with respect to Mr. lieed 

a rrria / say i t yor,r Impression he was a Comamais t . 
go 

Jc you want to 4nt0 tnat a little bit? 

M WEYL: I ^oald like to withdraw that, Senator, and 

explain how little I know about him. 

loed Hjiris wjjs either expelled from Columbia or 
forced out during the academic year, 1931-32. 

I was an undei^gradua te student in Columbia until ^31. 
Then, during the year of Harris's expulsion, I was taking the 
first year of my postgraduate work in the London School of 
Economics in London. So when I returned to Columbia to 
take my second year of gradua tework, Harris had already been 
severed from the University, Therefore, anything that l might 
recollect about him would be pure hearsay. I couldn^t give 
a source for the hearsay, after ten years. 

SENATOR SYMINGTON: What was the hearsay that you heard? 

MR. WEYL: Well, that is Just why I didn^ t really want 

this in the record. 


SENATOR SYMINGTON: Well, we might as well have it in 

the record, because you have put it in the record now. 

When you indict a fellow, the fact you withdraw it later 
o^ is not very conclusive, so there must be some reason why 
you had an impression that Harris was a Communist, and I would 
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like to know what It was. 

MR. WEYL: Yes. Well, again, subject to imperfection 
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of recollection afjter this period, the Social Problems 
Club bad fallen unjder Communist control during the timowhen 
I was in London . 

SKNATOK SYllINl&TON: The Social problems Club? 

MR. WEYL: Ye^. 

And what is that? 

MR. WEYL: This was — I don^t know whether it still 

exists — the radical club of Columbia University. And I had 
been president of It during my undergraduate days for, i 
think, two years; it which time I was a Socialist and the 
club was Socialist* 

During the ye^r of my absence, it fell under Communist 
domination. So, op my return, I Joined the Executive Board 
of the Social Problems Club, and I can remember a discucsiou 
of the Reed Harris fight. 

SENATOR STMINGfrON: When was that? In what year? 

MR. WEYL: This is the academic year of *32 -'33. 

3*HATOR SYllHtGiroH: 1 thought you were a COB.uoist theo. 

MK. WRYI.: I hecBne a Comajuuist to«arU tbo Middle ol that 

academic year. 

SENATOR SYllINGtON: I see. 

MR. WEYL: But I was sufficiently sympathetic to be brougjjt 

on the Board of a Communist-controlled student group of vbich 
I had previously been president. So that all i can recoil .ct 
ts really that the dampaign on Reed Harris, *hlcb was discusse 
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before me as past bistory, and Xn v;hicb X hud i;jtire: t, 

I 

was led by a group wbicb was at tbw tluio v.'jd« . 
eostroiv '•••• 


.-iDd as to testifying that ay lapre*ision oZ xiavviis ^v.ia 
this: When Mr Cobjn asked me tbls ovev the telvpboue, i 

simply said tbls IR vaguely my Improesloii, but i would 
If possible, not to bave any such In^llutment on my pa.vt A’a „• 
record, because It is an Impression certainly cue' t 
stantlate, and i dOn* t knew whether it Is correct. 

SENATO^ti sraiNiSTON: Then your Impressions If any, 

with respect tofbed Harris being a CoannunlEt , weze based on 
® ® nlaa t Ion doml na ted by Communis 

a fight against hi# expulsion from Columbia? Is that jbout t?|e ' 
-net., of ..It? 

MR. WEYL:. Yed. And that Is not a necessary Inforence 
at all, of course, as to him. 

SENATOR POTTBH: For what reason was he expelled? 

MR. WEYL: This I Just don't recollect. i was not there 

at the ttxe. iiid I didn't feel l should refresh 
by newspaper files before coming here. 

MR. COMM: Old you participate In tbls meeting 

Communist, Mr. Weyl? 

MR. WBYL: Yel)., lot me see If I understand the questiou. 

MR'.'''c6Mh‘: ■Lot''iia withdraw that. 

Henderson was Ousted as an economics inshructor at 
Columbia » Mow^ did < the Communist' organlza tlon or leadOr" 
sPpouas the demonstration to have him vmi.amtAtjmAo 
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before ne ae past history, and in which I had no Interest, 

I 

was 1« d by a group which was at the time unde>: Communist 
control . 

And as to testifying that my impression of Harris was 
this; When Mr Cohn asked me this over the telephone, I 
simply said this is vaguely my Impression, but l would like, 
If possible, not to have any such indictment on my part in th 
record, because it la an Impression \ certainly canM sub- 
stantiate, and I don’t know whether it is correct. 

SENATOR SYMINGTON: Then your impressions if any, 

with respect to teed Harris being a Communist, were based on 
the fact that an organisation dominated by Communists led 

a fight against his expulsion from Columbia? is that about tl 
net of it? 


Ml. WKYL: Yes. And that is not a necessary Inference 

at all, of course, as to him. 

SKKATOR P0TTK8: For what reason was he exi>elled? 

MR. WBYL: This I Just don’t recollect. I was not there 

• t tb* tl»., ,„d I dlda't (eel i .bould refresh .y recollecU, 
by newspaper files before coming here. 

MR. CCHN: Did you participate in this meeting as a 


Communist, 


Mr, Weyl? 


ME. WlYL: 

MR. COHN: 


Henderson 


'olmtihla . Now 


Well, let me see if i understand the question. 
Let me withdraw that. 

was ousted as an economics instructor at 

> 

did the Communist organization or leader 


r^ponse the demons tra t ion to have hii 
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Let roe put it that way. 

MR, WEYL: Y^8 I operating through fellow traveler 

organizations. ' 

SENATOR POTTER: I thint possibly, along that line, 

would you answer the question of 3^ 
Symington concerning your impression or upon what basis you 
gained your lnipre$slon, that Harris was a Coairounist? 

MH. WEYL: I have been trying to see how I could with- 

draw that statement. Because, in the first place, there is 
this gap of twenty years. Secondly, if i ever knew Reed 
Harris, I have no recollection of it. The only thing I do 
know is that the Reed Harris case, involving his expulsion 
seyt*rane6 froiB iColiimbla occurred at a tino when i was 

that I was not preeent at the campue 
that time. And I can merely recollect discussion about 
it. But with this gap in time, I would not like to give 
any impreaeion as to what Heed Harris was or was not. The 
fact that the Social Problems Club, which was Communis t- 
dt>min j ted , defended him, does not necessarily mean that he 
hlnisej.f was a Communist. 

Ml. COHN: Did the Social Problems Club defend him? 

Is that your recollection? 

Ml. WF^L: That is my recollection, 

THH CHiiliUlAN: Was Reed Harris a teacheir or a student 
3t that t iiue ? 
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ttii-. - WEYL: A 'S'tudeDt . 

THE CRilHlLAK: you b»ve the record of bis expul- 

sion and th^ reasons for It? 

MH. COHN: We have a whole file on It, Senator, and 

will develop that. 

SENaTOII POTTER: Senator Jackson, any questions? 

SENATOR JACKSOK: I was Just trying to find out whether 

Mr. Harris was active in the Social Problem Club, 

MR, WEYL: I cin^t testify to that, Senator. 

SENATOR: =JACKSOJlf: Ms he at the tlae you were In It? 

At the time you wer^ in it, it was dominated by the SoclallstJ, 
a hd you were then a Soc ia list? 

MR. WEYL: Yes. 

SENATOR tlACKSOIf: And that was in 1931-32? 

MR, WEYL: This was roughly ♦ 28 to February of ^31, 

SENATOR JACKSOMI: 1928 to February of 1931? 

MR. WEYL r ^31. 

SENATOR JACKSOMI: And then? 

MR. WEYL: In ^$1 and *32, I cane back for further 

graduate work and agiin became active in the Social Problems 
Club . 

SENATOR JACKSON: When did it move from dominance by 

the Socialists to cdtiti\ol by the Communists? 

MR. WEYL: In ^^1 and ’32. 

SENATOR JACKSON:! 1931 and 1932. 

MR. WEYL: Yes. 
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> ^ 


SENATOR JACKSON: And when waa the protest filed by the 
cluL in behalf of Mr. Reed Harris? Do you remenber? 

Mr. WBYL: All I can say about that, Senator, is that t 

case was in 1931-32. The Reed Harris case was in that 
acadeaic year. 

SENATOR JACKSON: In the spring of 1932? 

MH. COHN: Was it in the spring of 1932? 

MR. WBYL: At which I was in London. So 1 have no 
knowledge about that. 

SENATOR JACKSON: Now, was he a aenber of tbe club 

when you were in it? 

MR. WBTL: This would nean the, two and a half years in 

which it was a socialist club. 

SENATOR JACKSON:” 192S to 1930. 

MR, WBYL: *3s to February, *31, 

SENATOR JACKSON ; Yes . 

MR. WBYL: If he was , I don’t remember. We had a fairly 

large club, I think a hundred neaibers . 

SENATOR JACKSON: Then was I he a member of the club after 

you came back? 


MR . WBYL : No, be wasn’t in Columbia at that t ime . 

MR, COHN: He bad been expelled. 

SKMATOR POTTER: Tour rocollectlon ts as to what ws told 

as to wbat bappened to tbe club during the year you wore 
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MR. WEYL: Yes. And then, of course, cominj back to 

the club and finding it was Communis t-domina ted on my 
return. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Let me ask you this: When you came back 

to the club, did you have occasion to talk with any otkoi* 
Communists about the removal of Harris, or do you recall'* 

I know that is a long time, twenty years. 

MR. WEYL: Senator, I am afraid my recollectionof that 

is too vague. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I assume by that time the name, Harris, 

had no special significance, and there was no particular 
reason why you would recall all the details twenty years 
la ter . 

MR. WEYL: 1 remembered the name. Senator, when Mr. Cohn 

telephoned me, hut I don^t remember any details about it. 

SENATOR JACKSON: Was the remembrance more about the 

controversy on the campus? 

MR. WEYL: Yes, that was one of the — 

SENATOR JACKSON: Well, bis name was in prominence, 

because he was up for ouster, and groups were rallying 
behind him. 

MR. WEYL: I believe this is the case.; Again, I wasn^t 

there at that time, and that that is probably the reason I 
recalled something about it when I was telephoned. 

SENATOR POTTBH: Any other questions? 
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1 

SEHATOR JACKSON: Why did you join the Coaununlst Party? 


2 

Because of the ecoQonlc conditions? 


3 

Mil. WEYL: They dldn^ t affect me particularly. 


4 

I think the main reason was that I had been in Europe 


5 

and bad seen the rise of the Nazis to power, and I was a 


6 

Socialist, you see, to start with, and felt that a revolution- 


7 

ary organization would be needed. 


8 

SENATOR JACKSON: To stop the Nazis? 


9 

MR. WEYL: Right. 


10 




uJ&riAiuii JACKouii : YOU Dad your own iudopendODt laeans ox 


11 

getting along? 


12 

M?., WEYL: That is right, yes. 


13 

SENATOR JACKSON: I mean, as far as going to school was 


14 

concerned, it was no problem for you from the standpoint of 


15 

making your own way? 


16 

MR. WEYL: No, it wasn't. 


17 

SENATOR JACKSON: You had an independent means , 





18 

MH. WEYL: That is right. 


19 

SENATOR POTTER: Any other questions? 


20 

THE CHAIRMAN: I want to thank you very much, Mr. Weyl. 


21 

MR. COHN: Were you ever a member of the League of 


22 

American Writers? 


23 

MR. WEYL: I attended one of their conferences. 


24 

MR. COHN: About when? 


25 

MR. WEYL: I can't recall. I would think *35. 
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Mi. COHN: 
M.l. WEYL: 
Mil. COHN: 
Mli. WEYL: 


^3 9 ? 

N^, I would tblnk 1935. 

Jufit after its organization? 

And if I was a nember ^ it was simply pro 


forma . 


Mit. COHK: Did you know that it was Communist-controlled’ 

MR. WEYL: I assumed so, yes. 

SENATOR JACKSON: What percentage, would you say, of the 


writers, were Communists? 

MR. WEYL: This would also be guess work, but since It 
was a large organization, I would assume the percentage was 
sma 11 . 


SENATOR JACKSON : Very aa 1 1? 

MR. WEYL: Small, yes. 

SENATOR JACKSON s Wbat do you mean? Relatively speaking, 
!at would you say? 

MR. WEYL: I can’t testify on this in terms of knowledge, 

don’t know whether I should guess. 

SENATOR JACKSON: Well, were some of them actually naive 


that belonged, did pot know that it was Communist-controlled? 

MR. WEYL: Oh, yes. Yes. This was so about most of 

these fellow traveler organizations at that time. 

SENATOR POTTER: This was a front organization establishe 

ly the (bmmunlsts and controlled by the Communists, I think, 
be record will establish. 
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JACKSON: Yes. I was just trying to find out 

whether a substantial number of them knowingly belonged. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I think the history of these fronts — 

and I think Mr. Weyl will back me up on this — that the 
principal thing that has made them valuable to the Communist 
Party is that they have been able to get good names and some 
well meaning dupes to belong to a front. 

t night say in all this Investigating 1 have been doing 
over the past three years, I have never been Impressed by 
the fact that a nan belonged to one particular Communist 
front. I want to find out bow active hems in it, wbo his 
close associates were in it, and if you find that be belonija 
to a number of them. — 

SENATOR JACKSON: Where there is a pattern established. 

SENATOR POTTER: That it is by design rather than happen- 

stance. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Yes. Because it is pretty easy to write 

to Senator Jones and say: -‘Will you contribute ten dollars 

for the benefit of the starving children of China" and you maj 
send in ten dollars, and they get your name on the list, and 
it is very easy. But i think the significant thing, as I 
have said, has the club actively supported the individual 
when he was in trouble? 

You may have covered this already, but, very 
briefly; The Social Problems Club, you say, was Comamnist 
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controlled when you returned from Europe and were active to 
some extent in the club? 

MR. WEYL: Yes. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Would you say it was organized under 
Communist auspices originally? Or was it later infiltrated 
and controlled? 

MR. WEYL: No, it was later Infiltrated. The history 

of that, briefly, is 'that when I came to Columbia in 
the Social Problems Club already existed, but as a tiny 
little organization of about seven or eight members. i becaa] 
the president of it and it Was under socialist control. 

THE CHAIRMAN: You became the president in 192d. At 

that time you were a Socialist not a Communist? 

MR. WEYL: Yes. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I see. 

I know this has all been covered. When did you become a 
member of the party? 

MR. WEYL: Either December of »32 or the January follow- 
ing,-,,,. 

THE CHAIRMAN: So you did not become a member of the 

party until you returned from Europe? 

MR, WEYL; That is right. 

THE CHAIRMAN: So would you be in a position then to 

estimate at this time when the Social Problems Club became 
completely under Communist control? 
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UR. WEYL: All I could say about that natter, Senator, 

Is that when I left for England, in the early spring of ’31, 
under socialist control. When I returned from 
England — strike that. 

When I left Colunhla , finishing ny undergraduate work 
in >31, it was socialist-controlled, and when I returned 
from England, in the fall of >32, it was under Conmunlst 
control . 

THE CHAIRMAN: The thought that occurs to me is this: 

that you were not a Communist when you left. You were when 
you returned. I was just wondering if you would have any way 
of knowing definitely when you left whether it was under 
Communist control. You were not a Communist yourself, did 
not know who the Communist members in the club were. The 
first time you had contact with it after you returned 
you knew it was Communist controlled. Is it not entirely 
possible it was Communist controlled at allthe times that 
you were associated with it? 

J 

MR. WEYL: No, that wouldn’t have been possible. Senator 

because we were aware of who the Communist leaders on the 
campus were. 

THE CHAItlMAN: I see. 

MR. WEYL: And we were aware of the majority that we had. 

Now, on ray return from London — at this time I was 
veering toward communism but was still a member of the 
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Socialist ^jrty. 

Oao oi the first things 1 learned in Columbia was that 
the Sociulist who had succeeded me as president had lost 
control at some time during the academic year in which I was 
not in the country. He could testify on that matter much 
more fully , I ara sure, and be was certainly there, in the 
Social Problems Club, at the time of the Reed Harris fight. 

SENiiTOrfc JACKSON: Is he available now? 

MR. WEYL: I would think so; his name is Maurice Jackson 
Goldbloom. I have given Mr. Cohn that name. 

Mii, COHN: When you particlpa ted in this demonstration 

meeting in connection with Henderson^ s ouster, was Henderson 


at that time a 

CoDUDunist? 

MR. WEYL: 

Yea . 

MR. COHN: 

And were you a Communiat? 

MR. WBYL: 

If It la May, yea. 

MR. COHN: 

May of *33. 

MR. WEYL: 

Right . 

MR . COHN : 

You wore both Communlata? 

MR. WEYL: 

Yea. 

MR. COHN: 

And you aay Mr. Kunltz 

MR. WEYL: 

I aald ''communiat'* with a i 


was a Communist? 


I should give my reason for that. Because you asked me, I thli 
very properly, about Henderson. 


MR. COHN: Surely. 
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MR. WKYL: On'e of «y first activities in the Communist 

Party was to be assigned, I think by Browder, to a committee, 
which was supposedi to organize what l believe was the first 
anti-Nazi organization in the United States. And this was 
a steering committee of a>mmunis ts ,in which we discussed 
means of influencing non-Communists , — 

MR. COHN: Was be on that? 

He Was on that. 

MR. WKYL: ^ -r- so I can*t say that heaas formally a 
member of the Communist Party, but he was certainly under 
party discipline, or be wouldn’t have been there. 

MR, COHN: Can you tell us whether the International 

Labor Defense was Communist-controlled? 

MR. WEYL: That is common knowledge, yes. 

MR. COHN: Did you know Heywood Broun? 

MR. WEYL: ‘ Yes, I did. 

MR. COHN: Heywood Broun was at one time a socialist; 

is that right? 

MR. WEYL: At the time I knew Broun he was active in the 

Socialist Party. 

COHN; Do you know whether Heywood Broun became a 
Communis t? 

MR. WEYL: I do not know that. 

SENATOR JACKSON: He was an admitted Communist. That is a 
matter of admission. 


MR. WEYL: I didn't know that 


personally, so I can’t 
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testify . 

THE CHi^IRMAN: So you had four speakers protesting the 

rewoval of a Comnunlst, Donald Herfderson; three of then are 
Communists, twoj to your knowledge, the third one by his own 
admission; the fourth one was Reed Harris, 

Would you, having been a member of the Communis t party 
yourself and having been a speaker at that time, attach any 
significance to Harris being present defending a Communist, 
wltb three other Comn^unist speakers defending him also? 

WoiLd that indicate to you that Harris might also be a member 
of the party? 

MR. TTEYL: I would not infer from that that be was a 

member of the party. And may I elaborate on this a bit? 

THE CHAIRMAN: Tes . 

MR. WEYL: I think I should say, first, that 1 don* t knov 

Mr. Harris and don*t know what the evidence is . I am Just 
trying to take it as if it were simply a problem of unknown 
people. Harris was apparently a very important figure on 
the Columbia campus, and he was a name with great drawing 
power . 

In the first place he bad been the editor of the 
Spectator, and in the second place, he had been expelled under 
conditions that gave him a lot of publicity. 

So he would be a logical man to get in on a large protest - 
meeting. And the fact that the other speakers were 
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Communist <bes not, to my way of thinking, mean that he 
necessarily was at all. 

MR. COHN: Does it have any significance? 

MR. WEYL: Well, I think if you had many such episodes, 
it would, yes. 

MR, COHN: In other words, is this a fair statement: 

You would regard that as one circumstance which, in itself, 
was certainly not conclusive one way or the other, and you 
would want to see it in its setting, whether ot not it is a 
pattern, or whether it is an Isolated instance, and so on and 
so forth, along with the other facts in the record? 

MR. WEYL: Oh!, yes. And also depending on his explana- 
tion of why he was there. 

I might say, about the Henderson matter, that Henderson’} 
dismissal was defended by a much larger group than the 
Communist Party. 

In the first place, there was a conflict between the 
university and ourselves as to what the issue was about. 

V 

MR. COHN: You mean between the university and the 

Communists? 

MR. WEYL: Yes, or between them and the university, — 

MR. COHN: As a matter of fact, there was the same 
controversy as to Harris’s dismissal. 

Columbia said it was for one reason and the Communists 
said it was for another reason. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 


5051 


Mi. ViKYL: 10 this case, it would simply be hearsay, 

b^’cause I t there, 

cJYMINGTON: Briefly, why was Harris expelled? 

We have not had that in the testimony yet. 

Mil, WEYL: I don^t remember, sir. 

^KNATOr. iYlliHGTON: You said it was a very big thing, 

and yot you still do not remember how big it was or anything 
about it at all. Is that it? 

Mil. WEYL: That is right. It came to me as something 
that was already over when I returned, and I had no particula] 
interest in it. 

THE CHAIilMAN: See if you recall this: At the time thai 

both Henderson was expelled and Harris was expelled, the 
Communist elements maintained their being expelled was 

c e c a us ^ 

they were liberals, and that the expulsion has nothing to do 
with their Communist or radical activities. The university 
maintained they were expelling them because of their Communist 
line or extremely radical activities. Is that correct? 

MR. WEYLr No, sir , it is not. Again, it is my recollec- 
tion, and I will speak only of the Henderson case, the 
Social Problems Club took the view that he was expelled for 
liberalism and for being the president of the National Student 

League. Now, the university said be was not being expelled 

but 

because of bis political convictions/because be had cut too 


many classes. He hadn* t taken his Ph.D. and it was more or 
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1 


leas assumed tbd: after so many years an Instructor should 
do that. The university view was that he had neglected 
his academic work for political activity. 

THE CHAIRMAN: And did your Communist group feel he was 

being expelled because he was a member of the party, because 
of bis activities in the party? Was that what you felt at 
that time? 

MR. WEYL: Very frankly, I felt. Senator, that the 

university was right. 

SENATOR JACKSON: Are we talking about Henderson now? 

MR. WEYL: About Henderson. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I want to know whether the Communist 
groups, of necessity, bad to discuss this matter, about one 
of their members being expelled. 

The questi'on is : did they feel be was being expelled 
because of his Communist activities? 

MR. WEYL: Yes. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Now, I do not want to put any words i?) 

your mouth, but am I correct in this: that the situation, in 
so far as Harris was concerned, is almost identical to the 
Henderson situation in so far as the reasons for expulsion 
were concerned, in so far as the defense he got from the part^ 
and front groups was concerned, in so far as the reasons for 
which you felt be was expelled? Wag it not almost an ideutlca: 
case? 
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24 

MR. WEYL: ^^11, I can’t say that. You see, when I got 

Mr. Cohn’s telephone call, I felt I shouldn’t go to the 
morgue and find the facts in this Harris case, and so I have 
to come here with a very poor recollection of it. I just 
don*t remember at this time why he was expelled or why various} 
groups said he was expelled. 

THE CELAIRMAN: Thank you very much. 

UR. COHN: Hay we have the Daily Worker article of May 

11,1933, in evidence, Mr. Chairman? 

THE CHAIRMAM: Certainly. 

(The article referred to follows:) 
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MU. COHM: Mr. Donald Henderson? 

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Henderson, will you stand and raise 

your right band? In this matter now in hearing, do you 
solemnly swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and notbin|{ 
but the truth, so help you God? 

MH. HENDERSON: I do. 

MR. COHN: Mr. Henderson is accompanied by counsel. 

THE CHiMRMAN: Villyou identify your counsel? 

MR. HENDERSON: Irving Rosen. 

MR. ROSEN: Of the firm of Weisman, Allan, Spett, and 

Sbeinberg. 

MR. COHN: Mr. Henderson, are you now or have you ever 

been a member of the Communist Party? 


TESTIMONY OF DONALD HENDERSON, 

ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, 

IRVING ROSEN OF WEISMAN, ALLAN, 

SPETT, AND SHEINBERG. 

NE',/ YORK, NEW YORK. 

Ml. HENDERSON: I must refuse to answer that question 
and avail myself of my I'ight under the Fifth Amendment. 

THE CHAIRMAN: You refuse to answer that on the grounds 

that your answer might incriminate you? 

MR. HENDERSON: That is correct, sir. 

MR. COHN: I will ask you specifically: are you at this 

time a member of the Communist Party? 

MH. HENDERSON:! must refuse to answer that and avail 
myself of my rights under the Fifth Amendment. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 




5055 


Mil. COBN: Where were you educated? 

Mi. HENO ER3QN : At Colunbia University. 

MR. COHN: During what years did you attend Columbia? 

MR. HENDERSON: ’ 20 to » 25 . 

MR. COHN: Did you ever teach at Columbia? 

MR. HENDERSON: I did, sir. 

MR. c6hn : What did you teach at Columbia? 

MR. HENDERSON: I taught economics. 

MR. COHN: And at what time? What year, sir? 

MR. HENDERSON: 1927 to ’32. 

MR. COHN: And at the time you were teaching in Columbia 
I will ask you specifically: In 1932, were you a member of 

the Communist Party? 

MR. HENDERSON: I must refuse to answer that question 

on the same grounds . 

MR. COHN: Were you a member of the Communist Party 

with a man named Reed Harris — R-e-e-d H-a-r-r-ls in 

1932 dr at any other time? 

MR. HENDERSON: I must refuse to answer that question on 

the same grounds, sir. 

MR. COHN: Do you know a man by the name of Reed Harris? 

MR. HENDERSON: 1 must refuse to answer that question on 

the same grounds . 

HR. COHN: You refuse to snswer that question? 

MR. HENDERSON: On the same grounds. 
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THE CHAIRMAN:; The first vras whether he knows Harris. 

If knowing another man would Incriminate you, I assume you 
have to Interpret this rule very broadly. I believe the 
courts have held any question which might lead into a questlc^n 
that algbt Incriminate 

MR. COIQf: Tbie situation might be this, Ur. Chairman. 

Suppose you assumed Harris were a Communist. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I believe he is entitled to that privilege 

SENATOR SYMINGTON: May I ask a question there? 

You realize in not answering that question you ^ fact 
are implying that Harris was a Communist. What is your 
answer to that? > 

MR. HENDERSON: I must refuse to answer on the same 


grounds, sir. 

MR. COHN: You refuse to answer Senator Symington’s 

ques tion? 


MR. HENDERSON: That is correct. 

SENATOR SYMINGTON: So then you really would like to 

leave with the committee the idea that Reed Harris was a 
Communis t? 

MR. HENDERSON: I am not implying anything. I just refuse 
to answer the question, sir. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Let me ask this question. And I assume 

you will refuse to answer this question also, but just to have 
the record clear. Was Reed Harris a member of the Communist 
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Party at the time you knei^him at Columbia? 

MR, HENDERSON; I must refuse to answer the question on 
the same grounds, sir. 

i ' ' ' ' 

SENATOR JACKSON; Did you know Nicholas Murray Butler? 
MR. HENDERSON: I guess I knew him, sort of. 

MR. COHN: Let's bring that a little further. Did you 

know Dean McKnight at Columbia? 

MR. HENDERSON: I don't recall him. 

MR. COHN: Did you know Professor Harold Taylor? 

MR. HENDERSON: I don't recall him. 

MR. COHN: Hawkes? 

MR. HENDERSON: I knew the dean, surely, 

lyi * 

' ’ Was Dean Hawkes a member of the Communii 

Party? 

MR. HENDERSON: I must refuse to answer that question 

on the same grounds, sir. 

MR. COHN. this, air; You will tell 

us you knew Dean Hawkes; is that right? 

MR. HENDERSON: I knew Dean Hawkes. 

MR. COHN: y^^^ know a man by the name of 

Joshuia Kunitz, K-u-n-i-t-z? 

MR. HENDERSON: I must refuse to answer that question 

on the same grounds . 

Was Joshua Kunitz a party 


MR. HENDERSON: I must refuse to answer that question 
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on the same grounds. 

SENATOR SYMINGTON: Are you just refusing to answer the 

questions about people who night or might not be Communists, 

* 

but you are glad to answer questions about people you are 
sure are not Cooununlsts? 

ITA. HENDERSON: Well, I don't know where these questions 

are leading. I think you understand the situation I an in. 

I don't know where these questions are leading me, and I Just 
don't want to Incriminate myself. 

MU. COHN: I asked the witness whether be knew Herbert 

Hawkes up at Columbia, and he said he did know bln, so I 
think it is established that he Is being selective In clainin 
his privilege. 

THE CHAIRMAN: He has that right. 

M<1. HENDERSON: Pardon? 

THE CHAIRMAN: I say you have that right. There Is no 
doubt about it. 

Mi. COHN: You are exercising your privilege in good 

faith. You are being selective. 

MR. HENDERSON: That la correct. 

MR. COHN: You have said you refused to answer whether 
or not you knew Joshua Kunltz and whether or not he was a 
Communist . 

MR. HENDERSON: That is correct. 

MR, COHN: Did you know Heywood Broun? 
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M*.i. HSNDEHiON: I refuse to answer that question on 

the same grounds . 

Hit. COHN: Doyou know whether Heywood Brounwas a 

Communis t? 

Ml. HENDERoON: I must refuse to answer that question 
on the same grounds . 

MR. COHN: Did you know a man named Hersh 
connected with the International Labor Defense? 

MR. HENDERSON: I must refuse to answer that quation 

on the same grounds . 

MR. COHN: Do you know whether or not Mr. Hersh 

was a Communist? 

MR. HENDERSON: I must refuse to answer that question 

on the same grounds . 

MR. COHN: Mr. Henderson, there came a time when your 

contract at Columbia was not renewed; is that right? 

MR. HENDERSON: That Is correct. 

MR. COHN: When It was not renewed were there certain 

demonstrations and protests? 

MR. HENDERSON: I think so. 

MR. COHN: Was the Communist Party instrumental In 

any of them? 

MR. HENDERSON: I must refuse to answer that question 

on the same grounds, sir. 

MR. COHN: Specifically, do you recall a meeting that 
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took place on My the 11th, 1933? 

I will withdraw that. 

Do you know a man by the name of Nathaniel Weyl? 

MU. HENDERSON: I refuse to answer that question on the 

same grounds. 

MR. COHN: You refxise to answer whether or not you know 

him? 

MR. HENDERSON: That is correct. 

MR. COHN: Did you shake hands and say ’'Hello, 

Nat ’ when you met him out in the hall? 

MR, HENDERSON: I must refuse to answer that question 

on the same grounds . 

MR. COHN: Now, getting back to this meeting — 

SENATOR SYMINGTON: Let me ask you a couple of questions 

Are you an American citizen? 

MR. HENDERSON: Yes, sir. 

SENATOR SYMINGTON: .Veil, now, if you are a member of the 

Communist Party today, why are you not proud of it, instead 
of being ashamed of it and ducking these questions the way 
you are ducking them? 

MR. HENDERSON: I must refuse to answer that question 

on the same grounds, sir. I do not know where you are taking 
me . 

SENATOR SYMINGTON: I do not know where you are heading 

us , either , a lot of us. 
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MR . HENDERSON : .»nd I don„t want to incrisninata 

myself, sir. 

SENATOR SYMINGTON: Ittiink you are anxious not to 

incriminate yourself, but it appears to me that you are 
incriminating other people. 

MR. HENDERSON: It is the last thing I want to du in 

this world. 




SENATOR SYMINGTON: I think the last thing you want 

to do is come in here and implicate others as members of 
the Communist Party. 

MR. HENDERSON: That is the last thing I want to be. 

SENATOR SYMINGTON: To be perfectly frank with you, 

it appears to me that is what you are doing. 

SENATOR JACKSON: You admit you know certain people, and 

when questioned about another name you exercise your privi- 


lege, and the Inference is that in distinguishing between 


the two, one group falls in a Communist category and the 
other group falls in a non-Communis t category. 

MR, HENDERSON: Well, that is your inference, not mine, 

sir . 


SENATOR JACKSON: Is that your inference? 

MR, HENDERSON: I wouldn't say so. 

SENATOR JACKSON: You would not say so. That is what 

^ concerned about, if you are going to put some people 
who are Innocent in a bad light. 
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MR. HENDERSON : I think perjury is a bum beef, and 

I won’t finger anybody. It is Just that simple. And I 
am not going to incriminate myself if i can help it. 

senator SYMINGTON: It lookS' to me, using y^iur own 

language, that in order not to incriminate yourself, you are 
putting the finger on other people. 

MR, HENDERSON: That is certainly not my intention, 

and I think you are absolutely mistaken in drawing such an 
inference . 

TEC CHiilRMAN: In fairness to the witness, Senator 

Symington, be was asked whether he knew Heywood broun. 
Hey^vood Broun has admitted he was a member of the Communist 
Party . 

May I finish? 

He was asked about other individuals that were either 
identified as Communists or who have admitted they were 
Communists. He refused to answer whether he knew them or 
not. I think he has that privilege. 

oJilN.ilDR oYMINGTON: But he was asked about Reed Harris. 

THii CHiI^*:MtiN: I assume Reed Harris was i:i the same 

category or he would not refuse. 

oEN.iTC . oYMINGTON: I assume so, too. That is the purpose 
of this hearing, is it not, to find out ifReed Harris was a 
Communis t? 

Mr. COHN: I wouldn’t sjy it is that limited. 
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SmATfM SYMINGTON: Cut th:it l8 a pretty important 

part cf it, and by his answers hn obviously has implied 
that Reed Harris is a Communist. That was my only point. 

Not a lawyer, you have got to forgive me if I just try 


to exercise — 


TH^ I was not trying to criticize. I think 

your inference is correct . 

Hr. Henderson, let me ask you this question. If someone 
were to ask you whether you knew Senator Symington or Senator 
Jackson or myself or Senator Potter, you would not refuse 
to answer tfcat on the grounds it would incriminate you? 

MR. HENDERSON: Yes. 

THE CHAIRMAN: And for the same reasons? 

MR. HENDERSON: Yes. 

MR. COHN: Didn^ t I ask you whether you knew Dean 

Hawkes of Columbia? 

MR. HENDERSON: That is correct. 

MR. COHN: And you claimed no privilege as to him? 

MR . HENDERSON : Correc t . 

MR. COHN: Would you claim a privilege as to whether you 

aiew one of the Senators? 

MR. HENDERSON: I would now, sir. 

MR. COHN: You would now. You mean since Senator 

Symington asked the questions he did? 


> 


MR . HENDERSON : Yes . 
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MR« COHN: In other vrords , so as to Indicate now that 
you were not being selective in refusing to answer concern- 
ing Hr. Harris. Is that right? 

MR. HENDERSONI; My answer speaks for itself. 

MR. COHN: WePLl, I think you pattern of conduct doe: 

THE CHAIRMAN: If that is the way the witness is using 
his privilege, let us do this a little deeper. 

MR. HENDE. SONI: Pardon? 

THE CHAIRMAN: In view of that answer, I think there are 
certain answers we will order you to make. 

Do you honestly feel that if you tell us a t this time 
whether you knew Harris was or was not a member of the 
Communist Party, your answer might tend to Incriminate you? 

MR. HENDERSON: You are asking me the question? 

THE CHAIRMAN: Yes. 

HR, HENDERSON: I must refuse to answer on the grounds — 

THE CHAIRMAN: You will be ordered to answer that. 

HR, HENDERSON: I still must refuse to answer on the 

grounds of self-iiicrimina tion . 

THE CHAIRMAN: You may want to consult with counsel. 

I am going to ask the committee to take contempt 
proceedings on this . 

You may want to consult with counsel. 

I merely asked him whether he feels an answer to that 
question would tend to Incriminate him, and he refused to 
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answer. He is noientitled to any privilege there. So I 
will ask the committee for a contempt cita tion in this case. 

MR, ROSEN: Hay we have the question read back, 

Sena tor? 

(Brief recess.) 

(Question was read by the reporter.) 

THE CHAIRMAN: Let me repeat the question and see if 

you want to answer. 

I will repeat this question and Senator Symington 
may have a further question. 

question: Mr. Henderson, do you at this 

time honestly feel that if you were to tell us whether you 
knew that Harris was or was not a member of the Communist 
Party, that answei* would tend to incriminate you? 

MR. HENDEltSOIf : I think so, yes. 

•: You are entitled to the privilege , then . 

Cbunsel . 

have nothing much more, i£r. Cb3irD.a3, 


I repeat the 


THE CHAIRMAN: 
Go ahead, Mr. 
MR. COHN: I 


I have any more on this 


THE CHAIRMAN: 


THE CHAIRMAN: Do you recall, Mr. 

organized in your behalf at Columbia 

when your contract was not renewed, ai fie?:® j^o-,/13 

Including Reed Harris; spoke? Do you 
MR, HENDERSON: No, air. 

You would not ciu*e to tell u# this timd. 
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or rather — 

To save time, I have a number of questions I would like 
to ask you about your association with Harris, whether 
you helped organize a meeting, whether, you asked him to 
speak in your behalf, your social contacts, if any. 

There is not much to bo gained by going into that if 
your answer to all questions would be that you refuse to 
answer on the ground that it would incriminate you. 

Would that bo correct? 

Mil, HENDERSON: I would think it would, sir. I would 

bate to make a general flat statement, but I think probably 
my feeling would be that the answers to those questions 
would tend to incriminate me. 

SENATOR POTTER: Mr. Henderson, I have one question. 

Do you condemn the Jewish purges that have gone on in 
the Communist countries today? 

MR. HENDERSON: I must refuse to answer that question 

on the grounds of self-incrimination. 

SENATOR SYMINGTON: You would make the same answer to 

a question that you would approve of them; would you not? 

MR. HENDERSON: Beg pardon? 

SENATOR SYMINGTON: You would make the same answer to a 

39 Whstber you approved, of those purges? 

MR. HENDERSON: Yes, sir. 

SENATOR SYMINGTON: We have bad witnesses before this 
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committee vrho have testitied that to the best of their 
knowledge and belief you were a Communist. They have also 
testified to the best of their knowledge and belief that 
Reed Harris was not a Communist. 

On that basis, I would like to ask you again: Do you 

know anything which makes you feel or have you had any experi- 
ence as to whether or not Reed Harris was a Communist? 

THE CHAIRILAN: May I say that we have had it from witnes - 

ses who testified to the best of their knowledge he was not 
a Communist. 

SENATOR SYMINGTON: Let me rephrase my question. 

There has been nobody who asserted before this committee 
that Harris was a Communist. At least, when I have been in 
the heari-ng. But there have been people who asserted that yoi 
were . 

Now, if you do not answer this question, by implication, 
my only point was, you are implying that Harris was. The 
other witneses have not taken the legal run out under the 
Constitution as to answering that question. That still does 
not Influence your decision to make the same answer. Is 
that correct? 

MR . HENDERSON : Tha t is correc t . 

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr .Henderson , we will want you available 

for a further bearing. 

Are you living in York, or Washington? 
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MR. HENDERSON: In New York. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Your lawyer Is from New York, too, I 

assume? 

MR. ROSEN: Yes, sir. 

MR. COHN: Mr. Harris wrote a book in 1932, which he 

called "King Football," inwhich he stated at page ISO: 

"My first discovery was that two young instructors, 
one a militant socialist and the other a Communist, both 
graduates of Colombia, were slated for dismissal at the end 
of the year for being too radical. I further learned that 
appointments of instructors are made for one year only at 
Columbia and that any man may be quietly dropped at the 
end of an academic year, without explanation — a system 
obviously designed to avoid unpleasant controversy oyer 
Intolerance and regimentation of thought within an allegedly 
liberal university." 

Was Mr. Harris referring to you as that Communist 
Instructor whose contract was not renewed? 

MR. HENDERSON: I wouldn't know. 

MR. COHN: You have never discussed this with him? 

MR. HENDERSON: Is this on the record? 

MR. COHN: Yes, this is on the record. 

MR. HENDERSON: I have never discussed anything like 

this with Harris. 

UR. COHN: YOu have never discussed this book or the 

preparation of this material? ' 
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t, 

MR. UENDBRSOH: Hot to ay kaowledge. 

MR. COBMf : Have you ever discuaaed anything wltJi Mr. 

Harris^ 

MH. HENDBRSON : Mow, you are getting me - what is this? 

1 refuse to answer. 

THB CHaIRMAM: Did you work with Mr. Harris on the 

writing of this book? 

MR. HBNDBRSOM: I aust refuse to answer that on the 

same grounds, sir. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Anything further, Mr. Counsel? 

MR. COHN: No. 

THB CHAIRMAN: That 11s all. 

(Whereupon, at 12:14 p.m., a recess was taken until 
l':30 p.m., this same day.) 
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AFTERKCX)N SESSION 

(The hearing was resumed at 1:30 o’clock p.m., upon 
the expiration of the recess.) 

the CHAIRMAN: I wonder ifyou would both stand and be 
sworn. In this matter now in hearing before the committee, 
do you solemnly swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

MR. PUHAN: I do. 

MR. THOMPSON: I do. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Incidentally, in this testimony in 

executive session, if you care to look over your testimony 
and correct it from the standpoint of typographical errors 
or anything like that, you will be allowed to do that. How- 
ever, we only have three copies made, so we can not very 
well send copies out to you. So, if you want to see them, 
you will have to come down to the committee room, and you may 
have a desk there to go over your testimony, 

Mx*.. wOHN: Mr. Puhan, might I ask you a few questions, 

first? 

What is your title? 

TESTIMONY Of ALFRED PUH.AN, PROGRAM MANAGER, 

VOICE or aMEKICrt, aVD JAMES F, THOMPSON, 

DIVISION OF HADIO FAClLxirt^b OPERATIONS, 

VOICE OF AMERICA. 

Ml. PUHAN: My title is Program Manager of the Voice of 


Ameri ca . 
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Ml. COIIN : Mr. Puhun, what we want to ask you about 
tuduy is this*: /u^iyou ianiillar with a certain series of 

4 

incitionts which resulted in order coming £rom a man 
namod ;eed Harris, to the effect that the entire Hebrew 
Language Service in the Voice of America should be terminated 

MH. PUUi\N: I am. 

M"i, COHN: First of all, do you know Hr. Harris? 

u:i. PUH.\N: r do. 

MR. COHN: Who is Mr. Harris? 

4Ll. PUHAN: He was the Deputy Administrator to Mr. 
Compton, of the entire Information Program, ^nd i believe 
is now the Acting Administrator. 

MR. COHN: Does that mean that he was Deputy Administra- 

tor, second in command under Dr. Compton? 

MR. PUHAN: That is correct. 

MR. COM: Being Acting Administrator, he, of course, 

would be acting in that capacity for the entire information 
program, the Voice of America, the movies — 

MR. PUHAN: The entire Information Program, including 

all of the various fields of the Information Program, 
including the Voice of America, the whole works. 

MR. COHN: Did there come a time, in the summer of 1952, 
when a request came through for certain budgetary cuts? 

MR. PUHAN: Yes, there did. 

MR. COM: And did you people in the Voice of America 
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prepare a schedule stating in what order these cuts should 
be carried into effect? 

In other words, did you sort of se^p a priority 
system? Did you say, ”We can cut here; it won’t 

matter so much.”? And then, did you leave what you regarded 
as the very Important items as the last ones to be cut? 

MK. PUHAN: Yes, I set up a series of priorities, 
starting with what I considered our least important, namely, 
our English language, and ending up with Spanish. If I had 
continued it to a logical conclusion, the last to be cut, 
would be, of coui'se, our Russian Language Service. 

MR. COHN: Let me interrupt and ask you: Did you break 

thl6 down into a priority of some fifteen items? 

MR. PUHAN: That is correct. 

MR. COHN: And did you regard continuation of the 

Hebrew Language Service as a pretty important thing? 

MR. PUHAN: I did, 

MR • COHN : Wha t number did you list t ha t as? 

MR, PUHAN: I believe theoimber was thirteen. 

MR, COHN: Number 13. So, in other words, out of the 

fifteen items, you rated the Hebrew language service as so 
important that it was practically one of the last three out 
of the fifteen that you would want eliminated. Is that 
right? 




MR, PUHAN: That is correct. 
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MK, COHN: How was this? 

MR. PUHAN: I had started the Hebrew desk. I felt that 

the United States of America, if it had a Voice of America, 
could not broadcast only to the Arab world but should also 
broadcast to the State of Israel. There were obviously 
reasons, from a policy point of view, why one should reach 
reach the people, not only the people who were there, but 
also the many refugees that were coming from behind the 
Iron Curtain and from various other places that had to be 
reached by the Voice of America. I had urged the setting 
up of this desk. It was set up in 1951, I felt it was 
just hitting its stride at that time, because, as you 
gentlemen must be aware, it takes some time to get a desk 
so that it is shaken down and has the experienced personnel, 
required . 

MR. COHN: Soyou listed thit as No. 13 out of fifteen? 

MR. PUHAN: That is right. 

MR« COHN: Did there come a time at the beginning of 

December in 1952 when a determined effort was made to require 
you to eliminate the entire Hebrew Language Service? 

MR. PUHAN: I was ordered to do so. 

MR. COHN: Who ordered you to do that? 

MR, PUHAN: A memorandum that came either to Mr. 

Francis or to me was signed by Reed Harris. 

MR. COHN: Now, was this a particularly significant 
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period, the beginning of December 1952, in so far as the 
Hebrew Language Service of the Voice of America was concerne< ' 
Ui. PUHAN; I considered it an extremely unwise time 
to make this move, for the simple reason that I believe it 
was the month before or a little bit earlier — the time 
is not too exact — when we received word of the anti- 

Semitic purges behind the Iron Curtain. I am referring to 

> 

the Slansky trial , and the fact that here for the first 
tlma we weroglven a real issue with which to broadcast to 
Israel . 

It was certainly an opportunity for us to show the 

f 

people of the State of Israel that the Soviet Union, with 
all of its brutality, had no regard for religion whatsoever, 
and that here was a tine when we could pour it on, if you 
don’t mind my saying that. So I thought it was particular!) 
inopportune do do it at that time. 

«l. COHN: All right. Now, feeling that it was 

laopl)urt'ine , did you make representations to Reed Harris’s 
office objecting to the elimination igf the Hebrew Service? 

MR. PUHAN: I made such objections. I based then on 
the argument that you gentlemen have just heard, thn breaking 
out of anti-Semitic purges behind the Iron Curtain. I based 
them on the fact that I thought or hnew that there would be 
some delicate Arab-Hebrow or -Israeli issues coming up 
i’j thf> 7N, where both sides might be jockeying for position 
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that this was not the opportune time, if indeed such broad- I 
casts bad to be suspended, to suspend them. I did bring .1 
that to their attention. 

MR. COHN: Did you send a telegram to Reed Harris, 

under date December 4,1952, raising an objection, saying: 

"The question is whether I has taken into a^ccount I 

the following factors: 

*CA) . Tel-Aviv has Just asked us to use VOA full I 
blast on the recent Czecb-anti-Semltism purges. 

"(B). While anti-Semitism flourishes behind the 
Curtain and where a tremendously important political 
issue has been handed the Hebrew desk, is this the time 
to suspend Hebrew broadcasts?" 

Did you teletype to that effect? 

MR. PUHAN: That is correct. 

MR. COHN: On the same day, did you receive a tele- 

type back as follows: 

"Confirming our telephone conversation with 
regard to your questions for Reed Harris: 

"1. Hebrew: Harris will send memorandum Instruct 

ing suspension of Hebrew language broadcasts as soon 
as possible. He states that this was clearly a PAB 
decision and that nothing new has happened to change 
that decision." 


That moans a budgetary decision? 
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MR. PUHAN: Those are the Program AllooatiODS Board, 

of which he or Compton was the chairman. 

MR. COHN: Was Compton in town at this time? 

MR, PUHAN: Compton was in Europe, or on his round- 

the-world trip. 

SENATOR SYMINGTON: Why did the budget come up suddenly 

like that to stop the program? Is there any reason for it 
being a PAB program? 

MR, PUHAN: Well, Senator, it had, of course, cone up 

earlier. As I think counsel pointed out, there had been 
talk about cutting this. Therewas some request at that time 
for further cuts, because I believe there was a change, or 
funds had to be transferred from the Information side to the 
Adninlstratlve side of the Department. But I am speaking 
from indirect Jcnowledge, Senator, 

MR, COHN: This was clearly a PAB decision. You have 

told us Mr, Harris was PAB, 

MR. PUHAN: He was, or Compton, but Compton was on his 

trip. 

MR. COHN: '♦and that nothing new has happened to change 

the decision. The cable from Tel-Aviv regarding Prague 
trials does not alter decision particularly kj the light of 
current budget situation.'* 

Was such a teletype received by you? 

MR, PUHAN: I believe that is correct. 
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Ma. COHN: I might ask, Mr. chalrmaD, that the teletype 

from Mr. Puhao, here, to Heed Harris, objecting to the 
elimination of the Hebrew Service, be received as ao exhibit 

and that the reply teletype be received as an exhibit, at 
this time. 

THK CHAIRMAN: Very well. 

(The telegreas referred to were narked as Exhibits 
Executive 9 and Executive 10, and filed for the Infornatlon 
of the committee.) 
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MR, COHN: And I would ask you this. The n#xt day, 
December 5th, did you receive a memorandum, did your office 
receive a memorandum, initialed by Reed Harris, confirming 
this cable, and directing the Suspension of the Hebrew 
broadcasts as soon as possible? 

Mil, PUHAK: The aemorandiuB is correct; i an not sure 

of the date. 

Mil, COHN: December 5,1952? 

MR. PMHAN: If that is the date on it, that is correct. 

THE CH\IxlMAN: Would you read the entire memorandum? 

MR. COHN: TWs is from Aeed Harris to Mr. Robert 

Francis. He works for you\p in New York? 

MR. PUHAN: Re is the Comptroller of the Voice of 

America, and he and I were at that time in charge of the 
office in New York, because of Mr. Morton»s absence. 

COHN: (Reading) "Confirming my conversation with 

Sidney Sulkin and in accordance with discussions held 
in the PAB with regard to the effectiveness of Hebrew 
language broadcasts, you are requested to suspend such 
broadcasts as soon as possible. The Bureau of Near 
Eastern and African Affairs has been consulted and 
agrees with this decision, as does IFI/N." 

By the way, who is head of the Bureau of Near East and 
African Affairs? Doyou know? is that a man named Sanger? 

Mxt. THOMPSON: Not hardly. i would know the name if I 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 


heard it. 




dii.. iU>ilN£: That Is what Brad Connors said. 

M.%. COHK: (Heading) ”I an aware of the public rela- 

tions problems which could result. However the proven 
^®^^ness of the signal we can get into Israel with 
existing transmitters makes the Jewish programs so 
markedly ineffective that wo cannot Justify continuation 
in the face of the $800,000 cut in the IBS budget." 

Let me ask you this. Is that true, about notbeing 
able to get the broadcasts effect! vely through as of that 
time? 

MH. PUHAN: It was my impression from the tecbnical 

people^, the engineering people, that the presence of the 
Ship Courier in the eastern Meditteranean had Improved that 
situation greatly, and that the signal was getting in. 

You may want to ask Mr. Thompson. 

MH, COHM: Just tell us at this point, Mr. Thompson: 

What is your opinion? Was this stuff getting into Israel? 

MR. THOMPSON: I would say that the signal was rated 

from Fair to Good to Excellent, all of those being an entire- 
ly satisfactory signal, in excess of, oh, 75 per cent of the 
reports that I saw. And there were a substantial number of 
reports . 

MH. COHN: Very well. 

SENATOR SYMINGTON: You say "Fair" to "Good," to "Excel- 
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lent.” What are the other ratings they could have given it? 

MR. THOMI^ON: There could have been Poor, or Unintel- 

ligible. That la as far down as we normally go. 

MR, COHM: Did you, on December 11,1952, send a memo- 

randum to Mr. Reed Harris as follows: 

May I read the whole thing, Mr. Chairman? I think it 
is quite Important. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Very well. 

MR. COHN: (Reading) ”We are in receipt of your memo- 

randum on the above subject, dated December 5,1952." 

That is the one we just put in the record. 

. "In accordance with your order ^ to susj'^nd such 
broadcasts as soon as possible* , we are now taking all 
the necessary steps to comply with your order." 

Then you say that January 15th will be the earliest date you 
can do it. 

"The estimated total savings made by taking this 
step on January 15,1953 will be $30,557, which has 
already been calculated in the 1953 colvimn of the 
revised 1954 IBS budget. 

"While complying with your order, we feel it 
incumbent upon us to point out to you again that the 
public relations problem, of which you say that you 
ar® been correctly assessed in Vashlngton. 

We feel that the repercussions following your order will 
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be severe, 

’’Moreover, it is our duty to point out to yoi that 
’the proven weakness of the signal we can get into 
Israel with existing transmitters’ no longer exis ts . 

The presence of Courier in the eastern Modi t teranean 
bas , to the best of our knowledge, remedied that situa- 
tion 

Was sucb a meoorandvuo sent through to Ur. Reed Harris'^ 

UR. PUHAN: That is correct. 

UR, COHN: Uay I ask you one other question at this 

point: When Ur. Reed Harris originally instructed the suspen- 

sion of these Hebrew broadcasts and you made objection along 
these lines, stating that this was in view of the fact that 
they were screaming for Voice programs over in Israel, becaus<i 
of the wonderfii propaganda that bad been handed to us by the 
Russian anti-Semitic purges, in what form was this order 
received from Ur. Harris? 

. UR, PUHAN: The . memorandum, there. ( 

UR, COHN: Did be come to N®w York around this period 

of time? 

UR. PUHAN: I believe he did. 

UR. COHN: Ur. Thompson? 

UR, THOUPSON: I believe he delivered the memorandum by 

band. 

UR, COHN: He delivered that by band. Wasn’t that some- 
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1 vrtHt unusual? 

2 UK. THOMPSON: 1 would say it was unusual, because I 

3 rarely ever saw bin In Hew York. 

4 MR. COIW: And be came up, and be delivered this, 

6 I your recollection is, personally by band. Is that right? 

6 I MR. THOMPSON: 1 believe be deliveredit to Mr. Francis 

7 I on the third floor, General Motors Building. 

8 I MR. COHN: Was this delivery made the day after the 

9 I cable and telephone instructions bad been received? 

10 I MR. THOMPSON: You see, I am not wholly avare of that 

11 I exchange there. Just when it took place. I. knew it took 

12 I place, but I didn* t know Just when. 

13 I MR. PUHAN: Let me say: I don't believe I received it 

14 I from Harris directly. I believe I received it from Mr. 

15 Francis . 


16 


MR. COHN: Who had received it from Mr. Harris? 


17 I MR. PUHAN: Who had received It from Mr. Harris. 

18 ' MR. COHN: Was it your recollection that Mr. Harris 

19 I bad brought it up in person? 

99 I MR. PUHAN: That was my recollection, yes. 


' MR. COHN: Let me ask you this, Mr. Puhan. Do you feel 

99 >tbat the suspension of the Hebrew broadcasts at that time — 
93 laid you feel, as Director of Operations for the Voice, that 
if they had been suspended at that time there would have been 
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any effect on the anti-Communis t program of the Voice? 
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M<. FJHAN: veil, as the man who has been responsible 

for setting jy these programs and who believes in them and 
has tJie*' ^erv bard to maa.e them effective, I certainly 
thought it .as not tae time to cut a program that was now 
fiveu ti.3 splendid opportunity that this was to do a hard 
jntl-Comiaunist job. And I would certainly be most reluc- 
tant tc see unything like that done, particularly at that 
time. It is, as you have heard me say, one of fcrty-six 
language desks. It is not as impatant as the Russian, 
nor is it uS insignificant as some others that I have. 

In other words, I felt that that was not the time to 
cut. I thought that the impression that would be given, in 
Israel for one thing, was that possibly we were going along 
with the purge idea. 

AS for the Arabs,. I am fully aware that we miist also 
not lose sight of this tremendously important block of peoplesj 
that goes all the way from northern Africa into Indonesia. 

On the other band, I think it was a stupid decision, or 
a stupid order — because I was under orders, as you under- 
stand -- to cut; and I do not thiriAhat that was an intelli- 
gent order . 

THE CHAIRMAN: May I ask this: The concern about the 

effectupon the Arab, people, I assume, would not be too great, 
in view of the fact that you were beaming this out in the 
Jewish language. 
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MR, PUHAN: No, the Arabs would be for it, probably, 

you see. 

THI CHAIRMAN: No, you did not get my thought. The 

question is: Would this reach many Arab people, in view 

ofthe fact that it was being beamed in the Jewish language? 
In other words, do we have the Arabs speaking the Jewish 
language? 

UR, PUHAN: ifell, sir, there are, as you know, in 

Israel many Arabs. 

MR, COHN: .But they favor the Israeli government? 

MR, PUHAN: Well, I am not sure of that, but I presume, 

since they continue living there, that they abide by the 
rules and regulations of the government. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I do not think you get my thought. In 

other words, the persecution of the Jews in Communist uussla, 
if publicized all over the Arab world, might create friend-- 
ship toward Communist Russia amongst those Arabs who are 
definitely anti-Jewlsh? 

MR, PUHAN: That is right, Senator. 

THE CHAIRMAN: And that could be one reason to close up 

the Hebrew desk, when they started beaming to Israel this 
anti-Semitism, as finally made public by the Communists. 

But my question is this: 

In view of the fact that the broadcast would be in the 
Jewish language, which I assume would get to very, very 
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snail segnents of the Arab world, in view of the fact that 
■ost of the Arab people do not speak Hebrew -- 

MR. PUHAN: That Is correct. 

THE CHAIRMAN: — so that would not be a serious 

problen, I gather. 

MR. PUHAN: No. There is one other aspect of that, 

that I noticed in the paper this morning our President has 
stated that we have no Intention to sell Israel down the 
river, and I think that while this requires certainly the 
greatest care so that we do not lose the Arab state — we 
do not want to do that; it is a very Important group of 
people on the other hand, we have also our intention of 
maintaining our friends in Israel, and it is not our inten- 
tion to lose friends wherever we have theait 

MR. COHN: Did you raise another objection, on the 

grounds that such a decision should not be made before the 
Eisenhower administration took office? 

MR. PUHAN: Yes, 1 made this comment, and I don’t recall 

to whom precisely, but l stated at the tim^, I believe, and 
I am recalling here, that if this order were to take place, 
the earliest time at which it could be accomplished would be 
January 15th. Because there would have to be given thirty 
day termination notices to the employees, and so on. And I 
pointed out that the date coincided or might very likely co- 
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Incide with the change in administration, and I did not think 
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it fair to possibly saddle a new President, our new presi- 
dent, with this kind of a public relations problea. i aw 
certainly aware of the situation in the United States here, 
public relatlons-wlse, and l did not think this was a good 
idea . 

THE CHAIRMAN; Also, might it not create the impression 
in Israel, if we knocked off this Hebrew broadcast coincident 
with Eisenhower’s assuming the presidency, might itnot 
create the obvious impression over there, that General 
Elsenhower was responsible for the changed attitude? ' It 
could ciaite a serious problem that way, too. 

MU. PUHAN: That is always possible. Senator. Because, 

you know, it is difficult to tell bow people will interpret 
what may be a negligible act, a small tblpg. But abroad, 
if it is the official word, it can by some person be traced 
back or be believed to have come directly from the top. 

That is a possibility. 

M;i. COHN: By the way, even after Mr. Harris delivered 

these written instructions, did you agree to abide by them? 

Mil. PUHaN: No, I felt this was an emergency, and I was, 

together with Mr .Francis, in charge of the office. I asked 
if I could get in touch with my boss, the Director of the 
Voice, Mr. Morton. I put through a . long distance telephone 
call to Paris, where I could not reach him, but I did got 
hold of him the next day. And I informed bim of wbat I 
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couslrlerod ;i serious nutter and told him that unfortunately 
jr . Co.optcn was abroad, and llr . Morton was abroad, and we 
were l^ft hero alone In ^ew York, and I did not feel that I 
wanted to carry out this order, although I was, under orders. 
This must have been about the middle of the week, and he told 
me that he would be back by the end of the week, or by Monday, 
End to hold off on the order until he returned. 

M^. COHN: Mow, subsequently, to make a long story 

short, here, was there congressional pressure, and a review 
of the thing, and was the order finally rescinded and the 
Hebrew Language Service kept in effect? 

MR. PUHAM : Mr. Cohn, I can only tell you what I heard 

about this. 1 can't verify this. But I beard that Senator 
Wiley, and Mr. Taber, had inquired, 1 don't believe of us in 
New York but I believe in Washington, as to whether this 
was going to take place. 

MR. COHN: I might say for the record, yr. Chairman, 

we were advised this morning by Senator Wiley's office, that., 
knowing he was going to assume the chairmanship of the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee, he made a written 
irepreseatatlon to the State Department that this was a very 
serious mistake in the foreign policy of this country and 
insisted that that order be changed. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I know we have bad testimony on this, 

but I missed some of the dates here. The date that Mr. 
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Harris went to New York and delivered the oicfer? 

MR. COHN: Wf are not sure of that date, Mr. Chairman. 

It was either December 4th or December 5th. I think the 
memorandum reflects the date of December 5th. 

MR, PUHAN: Yes, the namorandum that you read, I believe, 

has December 5tb . 

THE CHAIRMAN: 1 understand Mr. ^arris was informed 

that, because of the lag in putting the order into effect, 
if the Voice complied with the order, it would be about 
January 15tb before the broadcast would be discontinued. 

Is, that correct? 

MR, PUHAN: Yes, and in any event, he would know it 

would take tbl . 

May I point out one more thing? As is the case with 
some of the dQsks, it would have meant returning to Israel 
some employees that had been hired over there, because of 
their qualifications, and would have meant, I believe, the 
ending of a contract prematurely with these people and 
shipping them back. 

MR, COHN: That would have coBt a lot more money; is 

that right? 

MR, PUHNN : That is why the sum of money that would 

have been saved for the rest of the fiscal year would have 
been a relatively small amount. You see, we would have had 
to return some of these employees , 
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Mfl, COHN: ao, in other words, tht?se two drgunients 

they made, the argument ou the budget, number one, and the 

effectiveness of the signal — is this a fair statement** 

were not anywhere near as important, on the ono side, as 
the effect of discontinuing the service on the other side? 

MR. PUHAN: That is right. 

MR. COHN: You have said you regarded this as a stupid 

decision. Do you think it was anything more than a stupid 
decision? 

MR. PUHAN: You are asking me for an opinion? I don*t 

know. 1 can only tell you what I think, what my impression 
was of that. 

MR. COHN: What was your impression? 

ilR. PUHAN: Well, again, I felt that at this time, to 

take this kind of an act, seemed like a strange decision. 

THB CHAIRMAN: In other words, you feel that any man 

of normal Intelligence* who really was Interested in dissemi- 
nating information in that section of the world which would 
show communism in its true light would have increased the 
size of the program, and the broadcast, at that time, rather 
than discontinuing it? 

MR. PUHAN: Well, Senator, my Division chief in charge 

of the Near East, Mr. Duerr, and I, felt that this was no 
time to cut this program, and this was the time to improve it, 

: Lot me ask if you any effort was made 
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to eliminate or to curtail or play down the abti-Semitlc 
phases of communism In Russia except in the broadcasts to 
Israel. Was there any effort to eliminate emphasis on that 
phase of Communist policy in other broadcasts, in other 
countries, in other languages? 

lILil. PUHAN: Well, Senator, I am not the policy director 

of the Voice, but I sit every morning at 9:30 meetings when 
the policy is discussed. I felt that the Soviet Union 
had handed us a ready-made propaganda weapon at this point. 

I think it would be testified to by at least one hundred 
people in the position I took. 

I ”LetVs let them have it with all the force we 

have. Here is a concrete example of brutality toward 
religion 

I even pointed out at the time, to a somewhat worr 
Arabic section, that it might be pointed out to the Arabs 
that although their sentiments might be anti-Semitic, it 
is the Jews today, and it will be Arabs tomorrow. 

SENATOR MUNDT: They can hardly be anti-Semitic, be- 

cause they are Semites. They are antl-Zlon. 

MR . PUHAN : Yes . 

SENATOR HUNOT: I agree your reasoning is sound, and the 

question I raised is whether, in this New York shop, they 
simply tried to play down the anti-Semitic phases of 
communism in Israel, or whether they also tried to play it 
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dov;n in the tenor of the broadcast reaching other sections 
of the world where there night be and would be a lot of 
Jewish listeners, 

SENATOil JACKSON: Behind the Iron Curtain, for example, 

where it could be very effective. There is not too much 
need, though I suppose a certain amount, to direct it toward 
Israel, but there it was a clear and present danger to them* 
SENATOR liUNDT: Mr. Chairman, I can see some validity 

in the point of view that broadcasting this particular phase 
of Communist policy to the Arabs might boomerang. I do not 
know how many Arabs there are, whether they speak the same 
language they speak in Jerusalem, but if they do, I can see 
the argument. Whereas, if that is Just one facet up 
there, and you can see evidence that the same group up there, 
Mr, Harris and those associated with him, were trying to 
delete from our o«raeaa broadcast mention of the anti- 
Semitic qualities of communism, then I think we would have 
a pattern much more significant than this one instance of 
closing up the Hebrew desk, 

SENATOR JACKSON: But it does seem a little ridiculous 

to close up the Hebrew desk at a time when the Russians have, 
for the first time, since the Cmars, come out on a positive 
anti-Semitic tone. Previously, they have had Jewish purges, 
but they were called **devla t ionis ts and it was supposedly 

failure to follow the dictates of Stalin. 
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SENATOR MUNDT: There have been several instances of 

antl-SenitlSB before this. Litvinov was a case in point. 

SENATOR JACKSON: But they disnissed him on the grounds 

that ho was followia^ the doctrine that conununisni and 
capitalism could live in the same world, and Stalin preached 
that it could not. 

MR. COHN: Was there any doubt, Mr. Puban, that this 
was by far the most effective argument that had ever been 
presented ,certAinly in the life of the Voice, as an appeal 
to Jewish listeners, both in Israel and in other areas 
throughout the world? 

MR. PUHAN: Well, to my mind, on the Hebrew issue, 

this was the most Important. 1 might add one other thing. 

MR. COHN: Let me Interrupt for just a moment. I want 

to follow up Senator Mundt's point. If you cut off Hebrew 
Language Service, you are not only cutting off the Jewish 
language service to Israel, but to Jews all over the world. 
Because is it not a fact that the platters and broadcasts 
going to Israel were also used as a basis for broadcasts to 
other Hebrew areas throughout the world? 

MR. PUHAN: I believe that material that was sent out 

was based on the broadcasts. 

MR. COHN: So that when you knock out the Hebrew lang- 

uage service — 


SENATOR MUNDT: 


Yes, I think the important point, lioy , 
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which we should get in the record with some degree of 
definiteness, is this: As I understand Mr, Puhan’s testi- 

mony, he is not exactly certain, Hessys he ’’believes,*’ 

I think he should have an opportunity to verify and see. 
Because if that is true, that is very significant. 

MR. SCHINE: Mr. Pufaan, did you consider it particularly 

unusual that Mr. Harris, who was the Deputy Administrator 
of the entire inf ormat ion' program, should take such a 
specific Interest in this specific aspect of the Voice of 
America programming? 

MR. PUHAN: Well, I may have been partially responsible 

for forcing that memorandum out of him, because I bad re- 
ceived somewhat ambiguous instructions on this. And I 
refused, and I am under oath, but I do believe I said at one 
time, and I don*t recall to whom, that I would not like to 
carry out this order unless I had the Secretary of Statens — 

MR. THOMPSON: I heard him say that. 

MR. PUHAN: — signature. 

MR, COHN: Mr. Thompson, may I ask you this? Am I 

not correct in stating that this would have cfeadt not only a 
stoppage of Hebrew broadcasts to Israel but a stoppage oi 
all Hebrew broadcasts? 


MR. THOMPSON: It meant this: The Hebrew program can 

be heard quite well throughout all of Europe. i can be 
beard quite well throughout those areas of the Iron Curtain 
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beginning up about Latvia, Estonia, Poland, Czechoslovakia, 
Hungary, around all of that area, quite well. Because we 
deliver the program from the United States by these high 
powered short wave transmitters to Tangier and Munich for 
relay again to the Courier for rebroadcast. So, In the 
process of delivering it to the Courier, it had very good 
coverage over very large areas, 

MH. COHN: In other words, Is this correct, Mr. Thomp- 
son: This was not merely cutting off, from an objective 

standpoint, broadcasts to Israel. This was closing down 
the Hebrew language service, which would reach Israel and 
also other areas in the world containing people whose 
spoke the Hebrew language? 

MR, THOMPSON; Yes, but particularly where the signal 
would be useful. In Europe, 

MR. COHN: In Europe, Including Israel and the Iron 

Curtain countries, and so on, and so forth? 

MR. THOMPSON: Oh, yes, throughout the Middle East, 

SENATOR MUNDT: Yes. That Is Important. Now, let me 

ask you a collateral question, Mr. Puhan. You said, and I 
agree with you a hundred per cent, that the disclosure for 
the world to see of the Inate anti-Semitism which has been 
part and parcel of communism, as I understand It, for a 
good bit of the Communist regime In Russia, but which now 
was disclosed as such, did give us a good propaganda bomb- 
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shell. What was the attitude, forgetting about the Hebrew 
language desk for this question, of those designing the 
program in New York, from the standpoint of emphasising that 
point and projecting it not only in the Hebraic language but 
in all other languages at the time we had the opportunity 
to do so? 

UR. PUHAM: Senator, there were two issues at that 

time that i said we must use to the hilt. The first was a 
proposal about which I was wary, namely, the India proposal 
in the UN for bringing about peace in Korea. I was some-* 
what wary of it, and if I nay say so, I an somewhat wary 
of any proposal coming from India. But when it did offer 
us ammunition to point out that here was the Soviet Union 
refusing to accept a proposal from a state as neutral as 
India -- 

SENATOR JACKSON: And aS fussy. 

UR. PUHAN: And, I will add, as fussy, yes. And at the 
same tine wehave the Slansky trial; anti-Semitism. Here 
were two good issues . 

I believe, sir, that the Voice of America did well on 
this, if they carried out my instructions, or my interpreta- 
tion of this; as far as 1 know, sir., they did well on that, 

SENATOR UUNDT: They did? 

MR. PUHAN: Yes. 

SENATOR UUNDT: In other words, they emphasised it in 
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everything except the Hebraic language? 

MR, PUHAK: Mow, In Arabic, the anti-Semitic issue was 

toned down, for obvious reasons, I think. But for the rest, 
to the best of my recollection, it was played up. 

MR. COHN: And that was a decision you people made in 
New York. Is that right? 

MR. PUHAN: That was a discussion that took place 

before the staff. 

SENATOR MUNDT: Did Harris concur in that decision? 

MR. P'JHAN: Senator, Harris was In Washington, and I 

have no knowledge of Wietharhe concui'red or whether be bad 
any opinion on that. 

MR. COHN: The only definite instruction you got from 
Harris was this written instruction we have in evidence 
here, even following your pointing out to them what a damag- 
ing thing this would be in view of the new issue that had 
come up, a firm instruction that there be an immediate 
suspension of all Hebrew language broadcasts out of the 
Voice of America, which instruction was overruled later on? 

MR. PUHAN: Yes. On ray telephone call, and Mr. Morton’s 

return, he assured me that be would take it up with Dr. 
Compton immediately. Then there was no suspension order 
issued after that. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Counsel, what other witnesses do you 


have besides Mr. Harris? 
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MK. COHN: We have Mr. Thompson here. 

THE CHAIliMAN: I think you should call Mr. Harris and 

tell him we would like to see him. 

SENATOR SYMINGTON: Mr. Puhan, where were you born? 

MR. PUHAN: Senator, I was born in Germany, in 1913, 

but I was brought herp as a child and raised in Illinois. 
SENATOR SYMINGTON: What is your title now? 

MR. PUHAN: Program Manager of the Voice of America . 

SENATOR SYMINGTON: Have you any other titles, besides 

that? 

MR. PUHAN: That is to only one that I know of. Senator. 

SENATOR SYMINGTON: Does Mr. Ayers report to you? He 

testified up here the other day. 

MR, PUHAN: Yes. Well, now, he hasn't reported to me 

since. But I beard bis testimony, or part of it. 

Are you referring to: did be report to me after — 
SENATOR SYMINGTON: He said that you were bis boss. Is 

that right? 

MR. PUHAN: One step removed, sir. Mr. Baldanza is 

bis chief. 

SENATOR SYMINGTON: That is what be said. 

MR. PUHAN: And Mr. Baldanza reports directly to me. 

Senator. 

SBNATOR SYMINGTON: And then there was a Mr. Bauer. 

Right? Overseas Service Agency? 
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PUHAN: He Is the second of six division chiefs 

under me , 

SENi^TOt^ SYMINGTON: Mr* BBuer is directly under* you? 

WX. PUBb\N: Yes, as is Mr. aidanza. 

SENATOR SYMINGTON; I am interested in an organiza tion- 
al aspect of this problem* 

m. PUHAN. Yes. 

senator SYMINGTON : Mr. Ayers testified that he and 

Mr. Baldanza were interested in finding out what their 
budget was, in order that they might know how much money 
they bad to spend, and that Mr. Bauer said he couldn^t tell 
them what the budget was. ^s that correct, so far as you 
knew? 

MR. PUHAN: Now, Senator, as far as my Instructions 

were, as soon as Mr. Bauer knew what his budget was for all 
field services — and it ran to something like less than 
$400,000 for the entire fiscal year — he was to inform 
each of four division chiefs, the Latin American, the 
European, the Near East, and the Far East Division Chiefs, 
how much of that budget would be allocated for transcriptions 
that were to be sent to the areas for which these men are 
responsible. Now, Mr, Bauer, who I consider a good 
Division chief, as I consider Mr. Baldanza a good Division 
chief -- and I consider also Mr. Ayers a good man -- were 
supposed to be told. 
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SENATOR SYMINGTON: Were supposed to be told what? 

MR. PUHAN; What the figure was, what the amount of 
money was that they had. 

SENATOR SYMINGTON; For each Division? 

MR. PUHAN: For each Division. 

SENATOR SYMINGTON: Who was going to tell them that? 

MR. PUHAN: Mr. Bauer. Now, Mr. Bauer has the same 

problems that any executive in the Voice of America has, 
in not knowing what he has for the entire year, what he has 
for three months, and whether that is going to be changed 
on you. 

The question in my mind is: If Mr. Bauer did not tell 

him and It was iny belief he had told Mr. Baldanmai whteioi 

he knew; and the figure was something like $30, OW tor Latin 
America. My impression was that he had told him that. I 
consider this argument between Mr. Ayers and Mr, Baldanza, 
and Mr. Bauer smethlng of a tempest in a teapot, frankly. 

SENATOR SYMINGTON: Well, Just to be sure that I under-- 

stand the ndture of your position with respect to Mr. Ayers ♦ 
testimony, Mr. Ayers testified that when he found out what 
the budget was, somewhere between $50,000 and $60,000 had 
been put into a program called ’’The Eye of the Eagle,*' and 
there was about $2,000 left for other programs. He also 
testified that he consistently asked Mr. Bauer, with the 
approval of his immediate superior, how much money they had 
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to spend, and tbat Information vas never given to bim until 
all tbe money bad been used up. 

He also testified tbat tbe person to whom Mr. Bauer 
reported, and the person to whom be reported, with Mr. 
Baldanza, was you. 

I was wondering why it was that you were operating 

your departments on the basis of not having the people 

the 

knowing bow much/money was that they had to spend, especial- 
ly as they had to spend it all the time, and they didn’t 
know what it was. 

MR. PUHAN: Senator, as 1 say, and as was brought out 

in the testimony, I believe, if my memory serves me right, 

Mr. Ayers stated Mr. Puhan had given a directive to Mr. 

Bauer and to Ur. Baldanza to cooperate , to work this out, 
and to lot them know what the figures are. I assure you 
i have a thousand problems. You were head of a large 
agency, sir. I have many, many problems. And I did not 
bear of or did not know that there was still some sort of a 
hassle going on,' on this. That is to the best of my recol- 
lection. They are all good men, those three men. And l 
believe, incidentally , in the description of the program — 
now, you know, we put out 375,000 words every day in 46 
languages . 

SENATOR SYMINGTON; Let me get this straight. You do 
not agree with Mr. Ayers with respect to Mr. Bauer at all. 
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do you? 

Mil. PUHAN: I think Hr. uer is all right. 

SENATOil SYMINGTON: And so you do not agree with Mr. 

Ayers on that? 

MR. PUHAN: iKell, if he questions his loyally, I would 

have to disagree, fr6m what 1 know. 

SENATOR SYMINGTON: Then you believe that it was all 

right for The Eye of the Eagle, based on all the circuai- 
stances i i this very involved setup you are running — you 
believe it was all right to have The Eye of the Eagle for 
$50,000 to $60,000 as a sound way to operate his department? 

MR. PUHAM: I am not sure figure was correct. I think 

it was $30,000. But in view of the fact that 21 posts in 
^atin America had asked for this program, after auditioning 
it, it seemed to me valid enough reason to permit this 
program to go on. You know, Latin America believes in 
soap opera type broadcasting, and frequently , just because it 
does not say in every second line, ’’Down with Stalin" — 
This is the sugar-coated pill. This is not to my mind, if 
I am any kind of expeft in radio at all, the best type of 
radio program. I consider it corny. But you know what it 

is. The Eye of the Eagle is the story of the heroic 
American scientist — a Dick Tracy kind of show — who 
conquers the forcesof injustice and evil. And the forces of 
injustice and evil have Husslan names. 
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Now, there wassome argiiment about changing of words. 

I beard some of that. For instance, it was said that the 
word ''Cominf orm*’ had been used, and Mr. Ayers had insisted 
on "Communist.'* I looked at the scripts. They had the 
word "Coainform" in them. When the changes bad been 
recommended, to the best of my knowledge, those changes 
were made. Now, the words appear "Cominform," "Communist," 
"Kremlin," "Dictator." Those are the words that are used 
in the script. They are neither the best nor the worst 
of the series. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Let me interrupt. If this is a children's 

program, you would not expect those children to know what 
"Cominform" was? 

MR. PUHAN: Senator, I wouldn^t call it a children ’^s 

program. I am no expert on L^tin America. I have only been 

\ 

In Brazil, and that for a very short time, and I don't 

speak Spanish or Portuguese. But I would say it is a 

program for youth. It is a program foT the teen-agers, ' 

even the university or college students in some ways. And 

1 think that is an important audience for us to get. 

THE CHAIRMAN: The thing that hit me at the time Mr. 

% 

Ayers was testifying, and still does, is this, thatyou 
spent all except $2,000 on that thriller program. Do you 
think that is sound? 


MR. PUHAN: Senator, what was not brought out is that 
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there are two hours and twenty-five minutes of broadcasting 
every day to Latin America that was net concerned with this 
program at all. The Latin American Division, headed by 
Mr. Baldanza, carries out his program of carrying news, 
political commentaries, strong anti -Communist material. 

This was a small fraction of the package program that is 
sent down to Latin America. 

the CHAIRMAN: We are talking about the prepared shows, 
and we understand that all of the money except about $2,000 
was spent for this thriller show. Now, I am not trying to 
tell you whether it was right or wrong at this time. I am 
trying to get your opinion as to whether you think that was 

a vflse allocation. 

Mr. Ayers felt that a show like The Eye of the Eagle 
apparently would be all right, it It only took up a minor 
part of bis budget. It took up all except *2,000. 

Now, do you think that wan a wise allocation? 

MK. PUHAN; senator. In .lew of the fact that there wer. 
twenty-one poets who want ed this type of program, I would 
have to accede to the wish*, of the men who are In the field 
Sow, I have some views, personal views, on the entire packag. 
program. Ae far as I am concerned. If you can broadcast 
from the United States of America with an effective signal, 
let’s forget about our package program. It Is more expen- 
sive anyway. And If you have good loyal people doing the 
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job, who are security-cleared, let us do the program from 
here, and we will have no such problems as making The Eye 
of the Eagle. 

SENATOR SYMINGTON: The Eye of the Eagle is a youth 

program « We understand it had something to do with a 
helicopter and a seeing eye operating through a building, 
and so on. Regardless of what the South Americans want, 
do you think that Is a good way to spend the taxpayers^ 
money, where you put Into this program somewhere between 
95 and 98 per cent of the money, putting it into The Eye 
of the Eagle? 

MR. PUHAN: Senator, if by putting that show on you 

show the Russians, the Commies, up as evil, and if it means 
that it has to be done in a syrupy, corny way, and you win 
friends for the United States, the answer is ”yes,* Senator. 

SENATOR SYMINGTON: I Just want to say that your 

testimony Is directly contrary to Mr. Ayers^ with respect 
to this program. And I, at least, was impressed with some 
of his testimony . 

I would like to ask another question. Both of those 
men reported to you, and yet, as I undonland i t , you say 
that you told them, ’’You are a couple of good boys. Get 
along together. Work this out.” 

MR. PUHAN: Not in those words, Senator. 

SENATOR SYMINGTON: Well, I am in tores ted in finding out 
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how you did that. If we have one person who comes up here 
and testifies this was the way the Department was handled, 
be did not approve of the broadcasts, he was not allowed 
to say what should be broadcast, he could not even get a 
budget to operate his department, and he reported to you 
and the other fellow Reported to you, I am interested, as 

having a little administrative experience, in what your 

/ 

answer is to that position. 

MR. PUHAN: Senator, my instructions were not in terms 

of, "Let’s be good boys." I told Mr, Bauer at the time, 

\ 

to the best of my recollection,- "If you know what your 
budget figure is and you haven’t told Baldanza, tell him at 
once what your figure for the budget is, and get busy and 
do it." 

THE CHAIRMAN: Did be do it? 

MR. PUHAN: As far as I knew. Senator, be did it. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Did ■ you say to him, "Mr. Bauer, do you 

know what your budget figures are?" 

HR. PUHAN: You understand, when you talk about the 

budget, the budget is under the control of the Comptroller, 
and they work through administrative officers. 

SENATOR POTTER: You know, what disturbed me with Mr. 

o 

Ayers’ testimony: Sere you have your Overseas Branch, which 

is a service unltv Is that not true? 

MR. PUHAN: That is essentially true. 
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SENATOR POTTER: And Mr. Ayers' branch was a produc- 

tion unit? 

MR. PUHAN: Yes. 

SENATOR POTTER: Now, why did not Ayers* branch enter 

Into and make the contracts for the program, rather than 
to allow a seirvlcd unit to do it, where the personnel, to 
my understanding, the personnel In that branch, are not 
expected to and do not have the training to determine what 
type of program should be run? 

MR. PUHAN: I believe, sir, that the Latin American 

Divlstoidid enter into it, because the initials on every 
one of the scripts — they bear the initials of a member 
of the Latin American Division, of Stu Ayers and Steve 
Baldanza, I believe also when the contracts are looked 
at they may well bear the signature of the Division Chief 
for Latin America. 

SENATOR POTTER: According to Mr. Ayers, the scripts 

were not prepared by his Division. The scripts were con- 
tracted for by the Overseas Division. They would come to 
the production group, and Ayers muld recommend certain 
changes in the script. But he was overruled by the Service 
Unit . 

MR. PUHAN: Well, all I can say is what I said before, 

that considering them all good men, all three of them, ex- 
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SENaTOit POTTKll: Well, at the time of their testimony, 

what disturbed me was the fact that I thought it shows 
evidence of lack of good administration on the part of some- 
body, of not keeping their finger on it. 

Here you have one group tha t , according to the testimony, 
was branching out and doing a job which it did not have 
authority to do, doing a Job which should be done by another 
branch in your own Division. 

UR. PUHAN : No. The Overseas Services were set up 

specifically for one purpose, and that was to service posts 
with transcriptions, service overseas posts with transcrip- 
tions, which would be played back from local stations. Now, 
why was this not immediately given to the Divisions that 
do theactual broadcasting? There are several reasons for. 
that. One was that what was wanted were shows with a lot 
of production, because they wouldn't be distorted by short 
wave, you see. 

A secoDd reason was in the law which the distinguished 
Senator sitting here fathered, in a section in that law, it 
was urged upon the Department of State to avail itself of 
outside contractors to get the materials. Now, inevitably, 
when you do that, sir, you are going to have to pay more 
money for that. 


SENATOR POTTER; Ur. Ayers testified that they could 
have done it for $200,000 per script, while it was costing 
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your Overseas service approximately $1200 per script, 

IIR. PUHAN; Well, now, here Mr. Ayers may be somewhat 
inaccurate. He may think of it from the point of view of 
hiring announcers, actors, and buying a script. But you 
have to add to that your studio time, your studio engineers. 
You have to add to that what it costs for the ship program, 
and so on. 

I would say the difference between what was done on the 
outside, and the other, is a difference between approximate- 
ly $758 per half hour program when done by VOA in the house, 
and $1,100 when done by a private vendor outside. 

THE CHAIRMAN: May I Interrupt? I am going to ask the 

witness and counsel if they will try and speed this up. 
have the Acting Head of the Voice standing by waiting, and 
I do not like to keep the head of the Department wa>riaing his 
heels too long. 

SENATOR JACKSON: Thereis just one thing in connection 

with Mr. Ayers* testimony that concerned me. If I am wrong 
on this, I want the staff or someone to correct me. Mr. 

Ayers testified, I believe, that Mr. Bauer, or someone under 
his direction, changed the script from time to time, and 
where the term •*anti-Communis t” had been used, he substituted 
’•Democratic .•• 

Mr. Ayers wrote a memorandum in 
which he said, ’’Why not put the money that goes into this 


1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

84 

26 


5109 


pap into bullets?" And they asked him to withdraw that 
from the file. And he agreed to withdraw it from the file 
provided they took all the changesthat he suggested in the 
testimony. And they said that they would do that. And he 
withdrew it from the file. Then later, he saw the script j 
and none of the changes had been made that they said would 
be made if he did withdraw It. 

Do you know anything about that? 

MR. PUHAN: Only since the testimony, and I believe 

it is Inaccurate, Senator. 

SENATOR SYMINGTON: You believe it is inaccurate? 

MR. PUHAN: I believe the changes were made. At least, 

in the script I saw, I saw "Comlnform" struck out. 

MR. COHN: This was with reference to only one particula 

script. No. 26, and I don't think they were made. But that 
is a side issue, anyway. 

Mr. Puhan, I want -to ask you about something else. 

This is, I think, an extremely important thing. 

You are familiar with the fact that the State Department 
bad something c^ed the Office of German Affairs. Is that 
right? 

MR. PUHAN: That is correct. 

MR. COHN: And do they have some people stationed over 

in Germany, State Department representatives? 


MR. PUHAN: Yes, Hi -Cog. 
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MR. COHN: Bl-Cog. Did there ever come a time when 

the powers that be decided that one or more of those persons 
should be brought over to the United States to work at the 
Voice of America? ♦•Yes” or ”no”? 

MR. PUHAN: Yes. 

MR. COHN: I want to make a little time here. 

MR. PUHAN: Yes. 

MR, COHN: And let me ask you this, too: Is it a fact 

that the employees at Hi-Cog are not required to have as 
extensive an FBI field investigation as those who work at 
the Voice of America? 

MR. PUHAN: I believe that that is true. I am not sure 

of it, but I believe that is true. 

MR, COHN: Did there come a time when certain of these 

people with the Office of German Affairs of the Shte Depart* 
ment filed applications for transfer to the Voice of America, 
and, having filed those applications, were given full 
field FBI Investigations before they could come to the 
Voice of America? 

MR. PUHAN: I think Mr. Thompson is more familiar with 

this than I am in this particular. 

MR, COHN: All right, I will withdraw that. 

May I ask Mr. Thompson about that, Mr. Chairman? 

THE CHAIRMAN: Will you answer thgjt ^ Mr. Thompson? 
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MR. THOMPSON: 


I believe you have confused two organl— 
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.A . 

zatione a little. The Office of German Affairs is the 
WashlHi^ton end of it, and Hi-Cog is the German end of it. 
And there \rere some Americans who were in Germany who were 
put in process for clearance for jobs at the Voice. 

M-l. COHN: How many people? 

M/i. THOMPSON: Well, I, of course, didn’t see all of 

them. I do know that several were, three or four or five. 

Mil, PUHAN : I can take it from there, 

Mr{. COHN: Aix right, we will say about five. Would 
that be right? 

MH. PUHAN: That was the irapresaion. 

Mit. COHN: I will name them for you. Let's see if i am 

right. A man named Charles Lewis? 

Mrt. PUHAN: Yes. 

MR. COHN: A man named Ed L-'^hechter? 

MR. PUHAN: Right. 

MR. COHN: A man named Theodore Kaghan? 

MR. PUHAN: Yes. 

MR. COHN: A man named Harold Wright? 

MR . PUHAN : Yes . 

MR. COHN: There is one more, whose name l can never 

think of. 

Will you agree with me, Mr. Thompson, that we decided 
there were five? 


MR. THOMPSON: I believe there were five. I have for- 
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gotten the other name myself now. 

MR. COHN: All right. Now, out of those five persons, 
how many of those five state Department employees passed 
the security test, Ur. Thompson? 

MR, THOMPSON: Well, to my knowledge, one. 

MR. COHN: His name is Mr. Wright. Those other four 

who did not pass: are they still with the State Department? 

MR. PUHAH: Mr. Lewie, I believe, has resigned. Mr. 

Schechter is still with Hi-Cog in Germany as the Chief of the 
Radio Branch in Germany. 

MR. COHN: Is he one of those who failed this test? 

THE CHAIRMAN: "Ves" or *'no.” Try and cut your answers. 


if you will . 

MR. PUHAN: I was told he was not suitable for 

employment and. that I should not use him here, whereupon 
I picked up the phone and said, ’'This is a very strange thing. 
A man was turned down, and he is still Chief of the Branch 
in Germany.” 

SENATOR JACKSON: Turned down for security? 

MR. PUHAN: It dldn*t say that. 

MR. COHN: Do you know? 

MR, PUHAN: I don't know that. He was not unsuitable. 

He could not be employed. 

MR. COHN: What other reason could there possibly be? 


UR . PUHAN : Mora Is . 
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MR, COHN: lell^ that Is security, 

THE CHAIRMAN: In other words, either loyalty or 

morals. Is that correct? 

MR. PUHAN: Yes. 

SENATOR JACKSON: Well, it was not because hs was not 

qualified, qualified in a professional sense of doing the 
job? 

MR, PUHAN: You could not call him unqualified, be-* 
cause he was holding a job and had area experience in Germany, 

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Puban, the FBI investigation, which 

was conducted, after which you were notified that this man 
was not suitable, does not go into the question of qualifica- 
tions for the particular job. That is a loyalty investi- 
gation, a security investigation, which also deals with 
morals. Right? 

MR, PUHAN: I believe so, yes. 

THE CHAIRMAN: So when you were phoned and told that 

this man was not suitable, it did not mean that he was 
unsuitable fbm the standpoint of competence in a particular 
job. It meant that he was unsuitable because the security 
check showed that he was unsuitable for a loyalty standpoint, 
a security standpoint, which would include aorals. Right? 

MR. PUHAM: I would assume that that is correct. 

THK CHAIRMAN: And this man was subsequently promoted, 

so that he is now the Chief of what? 
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liRr PUHAH: He Is ^he Chief of the BriQCh of the 

Information Services Division of Bi-Cog in Germany. 

MU. COHN: When did this happen? 

MR, PUHAN: It happened in about November, vhen I was 

told, in November of last year. 

MH. THOMPSON: The last week in November, approximately, 

SENATOR JACKSON: November of 1952? 

MR. PUHAN: Yes. 

MR. COHN: Now, how about these other people? Kaghan^ 

Is Kaghan still over in Germany? 

THE CHAIRMAN: Let me ask one question. Is there any 

objection to your telling us who had the task of evaluating 
material on Schechter, and who called you? 

MR. COHN: Let me ask this of Mr. Thompson. Mr. Thompson 

is it not a fact that you actually saw the turndown in the 
case of some of these people? 

MR. THOMPSON: In the case of at least Charles Lewis, 

I remember specifically. 

MR« COHN: You saw it? 

MH. THOMPSON: I saw it myself. 

MR. COHN: In black and white? 

MR. THOMPSON: Yes. I believe the first time it came 

to my attention, was in the late spring or early summer of 
•49. 

MR. COHN: Now, did you not see the turndowns on some 
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of the others? Or don’t you recall whether you did or not? 

Mil, THOMPSON: Well, there were a number of people in 

Germany. There were a number of people in New York. The 
people in Germany had immediate area experience. They bad 
been overseas a long time. it was considered that there 
ought to be some exchanging going on. 

TH$ CHAIRMAN: No, you did not hear the question. The 

question was: Did you see the turn downs on some of the 

others? 

MR. THOMPSON: Well, let’s put it this way. So I person- 

ally received the applies tion papers , the Forms 57’ s, and they 
call them 668’s, and some others, and fingerprints, l put 
them in process. If they come out cleared, there will be 
some changes. Well, they never came out cleared. 

Now, as far as Lewis is concerned, I saw the turndown. 

I do not remember seeing the other turndowns. But inasmuch 
as I was in Germany in October of *51, I was asked by these 
people, *'Ara I coming to New York?” 

I said, "I do not knov. Your clearanc* has not cose 
through 

Well, wo don't have access to the security file, so I 
didn't know what the status was. 

MR, COHN: Did you see Scbechter's turn down, Mr, Puhan? 


MR, PUHAN: I received from the personnel officer, Xd 

cy , a form — or perhaps frou the administrative officer, — 
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Fbicb stated that Mr. Schechter was not to be employed. 

And then It went on, and something was crossed out. But be 
was not to be employed by the Voice of America . 

MR. COHN: Did they not go so far as to say he was not 
to be used even on a temperary purchase order basis by the 
Voice of Amedca? 

MR. PUHAN: I thought about that some more. I don^t 

believe that my recollection was correct on that. I think he 
could be used on purchase order, but that he was to be 
something like that, terminated perhaps after that. My shod 
came when I learned he had been named bead of the Rr<dio 
Branch in Germany. I picked up the phone and called them. 

MR. COHN: Whom did you call? 

MR. PUHAN: I believe a Mr. Cordell in A1 Busch's shop 

in Compton's shop in Washington. 

MR. COHN: Whom did you call up? 

MR.POHAN: I called Macy first in New York. Then Cordell 
called me about another man that he wanted to send, a second 
man. I said, 'nVho is the first man in Germany?" He said, 
"Schechter 

I said, "How can that be? The man has beenturned down. 

TEDS CHAIRMAN: The question was: Whom did you call in 

Washington? 

MR. PUHAN: I don't remember, Senator, now. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Did you discuss any of these cases with 
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Mr. Harris? 

MR. PUHAN; No, sir. I never have. 

MR, COHN: Mr. Thompson, let me see if I can develop 

this rapidly here. You know about this same situation Mr. 
Puhan has described, do you not, the fact that these names 
had been submitted and they didn* t pass security? 

MR. THOMPSON: Yes. 

MR, COHN: After that happened, they still kept their 

Job with the State Department in Germany? 

MR. THOMPSON: In Germany. 

MR. COHN: Did you ever have any trouble with them in 
their capacities with the State Department in Germany? 

MR THOMPSON: Well, their position was such in 

Germany that in order for us in New York to accomplish things] 
in Germany, we necessarily had to work through them. 

MR. COHN: Now, you had to woik through them. Was 
what you were trying to accomplish in Germany the strengthen-] 
ing of Voice facilities and the penetratko of theSoviet zone,] 
and so on and so forth? 

MR. THOMPSON: Among other things, the completion of 

the construction and operation, or placing into operation, of 
a new transmitter there at Munich. 

MR. COHN: Would that have gotten into the Soviet Union? 

MR, THOMPSON: Oh, yes. That was the purpose of it. 

hr. COHN: All right. Did you encounter any difficulty 
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from these people over In Germany? 

MR • THOMPSON : Well, it seemed to me that every step we 

took we met decided opposition. 

One, we needed a frequency to operate on. The fre- 
quencies were under the control of the Radio Branch. In 

the first instance, they wereunder the control of the Radio 
Branch . 

Next, we needed to negotiate land leases or land 
purchases, which we also had to cari'y through this Radio 
Branch in the first instance. AH of our instructions, you 
see, from New York, come to Washington, and then they go 
through the German Affairs Division, and then they go to the 
High Commissioner^ Office, R^dlo Branch, and then they go to 
Munich . 

MR. COHN; Yqu say the trouble you bad was with these 
people in Munich. Is that right? 

MR. THOMPSON: These people in the Radio Banch 

generally, in the High Commissioner's Office in Germany. 

MR. COHN; In Germany; is that right? 

MR. THOMPSON; In Germany, specifically. 

MR. COHN; And you say your efforts were being thwarted. 
Your effort to get through to the Soviet zone, and so on and 
so forth? 

MR. THOMPSON: To complete this big transmi tter that we 

bad been authorized to construct and operate. 
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COHN: Now, did this situation become so serious 

that you made a trip down to see Reed Harris about it? 

MR, THOMPSON: The specific occasion for the trip I 

don’t remember. But I was in Mr, Harrises office. 

MR. COHN: Did you bring up the question of the fact 

that these people were security turn downs and that they 
were making things very tough for you over in Germany by 
virtue of their State Department poeitions? 

MR. THOMPSON: I made the statement that I did not 

like this opposition from a group of peeudo-Amerlcans 
Well, I don’t like to say it. I was a little mad at the time, 
because we had had so many delays. And every step that we 
took, took an inordinate amount of effort. And everything 
that we did just seemed to take so long, ^nd I was in 
Washington, and I talked to Mr. Harris about some other thlnfs 
and I said something like this: *'lt looks to me like we hav< 

too much trouble accomplishing things through the Kadlo 
Branch in Germany, and I don't see why we should, unless it 
is that bunch of pseudo-Americans who couldn't pass security/^ 

MR. COHN: What did Mr. Harris say to you? 

MR. THOMPSON: He said, I didn't understand the organi- 

zation and the operation. I believe I can read and under- 
stand it quite well. 

THE CHAIRMAN: What is this Charles Lewis doing now? 


Do you know? 
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1 

I MR. THOMPSON: He resigned, I understand, because i 

2 

I saw bln in New York. 

3 

1 TS CHAIRMAN: The other two men? 

r 

4 

I SENATOR POTTER: When did he resign? Do you know? 

5 

MR. THOMPSON: It nust have been in the last week of 

6 

s 

Novembo’, because it was in, I believe, just early December 

7 

that I saw bln in New York. He was living some place in 

8. 

1 Connecticut, l believe. 

9 

1 THE CHAIRMAN: Who are the other two men? 

10 

MR. PUHAN: Kaghan, K-a-g-h-a-n, Theodore. 

11 

THE CHAIRMAN: And is be over in Hl-Cog al.so? 

12 

MR, PUHAN: To the best of my knowledge, he is still 

13 

over there. 

14 

MR. THOMPSON: He is Chief of the Information Services 

15 

Division, over the Radio Branch. 

16 

SENATOR POTTER: When did he get his promotion? 

17 

MR. PUHAN: That is -not part of the Voice. 

18 

THE CHAIRMAN: I understand that they could not qualify 

19 1 

for the Voice, but they are doing the work over there now. 

20 

where in effect they are in a position totmve either 

21 

semi-supervision over the Voice, or they can sabotage your 

22 

efforts if they want to. 

23 

Now, let me ask you: He got his promotion after he 

24 

failed to pass security to qualify for the Voice? 

25 

MR. THOMPSON: I don’t know about this promotion business 


Alderson Reporting Company 
Washington, D. C. 


5121 




8 


ARC 




1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
11 
12 

13 

14 
16 
16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 


Now, wait. Schechter is the man who got promoted. I don’t 
remember exactly what Kaghan was, except that for a long 
time he has been Chief of the Information Services. 

THB CHAIRMAN: I see. So that Kaghan may not have 
got a promotion, but Schechter did^ How about the third 
man, or the fourth one? He had Lewie, Schechter, Kaghan. 

MR, COHN: Wright was the man who did pass? 

MR,. PUHAN: He is with the Voice, 

MR. THOMPSON: He is all right. 

MR. COHN: There was another name. Do you recall that 

name, Mr. Thompson? 

MR. THOMPSON: It has to be Shepherd Stone, Because 

he is the boss of all of them. 

THB CHAIRMAN: Do you know if he is related to William 

T. Stone? 

MR. PUHAN: I don't believe so. That is not bis right 

name, Shepherd Stone. I think he has a Lithuanian name of 
some sort. He is a former New York Times correspondent, 

THB CHAIRMAN: And he failed to pass , and his job now 

ia what? 

MR, PUHAN: He is out. Senator, I am speaking only of 

what I hear. Be Is out of the program and I think is with 
a Foundation. That is what I have beard, a foundation in 
New York, or something like that. 

THE CHAIRMAN: You were going to say something, Mr. 
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Tbompson. Was it your opinioo that Stona was still with 
Hl-Cog? 

MH. TlfOMPSCW: He was there when 1 was there a little 

over a year ago, and 1 thought i remenbered seeing corres- 
pondehce with hla nane on It, frankly,, within the past six 
nonths. I may be wrong. 

TEW CHAIRMAN: Thank you. 

Anything further? 

SENATOR STUINOTON: One more question I would like to 

ask. Mr. Chairman, the witness, Mr. Puhan, has pretty well 
discredited a great deal of the testimony of Mr. Ayers, and 
f have received, 1 think, three or four wires, including one 
from Mr. Bauer himself, requesting to be . If I may 

respectfully request, it might be a go^^ idea for Mr. Puhan 
to write a letter to the committee giving exactly what hla 
position is with respect to these two subordiaa.te^ , how they 
are getting along, and whether he thinks they should continue, 
what the picture is, so that Mr. Bauer's testimony could be 
based not only on Mr. Ayers’ testimony but on what Mr. 

Puhan thinks . 

MR. PMHAN: May I Just say one word. Senator? I do not 

like to discredit any of ray good people. I believe they are 
good people. I believe there are some Inaccuracies, and that 
it is a matter that can be straightened out. 

SENATOR JACKSON: Is there any personal feeling between 
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Mr, Bauer and Mr. Ayer*? 

MR. PUHaN: Yes, thsre 1*. 

SENiiTOH JACK30N : I aisan personal feuding or personal 

differences? 

Uil. PUHAN: Well, there appears to be, yes. 

MR, THOMPSON! WoAd you let ee MaMe a conaieiit off the 
record? 

THB CHAIRMAN: Certainly. 

(Discussion c^ff the record.) 

MR^ COHN: I want to ask you this, Mr.Thowpson. Doyou 

recall intbe spring of 19^1, having a discsesion with teed 
Harris prior to an appearance before a congressional appro- 
priation comaittee? 

MR, THOMPSON : Before the Budget process , yes; Bef^Ose 
the Bureau of the Budget and the Approprlatio:ise GSmmAtimm. 

MR, COHN: Did Mr. Harris subsit a scbedule wteicb be wai 

going to give to a congressional coanlttee concerning the 
allocation of funds which be had sade to the Voice of Aserlci 
and to other phased of the Xnforsation progras? 

MR. THOMPSON: It was part of the entire budget pre- 

sentation, yes. 

MR, COHN: Did you look at It, and did you take the 

position that Mr. Mnls was ■Isreprsaenting tbs aaouat of 
money that be had i|n fact allocated to the Voice of Aaerlca? 

MR. THOMPSOM:. Tes . 
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MR« COHN: The background of that was, as i understand, 
that Congress bad indicated a strong Intention that a very 
large portion of the funds shatd go to the Voice of America, 
and that Mr. Harris wanted to put his best foot forward in 
so far as that was concerned, but you strongly objected 
to any inaccurate figures being placed in this schedule ; 
is that right? 

MR. THOlffSON: I objected to my boss and myself going 

before any Appropriations Committee with a budget document 
that did not represent the facts as they were. 

MR. COHN: Did you win out in your insistence that the 

true facts be prepared on tbescbedule rather than the figure 
Mr.. Harris wanted to put in? 

MR, THOMPSON: Yes, I worked all Friday night, Saturday, 

and Sunday on 1 t . 

THE CHAIRMAN: In other words ,. is it your testimony 

that Harris was going to knowingly give the Appropriations 
Committee the wrong information? 

MR. THOMPSON: Your budget has three columns in it; 

last year, this year, and next year. The **thls year’’ 
column, according to our instructions from the Bureau of the 
Budget should reflect the amount of noiiey that has beien 
allocated to the given activity for this year. That column 
did not reflect the facts, because I had the allotments. 

It did not reflect the facts. 
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SENATOR MUNDT: Did Harris know tint it did not reflect 

the facts, or was it an honest mistake on his part? 

MR. THOMPSON: He knew it when I told him, sir. 

SENATOR MUNDT: He know it when you told him. Then 

did he acquiesce in your point of view, or argue to put it 
that way anyhow? 

THOMPSON: In all fairness, let us say this. Pro- 

paring a document, a budget document, takes some time. There 
may have been sow transfers of funds, of allocations in the 
fi}e. It vras quite short. 

THK CHAIRMAN; The question, Mr. Thompson, was; After 

you called this to Harris’s attention, did he say, "All right 
Correct it"? 

JlR. THOMPSON; He said it didn't make any difference. 

THE CHAIRMAN; In other words, he wanted to submit the 
figures as they were, rather than to correct them? 

MR. THOMPSON; He said it didn’t make any difference. 

I said it did make a lot of difference. 

SENATOR SYMINGTON; This is not a”platters versus live 
broadcasting" argument, is it? 

MR. THOMPSON; Not at all. 

MR. COHN; One last question; When you were with the 
voics . couple of ye.rs .go, .ud lo fact l thick It goes 
>ck to -48 or -49, did you look Into this purchase order 
iystea. by ehlch people wrote scripts for purchase orders, 
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and did you come across a situation where soaebody bad 
been turned down for security reasons as an eaployee of the 
Voice and bad nevertheless come back in through the other 
door and had beep writing scripts on a purchase order basis? 

MR. THOMPSON: Well, without being impertinent, let's put 

it this way. I came to the Voice on, I believe, November 
19,194b, by invitation. In about February of *49, which 
was a couple of months later, I seemed lobave difficulty 
gettkg exactly where we stood, financially ^ One of the big 
items seemed to be purchaseorder funds for scripts and 
announcers . 

So I began to look into it. And since my family bad no 
beennmved to New York, I was around the office at night, and 
I was living quite close by — 

MH. COHN: The upshot is that you discovered the situa- 

tion? 

MR. THOMPSON: It looked like too many people were around 

that I couldn't identify, tasked, ’’Who are you?" "Well, I 
am on purchase order." 

"Who do you work for?" "I work for So and So." 

"Who is be?" "He is on purchase order." 

So I began to look into the thing, and we began to put 
out some strengthening instructions to tighten down. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Thompson, this is all extremely 

Interesting, and we want to hear it, but counsel is asking 
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yoisotne questions, and 1 wish you would restrict it. 

COHN 4 W? are awfully pressed for time. There are 
Just certain points 1 want to get before the committee. 

Do you know of any indication where a man was turned 
down as a full time employee for security reasons and came 
back and was writingscripts? 

MR . THOMPSON : I couldn* t name the man. I wouU say 

that there are some, yes. 

MR. COHN: AH right. Thereafter, as a result of that, 

was there a revision of this purchase order system under 
your supervision? 

MR . THOMPSON : Yes . 

MR. COHN: There was a man named Fisher Northrup hack 

in 1949, or something, that was placed in charge of some of 
these purchase order people? 

MR. THOMPSON: Well, in August of 1951, 1 didn* t like 

the purchase order business. So I rewrote the procedures. 

MR. COHN: And a man ty the name of Fisher Northrup was 

put in there? 

MR. THOMPSON: Just a minute. To tie it down completty 

so that there could be no loopholes: Now, in order to put a 

procedure in effect, you must have somebody to police it. 

MR. COHN: Fisher Northrup was put in there. Is that 
right? 


MR. THOMPSON: Yes. 
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MR. CX)HN: And did it turn out a oouple of months ago tha : 
this Fisher Northrop was a homosexual, and was he discharged*' 
MR. THOMPSON: He was discharged. 

MR, COHN: And he had bad the say over the hiring of 

these people? 

MR. THOMPSON: His responsibility was to control the 

purchase order use of personnel. 

SENATOR MUNDT: Who appointed Fisher Nortbrup to that 

Job? 

MR. THOMPSON; Right at this moment, I don't know. 
SENATOR. MUNDT : Was it Charles Thayer? 

MR. THOMPSON: No, sir. He was gone. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Can you find out?* You must have some 

record to show who hired him. 

MR. THOMPSON: You see, be had been there for quite a 

long while, 

THE CHAIRMAN: That is not the question. The question 

is. Can you find out who hired him, whether be was there 

for a month, or a- year, or what? Do you have .some record 
of that? 

MR. THOMPSON: I am sure the personnel office has. I 

don’t. The personnel office has, I am sure. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Can you give us some idea of the number 
of Individuals who were turned down for security reasons, 
and subsequently employed on what you oall a purchase order I 
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basis? Roughly, the number, if you have any idea? 

MR. THOMPSON: No, not the number. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I do not want to pin you down on some- 

thing you do not know, but could you come close enough to 
say it was four or less than ten people, or more or less 
than five? 

MR«THOMPSON: I would say it was more than five, and 
probably more than ten. 

SENATOR MUNDT: Would you be able, by going back to your 

records, to mention any cases specifically by name? You said 
a minute ago you could not name anyone. 

MR. THOMPSON: I cannot do that. But the personnel 

office and the fiscal office, together, can. Their records 
are for tbatpurpose. I do not have records like that. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Any questions? 

Senator McClellan? 

SENATOR MCCLELLAN; No. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Are you through, Counsel? 

You gentlemen may step down, and thank you very much. 

MR. THOMPSON: Let me ask yoirone question. Can we go 

back to Mew York? 

THE CHAIRMAN; Yes. 

MR. PUHAN: Thank you, gentlemen. 
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THE CHAIRMAN: Will you stand up, Hr. Harris? 

In this natter non in hearing before the conaittee', 
do you soleanly swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

UR. HARRIS: I do, Mr. Chairman. 

THE CHAIRMAN: This is Ur . Reed Harris, the Acting 

Director of the Voice; is that right? 

TESTIMONY OF REED HARRIS, DEPUTY 
ADMINISTRATOR, UNITED STATES INTERNATIONAL 
INFORMATION ADMINISTRATION. 

UR. HARRIS: Ur. Chairman, may I correct that? I am 

informed that Mr. Coapton is still the Acting Director until 
such time as a new man is appointed. 

THE CHAIRMAN; I see. Is Mr. Compton still on the job 
in his office? 

MR. HARRIS: On normal work days, yea. He is not there 

today. 

MR. COHN: Who is in charge today? 

MR. HARRIS: There is no question of a person being 

in charge. He is in town, and he is in charge if the 
committee wishes to talk with the person in charge of the 
International Information Administration. 

MR. COHN: Oh, I see. Suppose a problem arises today. 

Who makes the decision on it if Dr. Compton is not available?l 

MR. HARRIS: If ke is not available , I make the decision. | 

MR. COHN: You are the next man to Dr. Compton? 
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u:<. HARRIS: That is right. 

Ml, COHN: And we nade some requests to Dr, Compton, 

and you have replied to them. 

MR, HARRIS: I have replied to some on his behalf, 

yes . 

MR. COHN: You are the number two man in the entire 

Information setup; is that right? 

MR. HARRIS: At the present time, yes, sir. 

MR. COHN: How long have you held that post? 

HR. HARRIS: Since the International Information Ad- 

ministration was created, in January 1952. 

MR. COHN: And who appointed you to that post? 

MR. HARRIS:! Was appointed to that post — appointments 
are made' by the head of Personnel on behalf of the head of 
the Agency, who would be Dr. Compton. 

MR. COHN: Did you get the job by Dr. Compton’s per- 

sonal choice? 

MR. HARRIS: Dr. Compton personally chose me. All the 

top people at the time he came in went to him and said 
that if he wished to have them resign or transferred or any- 
thing of that sort, they were ready to do so. I specif ica llj 
did that with him. Then he chose me. 

MR. COHN: You were there then? 

MR. HARRIS: I was in the organization as Deputy Genera] 


Manager at that time. 
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MR. COHN: How did you get your position as Deputy 

General Manager? 

MR. HARRIS: My position as Deputy General Manager 

came about as a request of Mr. W. K. Scott, now the Deputy 
Assistant Secretary for Administration. 

MR. COHN: Now, let me ask you this. After Dr. Compton 

appointed you Deputy Administrator ,^ld you have some latitude 
in choosing the rest of the personnel, top personnel? 

MR. HARRIS: No, sir, I bad notbing to do with the 

choice of the top personnel. 

MR. COHN: Do you know a man named Bradley Connors? 

MR. HARRIS: I certainly do, sir. 

MR. COHN: Did you have anything to do with his obtain- 

ing his present position? 

/ 

HR. HARRIS*: I believe I was asked whether he was a 

person who would be suitable for the positiou, and I said 
”yes.” 

MR. COHN: When you said he would be suitable for the 

position as the top policy man for our entire Information 
program in a time of the world when we are fighting commu- 
nism, did you know he was entirely unfamiliar with communism, 
had never read any work of Marx, Lenin, or Stalin, didn’t kno^ 
about the Communist Party of the United States, didn't know 
wbat the Smith Act was, didn’t kno about Earl Browder, or his 
oust er as bead of the American Communist Party, didn' t know 


I 


Alderson Reporting Company 
Washington, D, C. 


If 


ARC 


1 

2 

3 

4 
B 
6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 


anything about Comimnist strategy or tictics? 

MR. HARRIS: Mr. Cbairiaan, that question, whichever 

way I answer it, would appear to put words in «y mouth. I 
bad no knowledge of any such facts, if facts they be, re-^ 
girding Ur. Connors. 

THl CHAIRMAN: Let me ask you this: Before you said 

Mr. Connors would be acceptable for this job as Policy 
Director for the international Information program, didyoa 
sit down and talk to him about his attitude toward the 
Communist Party or his knowledge of the Communist movement? 

MR. HARRIS: 1 did not, sir. I was not selecting the 

man. I was one of the people consulted on wtether or not he 
was, in my opinion, qualified for the position. 

THE CHAIRMAN: And you said. In your opinion he was 

qualified? 

MR. HARRIS: I did, sir. 

THE CHAIRMAN: On what did you base that? 

MR. HARRIS: I based it on an outstanding record of 

performance by Mr. Connors as the Public Affairs head of 
the Bureau of Far Eastern Affairs of the Department. 

THE CHAIRMAN: And how well had you known Mr. Connors? 

MR. HARRIS: lily contacts had been quite frequent. We 

had at least weekly meetings, as we did with all public 
affairs officers of the Bureaus. We knew their relative 
knowledge of propaganda techniques and the work of the Inter 
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national and Educational Exchange program, and Mr. Connors 
displayed outstanding knowledge, f orcef ulness , ability, and 
it appeared to me that he had gpreat understanding of the 
way the Communists work in fighting the International pro- 
paganda battle. 

THE CHAIRMAN; And Mr. Connors would still be your 
selection for that Job? 

MR. HARRIS: Mr. Chairman, on the basis of my own 

observation of Mr. Connors* work, yes. 

THE CHAIRMAN: You are not at all dissatisfied with 

the way he has operated? 

HR. HARRIS: No, Mr. Chairman, I think he has done an 

outstanding job. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Now, bow long have you known Mr. Connors? 

MR. EL-VRRIS: My first contact with Mr, Connors, which 

was very slight, was when I was chief of the Division of 
Domestic Publications of the Department. 

SENATOR MUNDT: What year was that? 

MR. H=vRRIS: I am trying to recollect, sir, exactly where 

that fits, in time. I believe that was 1949, the particular 
time when I first met him. He handled problems that bad to 
do with any publications which bad the Interest of the 
Far Eastern Bureau. 

SENATOR MUNDT; Would the preparation of a document such 
as the 'iVhite paper on China be something that Mr . Connors did? 
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1 . 

What kind of work did be do? 

2 

M/l. Mr. CbalriaaD, I have no awareness of wba t 

3 

part, if bo played in work on tbe White Paper. Because 

4 

I was the Doaiestlc Publications chief, I bad to have tMb 

6 

technical editing and prkting of that document done, and I 

6 

remeaiber that it was under tbe editorship of ABbasiador 

7 

Jessup and a special task force, and I do not resesber see- 

8 

ing Mr. Connors in any way during that period of ti»e. i 

9 

don't kno. that he had anj-tblng to do with It, although he 

10 

may have. 

11 

SENATOR NUNOT: Tou s.^ you «re the editor In chief of 

12- 

the White paper? 

13 

MR. RARRIS; Mo, sir, I did not say that. I said 

14 

Ambassador Jessup was tbe chief. i .a chief of 

15 

Domestic Publications, which is a service group, we had the 

16 

people who put thecomas in and who made sure that the 

17 

type markings were correct. We did not have anything to 

18 

do with content. We conld not choose what was in or out. 

19 

We arranged tbe pi^intlng, through tbe OovernaieDt PrJitlng 

20 

Office. 

21 

THE CHAIRMAM: Mr. Counsel, i did not intend to break 

22 

in. I think it might be better if you developed the entire 

23 

picture, and I koow the Senators have a lot of questions 

24 

to ask. I will trjr and refrain from Intsrruptlng until you 

26 

> f 

finish. 
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MR» COHN: Mr. Harris ^ let me cone to the present for 

a monent. Did yougive an order to the effect that the 
entire Hebrew Language Service at the Voice should be 
terninated as of your written order dated December 5, 1952? 

MR. HARRIS: I could not, without referring to the 

document I swear to the date, but I do have perfect knowledge 
of the fact that I did so order. I did so order on the 
basis of the action of what we call our Program Allocations 
Board, which decides where savings shall be made in the 
operation.. And it was a decision of that Board. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Counsel, while all the 3*^nators are 

here, I know a lot of them have questions to ask on certain 
points. I wonder if, Instead of going into bis activity on 
the Voice, you would not go into the background first, the 
various front organizations, the book written. The Senators 
are all here now. 

MR.COHN; Let me ask you this. Are you now or have you 
ever been a member of the Communist Party? 

MR. HARRIS; I don’t have any hesitation to say no, I 
am not; that I never have been; that I have never wanted to 
be; that I have fought communism in this Government from the 
day that I first got into it. 

MR. COHN: How about prior to the time you got into the 

Governmen t? 

MR. HARRIS: I was never in any way connected with the 
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Communist Party. 

MR, COHN: Did you fight communism prior to the time you 

came into the Government? 

MR, HARRIS: I did fight communism prior to that time. 

MR. COHN: Were you ever a member of an organization 

denominated by the Attorney General as subversive to the 
United States? 

MR. HARRIS: Mr. Chairman, I am in actual doubt of 

that, and I can say that with great honesty. During the timJ 
that I was in the American Guide Series project of the WPA , 
a gentleman came around to our office and collected a munber 
of names and sent them in to the League of American Vfriters. 

At that time, that organization was not identified by the 
Attorney General or anybody else as a Communist organization. 
However, the man thought he was doing us a favor, a number 
of us, by sending our names in to that organization. And I 
believe that for approximately ten days, I was a member of 
the League of American Writers. when I d id have an impres- 
sion, Mr. Chairman — 

MR. COHN: Who was that man? Would you tell us that? 

MR. HARRIS: Mr. Jerre Mangione. 

MR. COHN: Didyou know at that time that Mr. Mangione 

was a member of the Communist Party? 

MR. HARRIS: Mr. Chairman, I do not know that that man 

is a member. I didn't know it then and I don't know it now. 
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1 

MR. COHN: Don’t you know it now? Don’t you know be 


, 2 

was fired from the Immigration and Naturalization Service 


3 

after having been found to be a member of the John Reed 


4 

Club of the Communist Party? Don't you know that? 


5 

MR. HARRIS: I have never seen Mr. Manglone since the 


6 

time that I left the Federal Writers Project in protest 


7 

•^Sainst the fact that the diretor of that project was 


8 

allowing Communist-dominated unions to control the New York, 


9 

Chicago, and St. Louis units of that. 


10 

THE CHAIRMAN: I do not think the witness has* answered 


11 

the question. 


12 

MR. HARRIS: Well, i understood the question, Mr. 


13 

Chairman. 1 did not intend to equivocate. 


14 

THE CHAIRMAN: The question was: Do you know that this 


15 

man, after having been found to be a Communist, was dis- 


16 

charged from the Immigration and Naturalization Service? 


17 

MR. HARRIS: I did not know it until i came into this 


18 

room. I now have the word of the counsel that he was. 


19 

MR. COHN: Did you not ever hear that? 


20 

MR. HARRIS: No, I did not. 


21 

MR. COHN: You were not aware of the fact that he was 


22 

Special Counsel to the Immigration and Naturalization Com- 


23 

mittee and was discharged, with a lot of attendant publicity? 


24 

MR. HARRIS: Wo, sir. 


25 

> 

MR, COHN: You did not know Manglone was a Communist whei 
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you knew him? 

M3. HARRIS: No, Sir, I did not. 

MR. CGHN : Do jou know a man named Oasbiell Hammett? 

SENATOR MUNDT: You say you were a member for ten days, 

and that you then took steps to disassociate yourself, and 
I want to ask this, before we get away from the organization. 

What steps did you take? 

MU. HAR.UIS: I sent in an immediate letter of resigna- 

tion, becaiise people in the office said my name had appeared 
in a bulletin of the League of American Writers as if I were 
a member. It appeared between the names of Mr. Ernest 
Hemingway and Mr. Dashiell Hammett, neither of which gentle- 
men I have ever set eyes upon. If I was, in fact, a member 
of that group at that particular day, I certainly wasn’t 
ten days later, because I sent an immediate letter of resig- 
nation. 

THE CHAIRMAN; Let me interrupt there. In other words, 
when you sent your letter of resignation in, you hiew then 
it was a Communis t^domlna ted group, did you? 

MR. HARRIS; Mr. Chairman, I didn’t know it was Communis t - 
dominated, but believe me I was suspicious, because some of 
the names on that list bad appeared in connection with 
vlously Communist activities, and I wanted no part of it. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Do you know, whether they continued to 

use your name on their letterheads? 
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1 

UR. HARRIS: Tbey would have absolutely no right to 


2 

use my name for one minute, if tbey did, I would — 


3 

THS CHAIRMAN: I say: Do you know whether or not tbey 


4 

did? I do not know, myself. I am asking you whether or not 


6 

you know. 


6 

MR. HARRIS: I don*t know, either, sir. I know there 


7 

was no reference to It in any bulletin I ever saw. I asked 


8 

a man who bad a file of them in a library whether or not 


9 

there was any mention of my name, and there was no sign of 


10 

it for some months after the time I sent in my resignation. 

>% 

1 

11 

THE CHAIRMAN: Go ahead, Mr. Counsel. 

i u 

u . 

bo ® 

12 

MR* COHN: Now, at this very period, did you have any 

a 

13 

connection with the magazine known as “Direction”? 

CO 

14 

UR* HARRIS: 1 had no connection with a magazine named 

T3 

15 

•’Direction.'' 


16 

MR. COHN: You were on the Editorial Board, weren*t you? 


17 

MR. HARRIS: No. Mr. Chairman, I was not on the 


18 

Editorial Board of that magazine. Let me point out exactly 


19 

what — I know what you are referring to. Because a special 


20 

issue of that particular magazine was published at the request 


21 

of the Director of the Federal Writers Project, the American 


22 

Guide project, to put out miscellaneous manuscripts which had 


23 

been produced by people on the Federal Writers Project. Now, 

ARC 




24 

as a courtesy to the people in the top staff of that group, 


26 

he listed several of us as members of an editorial board for 
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that issue. I a>ctually bad no editorial responsibility in 

2 

connection with that magazine. 1 have never been on its 

3 

staff, and I think I could prove it to the satisfaction of 

4 

this committee, given an opportunity. 

6 

MR. COHN: Were you on the editorial board for that 

6 

particular issue? 

7 

MR. HARRIS: I was so listed, but I did not serve. 

8 

MR. COHN: Were you listed with your knowledge? 

9 

MR, HARRIS: Not my advance knowledge. I was told about 

10 

it at the time that the issue was coming off the press. It 

1 

was considered by Mr. Henry Alsberg, the director, as a 

6^ 12 

great honor to be on that thing. 

■|l .13 

S. g> 

fl) 5 

MR, COHN: Y>i>u say it was not with your prior knowledge 

00 4 . 

c « 14 

When you found out about it, did you do what you did in the 

a) • • • • 

^ 16 

case of the League of American Writers? Did you file a 

16 

protest? 

17 

MR, HARRIS: This was a single issue. 

18 

MR, COHN: No, my question was: When you found out 

19 

about it, didyou do what you did in the case of the League 

20 

of American Wrlteifs, and did you then file a protest? 

21 

MR. HARRIS: I made a protest to Mr. Alsberg, who was 

22 

responsible. He was given the whole Job of running that 

23 

ARC 

24 

issue . 

MR, COHN: Was your protest in writing? 

25 

> 

MR, HARRIS: I do not remember that, sir. i could look 
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it up. 

THE CHAIRMAN: When did you make the protest? 

MR. HARRIS: I made the protest within one day of the 

time I got knowledge that I had been so listed. 

MR. COHN:: Why? 

MR. HARRIS: Similarly, I didn’t like the tone of the 

material in that issue. That is all. It appeared to me to 
have in it some material that was of doubtful origin* 

THE CHAIRMAN: Did you consider that a Communist-con- 

trolled publlcatiop? 

MR. HARRIS: I have no way to say that that was the 

case, sir. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Well, do you now think that that was 

Communist-controlled? 

MR. HARRIS: I think it is very probable that there 

were some Communist sympathizers who contributed, a t least, 
to that magazine. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Well, let me ask you this, if you can 

answer it: Knowing what you do about the magazine now, do 

you now think it was Communist-dominated at the time they 
used your name on the editorial board? 

MR. HARRIS: I think it was certainly dominated by 

people who bad a leaning toward Communist causes. That is 
all I could possibly be sure of. 

THE CHAIRMAN: In other words, you could not say that 
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it v/as Communis t-doiBina ted, but you would say it was* 
dominated by people who had a leaning toward Comsiunist cause^? 
KR, HARRIS: I think that is probably true, Mr. Chair- 

ma n • 

THE CHAIRMAN: Go ahead, Mr. Counsel. 

MR. COHN: By the way, was Mr. Henry Alsberg a Commu- 

nist? 

MR. HARRIS: I doubt it very much, Mr. Chairman. He 

announced himself on one occasion just before I resigned 
from the pi-oject as to what they call a ’•phllosot)hica 1 
anarchist” . 

MR. COHN: I see. You don’t know whether or not he was 
a Communist? 

MR. HARRIS: Of course, I don’t know. I have no way of 

knowing. I have no way of believing that be was. 

MR. COHN: Do you know that he resigned from the Govern- 

ment after loyalty charges bad been preferred against him 

i 

on the ground that be was a Communist? 

MR. HARRIS: I really didn’t know that. I know he 

resigned with a certain amount of fanfare. That was some 
time after I was out of the Government, and I was not inti- 
mately getting knowledge of what went on. 

MR. COHN: How close a friend of his were you? 

MR. HARRIS: I was not a close friend in a personal 

sense. We had practically no social contact, Mr. Chairman. 
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1 

We did work In the same office for some period of time. 

2 

MR. COHN: Until when? 

3 

MR. HARRIS: Until actually the spring of 1938. 

4 

MR. COHN: Did you see him after 1938? 

9 

MR. HARRIS: I saw him once on the street in New York. 

6 

It might have been 1940 or *41. 

7 

MR. COHN: And that was the only time between ‘38 and 

8 

’42, say, as far as you recollect? 

9 

MR* HARRIS: i think so, unloss it wsro In th© month 

10 

Just after I resigned. It may have been that l saw him 

1 

once or twice. 

E ci 

12 

e 

MR. COHN: How can you explain the fact, then, that on 

c 

13 

& » 

^ .5 

October 6,1942, in bis application for employment with the 

Ph X 

c ^ 14 

OWI , be listed you as one of his three personal references? 

1 15 

MR. HARRIS: I know no reason why he would do it, 

16 

except that ho knew that i worked with him, that I was a 

17 

Federal employee, $nd I suppose be thought that I might be 

18 

able to certify to what bis work was in the WPA . 

19 

MR. COHN: Even though you had only seen him once in the 

20 

last four years? 

21 

MR. HARRIS: That is right. 

22 

THE CHAIRMAN: Did the OWI contact you after you were 

23 

ARC 

24 

listed as a reference? 

MR. HARRIS: Mr. Chairman, I don't remember that be was 

26 

> 

considered as an OWI employee. I don't remember that he 
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applied. I only have the counsel’s word on that. l ■ean, 

I just don't know anything about it. 

THE CHAIRMAN: The question was; Do you know whether 

OWI contacted you in regard to the hiring of this man? 

MR. HARRIS: I am always giving these answers to the 

best of my recollection and belief, Mr. Chairman. I do not 
remember saying anything about Henry Alsberg to anybody in 
OWI in an official sense.' 

Now, if he did apply, and if indeed they came to me 
and asked me questions, 1 don't remember it at this time. 

I have answered the questions on thousands of people, thou- 
sands of them. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Now, did youthlnk that be was a Communist 

at the time you and be were working together? 

MR. HARRIS: No, sir, I thought he was extremely 

lenient in dealing with any sort of obstructionist left- 
wing, or any other kind of group. His philosophy apparently 
was: you live and let live, no matter what kind of vermin 
you are de-aling with. He allowed the New York units parti- 
cularly of this project to have great autonomy, and they 
became, as a result, geminated, in my opinion, by Communis t- 
controlled unions. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Did you know Don Henderson? 

MR. HARRIS: Yes, I certainly did. He was an instructor 
at Columbia University when I was there. l took a course 


( 


1 
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1 

under him. 




2 

THE CHAIRMAN: Did you kDoii^ h© was a ConiDunist? 




3 

MR* HARRIS: Not at that time, sir* I subseQuently 

1 

1 



4 

discovered that he was. 

1 



5 

THE CHAIRMAN: Did you know any other Communist pro- 

1 



6 

lessors? 




7 

SENATOR SYMINGTON; How did you discover that he was? 

1 

i 



8 

MR, HARRIS; I discovered it through a newspaper 

1 

1 




9 

reference, sir. i read it in this way, sir. it seems tome 

i 




10 

it was the New York Times. It would have been about, well, 

1 

t 

I 


K 

1 

11 

five years after I was out of Columbia. I won’t certify as 




o d 

o . 

bc« 

12 

to dates. But he was identified as head of a big agricul- 

J 

" 

1 


.5 c 
t: 3 

13 

tural workers’ union that had Just been announced as a 




Q> 2 

'js 

CO 

14 

Communist union. It was obvious that he was that man. And 




0> 

s »o 

15 

I had no proof befpre that time that he was a Communist, but 




- 


16 

I felt that that was proof, the fact, that he was heading 





17 

that union. 

■k 




18 

THE CHAIRMAN; In 1932, did you know that he was a 

i 

! 


t 

19 

Communis t? 

; 



20 

MR. HARRIS: I did not, sir. 

i 

1 



21 

THE CHAIRMAN; While be was a professor at Columbia, 

\ 



22 

did you know he was a Communist? 




ARC 

23 

MR. HARRIS: I did not know he was a Communist. Not 


1 

1 


} ; 

24 

in the sense that We talk about communism today, a follower 

\ 


* 

25 

of Soviet Russia. Iknew he believed in collectivism, because 
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he talkedi about it in the classroom. 

THF CHAIRMAN: We are not talking about ooviet Russia. 

We are talking about a Communist. 

Mli, HARRIS: A communist today, sir, in my opinion is 

a follower of Soviet Russia, the Soviet Russia Communist 
Party that extends throughout the world, the International 
Communist Party. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Did you discover that he was a Marxists 

then, in 1932? 

MR. HARRIS: I suppose that he would be considered a 

Marxist at that titse, Just as people who believe in the 
practices in a monastery or convent or anything. That kind 
of living, tbat collective living, is what he believed in. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Did you know any other professor at 

Columbia who was a Communist? 

MR. HARRIS: 1 know a prdfessor who has since been 

Identified^ appareptly, as a Communist. I don’t know that 
he has been Identified clearly as such. That was the son 
of the financier, Thomas W. Lament, Corliss W. Lamont. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Did you know in 1932 that Mr. Lamont 

was a Communist? 

MR. HARRIS: No. 

THE CHAIRMAN: You did not. And you did not know that 

Henderson was a Communist at that time, either? 

MR. HARRIS: i say again, Mr. Chairman, •• 
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THl CHAIRMAN: What you would call a Communist, using 

your phrase. 

MR. HARRIS: No, I did not. I certainly did not. 

THE CHAIRMAN: You wrote a book in 1932? 

MR. HARRIS: I did. 

THE CHAIRMAN: And in that, on page 150 and 151, and If 

you care for the book, we have a copy of it here ~ 

MR. HARRIS: It is available to everybody. 

THE CHAIRMAN: • you say:. 

’’With his case as a point of departure, I made a 
further study of the situation at Columbia. My first 
discovery was that two young instructors, one a 

Socialist and the other a Communist, both 
graduates of Columbia, were slated for dismissal at 
the end of the year for being too radical.” 

Now, you tell us today you did not know of any Communist 

professors at that time. Can you tell us if this refreshes 

your recollection to the extent that you can tell us whether 
you did know a Communist professor in 1932 at Columbia? 
SENATOR SYMINGTON: Will the Chairman yield a bit? 

THE CHAIRMAN: Could I have an answer first? 

Would that refresh your recollection? Can you now tell 
us whether you knew any professors at Columbia in 1932 who 
were Communists? 

MR. HARRIS: I don^t like to delay this committee, and 
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I would like to be absolutely sure that I am following the 

2 

terms of my oath* I remember this. I must give this ns 

3 

background, because I remember that the proof readei’:? of the 

4 

publishing house did put capital letters on something on 

6 

which I had small letters. And it has this slgaif icaaco ; 

6 

that a ’’communist" with small letters, as I understood it, 

7 

was any person who believed in collective living, whether 

8 

they believed in it in a religious sense, in a convent, or 

9 

a monastery, or whether they believed in it in other ways, 

10 

that followed this idea of the equal sharing of the pro- 

1 “ 

ceeds of work, and so on. And in that sense, I certainly 

12 

knew people who believed in that at Columbia. 

If 

THE CHAIRMAN: Do you have a different definition of 

(j) c 

c 3 14 

Communism today from what you bad in 1932? 

& 

16 

MR, HARRIS: I do, because I know more about it, from 

watching them, from fighting them. 

17 

THE CHAIRMAN: And yonr definition of a "communist" 

18 

in 1932 was a man who believed in collectivist living, and 

19 

what else? 

20 

MR, HARRIS: I think that that is it. 

21 

SENATOR JACKSON: How do you distinguish, then, between 

22 

that type of "communist" and a socialist? 

23 

ARC 

24 

MR, HARRIS: The socialists I knew as an actual 

P«rty. I knew people who had a "Soclallsf’on their name. 

26 

> 

because they were members of the party. They identified them 
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as such. They Idehtlfied thesselves . There was no hiding 
under any — 

SENATOR JACKSON: No, but on the basis ot philosophy, 

using your concept of communiBn being a form of collectivism. 
I take it that is what you have testified to? 

MR: HARRIS: I did. 

\ 

SENATOR JACKSON: Now, bow do you distinguish between 

the Norman Thomas Socialists of 1932, as a party, as you 
knew the Socialists as a party — 

MR. HARRIS: W^llf the Socialists as a party, as I 

understood it, were believers in certain reforms in our 
Government, really no more violent, I think, in the change 
that would be involved, than many of the suggestions made 
by congressional committees today. 

SENATOR JACKSON: No, but this was 1932. 

MR. HARRIS: This was 1932. And the Socialists, it 

seems to me, were advocating, for instance. Social Security, 
somettiLng that was then looked upon as a very radical idea. 

SENATOR JACKSON: What else did they advocate? 

MR. HARRIS: I remember that in the city of New York 

they were working for municipal bousing. 

SENATOR JACKSON: Their platform, their program? 

MR. HARRIS: I don’t know that much about it, sir. 

SENATOR JACKSON: Was not Socialism, under that defini- 


tion, a form of collectivism? I am trying to get the dlstinc 
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in your mind. 

You mentioned in the book that you knew a Socialist 
prolesaor and a Communist professor. 

MR. COHN: Both capitals. 

MR. HARRIS: Yes, but I did not put the capitals on 

there , 

SENATOR JACK$ON: How did you diatioguish In your own 

mind? I do not want to be unfair with you, but I aa trying 
to get your state of nlnd and your thinking on your distinc- 
tion between the Soclallat that you referred to In your 

book as being a pi‘ofea8or ,and the Comaunlnt on the faculty, 
being a professor. 

MR. HARRIS: It la Indeed bard to think back that far 

and to find the exact llnea there, Senator. But since l 
could Identify certain people who announced tbeaselvea as 
Socialists with a capital “S’', followers of Mr. Moraan 
Thomas, those were very clear-cut people. 

SENATOR JACKS0N: Did not these other people Identify 

themselves as Communists at that time? Werethey not pretty 
much out in the open? In 1932? 

MR. HARRIS: Mr. Chairman, there was no one vlth whom 

I bad any dealings at Columbia who Identified himself with 
the word "Communist ..*• I put that on there simply to talk 
about people who believed In co]Llectlvlam and were not 
members of the Socialist Party. 
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THE CHAIRliAN: What was the name of the Communist 

2 

prof essor you knew at Princeton, and the name of the one 

3 

that you knew at Cblumbla? 

4 

MR. HARRIS: Mr. Chairman, I took authors' license 

5 

at the time fhat I stated this business of a princdion 

6 

professor. I was talking in the sense that I had read about 

7 

a Communist professor at Princeton. 

8 

THE CHAIRMAN: Who was he? 

9 

MR. HARRIS: I honestly don’t remember that. 

10 

THE CHAIRMAN: You say ”my Princeton friend.” Did you 

11 

have a Princetoq friend who was a Communist? 

12 

MR. HARRIS: I did not. 

13 

THE CHAIRMAN: You say in your book: 

14 

"There is« f or Instance, a professor at Princeton, 

15 

with whom I am intimately acquainted " 

16 

Were you intimately acquainted with a Communist professor at 

17 

Princeton? 

18 

MR. HARRIS: I was not, Mr. Chairman. 

19 

THE CHAIRMAN'; Whom were you referring to, in your 

20 

book? 

21 

MR. HARRIS: Mr. Chairman, I was referring to a news 

22 

clipping. 1 was using authors' license. I was not under 

23 

oath. I wrote as many newspaper men do today. 

24 

SENATOR SYIIIMGTON: Why did you say that you wore 

26 

Intimately connected with a Princeton professor who was a 
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1 

Coamunist if you did not even know of a professor who was 


1 

1 

1 

2 

a Coamunist? i do not understand that. 


1 

1 

1 

3 

I don’t blame you, Senator, for not 


i 

1 

4 

understanding that, it, on the face of It, Is not too 


1 

1 

6 

understandable. i was trying to demonstrate a feeling I 


i 

6 

then had, and which I certalnlyiost In the years that fol- 

- 


7 

lowed, that Comaonlets and Socialists deserved the right 



8 

to serve On faculties and to speak their pieces. 



9 

THE CHAIRMAN: Y^u said you did believe that, or you 


1 

i 

1 

10 

do believe it? 


1 

11 

HR. HARRIS: Did. I do not believe that Cousunlsts 


Id 

12 

belong anywhe»ln our educational systew. and l have not 


! “ « 

1 || 

' 1-^ 

13 

lor a long time. They are, to my mind, plain clothes 


1 Pi js 

' '=J 

1 

14 

auxiliaries of the Soviet Arwy. i have fought then, ever 


1 a 

1 ^ 

1 ^ 

15 

since that realization came to mo, and I will light them as 


1 

1 

16 

long as I live. 



17 

SENATOR IOTTSr: By the way, when did that realization 


1 

1 

1 

18 

come to you? 


1 

19 

MR. HARRIS! It became clear pretty fast, Senator, for 



20 

this reason: At the time that all this noise was going on 


1 

21 

st Columbia, a sm.ll group known as the Social Problems Club 



22 

Of Columbia Identified Itself very loudly with the protests 


1 

ARC 

23 

against the disciplining of me as an editor of a student paper 


i 

1 

1 

24 

because 1 had differed with the admlnlstmtlon at Columbia. 


1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

26 
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Now, that group took credit for something that was largely 
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1 

spontaneous. But with what 1 know now to be typical 




2 

Communiat tactics, they exploited a public situation to thelx 


1 


3 

benefit . 


1 


4 

Excuse me, Hr. Chairman. I don't wish to seem too 




5 

v;ordy. But after I got out of there, these people tried 




6 

j 

to exploit me. They came to me and urged roe to sign up 




7 

for various movements. They tried to get me to contribute 




8. 

materials to the Daily Y/orker . They tried to get me 


i 


9 

on platforms to identify myself with causes because my name 


1 

1 


10 

was something feat bad been publicized very loudly. And 

.... 

1 

1 

1 

i 

11 

they thought that they could capitalize on it. In fact, the 



1 d 
u . 

be ® 

12 

way they worked, the lies they told, the fact that they 


1 

.5 c 
t 1 

d) 2 

13 

bad no scruples whatsoever, showed me very quickly what 

- 1 


1 

Pi 



I 

1 

m 

c 

u 

V 

14 

breed of cat a Communist with a capital "c" is. 

i 

\ 

f 

i 

1 

T3 

15 

THE CHAIRMAN! Now, Mr. Harris, Mr. Weyl testified 

{ 

1 

! 


16 

this morning. He said that at the time he attended 

1 

i 



17 

Columbia, the Communist leaders on the campus were well 

1 

1 



18 

Icovfn. They vere recognized. They were not underground 




19 

then. ^‘oald you s'ly that is true? 

1 



20 

yp. , HlRrllS: They may have been obvious to Mr. Weyl, 

t 



21 

but I either was politically naive, as they say, didn't 



1 

1 

1 


22 

kno^7 the facts of life, or I was just not very bright. Be- 




ARC 

23 

cause I did not see them clearly that way, as people in 

1 



24 

the Cbmmuhist party. I certainly realized it later. 





25 

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Harris, in your book, on page 151, 
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you talk about a ■illtant Bociall«t and a Coaaunl«t who was 
slated tor dismissal at the end of the year. Who were they? 
MR. Harris: They were Mr. Donald Henderson — 

SENATOR POTTER: Was he the Communist, or the militant 

Soda 11s t? 

MH, HARRIS: He was the roan who had often talked 

coronunisni but never identified himself with the Socialist 
Party. He was, therefore, the Communist. 

THE CHAIRMAN: He was the Communist » All right. And the 

militant Socialist? 

MR. HARRIS: I wish I could remember that man's name. 

I believe it was the son of Upton Sinclair, the author, but 
I do not remember his first name. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Mow, a little bit ago, you said that 

you did not know thUt Henderson was a Communist until much, 
much later than thle . 

MR. HARRIS: I didn't know he was a member of the 

Communist Party. I knew he believed in collectivism. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Let me finish. If I may. You said you 

did not know he believed in communism. You referred to 
him as a Communist In 1932, and I gather you want to make 
Isome distinction that at that time by -Communisf' you meant 
Isomethlng different from what you meant later. If that is 
true, I would like to know when you discovered that be 
Ibecame the different type of a Communist. 
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1 1 

MR. HARRIS: i discovered that, as I answered to 1 

2 1 

Senator Symington, it the time I read a dispatch In the 1 

8 

New York Times showing Mr .Henderson was head of an agricul- 1 

4 

tural workers* unloili clearly Identified as Communist. 1 

6 1 

THE CHAIRMAN: That was about when? 

6 1 

MR. HARRIS: I honestly can’t give you that, sir. I 

^ 7 1 

said it might be throe, four, or five years after I got out I 

8 1 

of Columbia . I had nothing to do with him after getting I 

9 1 

clear of that situation. 1 

10 1 

THE CHAIRMAN: That was after you wrote the book? 

1 “ 

MR. HARRIS;. Yes, sir. 

& 1 

Sri 

O U 10 1 

Q 1 

THE CHAIRMAN: You referred to him as a Communist in 

C 1 

^ B 13 

the book. You say you referred to him as a Communist then, 

&.S 1 

^ 'm 1 

cS 14 

S ^ 1 

but you did not consider him the same kind of a Cbmmunlst. 

^ 1 

<D 1 

MR. HARRIS: I should have used the word "collectivist,” 

16 

in the book, because that was all I knew about the man at 

17 

that time. 

18 

THE CHAIRMAN: But, now, when Mr . Henderson was discharge 

19 

from Columbia, is it true that you appeared on a platform 

20 

with three Communist speakers, and that the only speakers 

21 

at the meeting was the four of you, and thatyou ga'e a 

22 

speech and protested strongly against the right of Columbia 

23 

ARC 

24 

to discharge Henderson? 

MR. HARRIS: Mr. Chairman, I have a strong sense of 

25 

honesty and personal loyalty. When I was at Columbia, this 

r 
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man Henderson, who was a collectivist, seemed to be friendly 
to me and to the fact that I was being unfairly treated by 
the administration at Columbia. He took a very active part 
in the noise that was made about my disciplining up there. 

THE CHAIRUAN; Let me askyou this. Did all of the 
Communists , as far as you know, as well as the Daily 
Yorker, take an active part in defending you at that time? 

MR. HARRIS: Mr. Chairman, I don’t know that the 

Daily Worker defended me. I know that most of the press of 
♦ 

the nation defended me, sir. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Let me ask you this question. As far 

as you know, did all of the Communist elements at Columbia 
come to your aid? 

MR. HARRIS: Mr. Chairman, I have said that I dldn’ t 

know what the Communist elements at Columbia were. I have 
said that later on I discovered that this Social Problems 
Club was certaii^rdominated by people who were late proved 
to be Communists. 

May I speak to the point of Donald Henderson further, 
please? 

THE CHAIRMAN: You may answer sny question at as much 

length as you care to. 

MR. HARRIS: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I think that is 

very fair. Although I do not have the advice of counsel - 

THE CHAIRMAN: May I say, in that connection, that each 
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witness bus a right! to have counsel here, and if you care 
to have counsel, you may. And I shall tel you lor your 
own information that the evidence before the committee at 
this time would io4lcate — I do not think I should try 
to evaluate the evidence. One witness, known as a 
Communist, has refused to state whether he knew you as a 
member of the Communist Party. One of the Senators pointed 
out to him that if be refused to answer whether he knew you 
as a Communist or riot, unless he had some reason to believe 
that you were, he would be doing you a great injustice, be- 
cause he would be creating the impression that you were. 

He was asked whether he honestly felt that it might facri- 
rainate him if be answered that question. He said he 
honestly felt it would. He was allowed not to answer it. 

In other words, there was considerable testimony here 
in regard to you of a questionable nature. For that reason,! 
you may want to have counsel. If you do, you have a perfect 
right to have counsel. 

The rule is that when you have counsel, you can confer 
with him at any tii|je during your testimony. We do not let 
counsel take part in the proceedings, however. So that you 
do have a perfect right to have counsel, and if you care to 
have counsel, it will not have any adverse effect upon the 

I 

thinking of the committee in arriving at a conclusion here. 

It is an absolute tight that you have. And ifyou would 
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care to got counseil, we will adjourn and let you get counsel 
and come in tomorrow or whenever you care to. 

MR. H.'iRRIS: Mr. Chairman, I consider that I have notbini' 

to hide from anyone. 

- — that represents a naive statement on my part. Becauso 
a man untrained in the law can unintentionally sofbraue 
things that points can be used against him and create 
impressions that be does not intend to convey. Do I under- 
stand that if I desiire counsel, this hearing at this time will 
be adjourned until I can produce one? 

THE CHAIRMAN: Yes. We will give you as much time, or 

I do not say as much time, but 1 an sure we can agree on a 
period of time to glveyou plenty of opportunity to discuss 
the matter with counsel so that you will not be rushed into 
anything at all. 

MR. HARRIS: Mjr. Chairman, suppose that this matter is 

carried forward to a public hearing, as 1 assume it probably 
will be. Would I bo in order to bring counsel to that 
public bearing; though I do not have one here at this time? 

THE CHAIRMAN: Yes, you can got counsel at any stage 

in the proceedings you care to, either half way through the 
executive session, or at any time during the public hearing, 
that you want counsel. You may at any time have an 
opportunity to do so. 

May I say, Mr. Harris, that the reason we are hblding 
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1 

this in executive Session Is because, frankly, the charges 

2 

made here are of such a damaging nature to you. If true, 

3 

that we felt that the cominlttoe should examine all aspects 

4 

of this situation and hear you in executive session <«nd 

6 

then determiife whether wewouldhav© a public hearing. 

6 

My personal f«5soling is that I think a public bearing 

7 

will be necessary, especially inview of your own v/ritlngs 

8 

and some of the organizations to which you belonged and 

9 

some of the evidence which we have before us. And I may 

10 

say again that I want you to feel perfectly free ifyou want 

11 

to have us adjourn this hearing, and if you want to get 

12 

counsel. There will be no reflection upoo you, as far as 

13 

this hearing is concerned, A man against :/honi serious 

. 14 

charges are made, even though be may bo perfectly iriaocent. 

15 

may want the advice of competent counsel. 

16 

So I Just want to impress upon you that you have the 

17 

absolute right to get counsel if you care to, and we will be 

18 

glad to adjourn, ahd what is more I think in fairness to you 

19 

we should not announce to the press or anyono that we have 

20 

adjourned for that reason. VTe can adjovirn, and tomorrow 

21 

morning you can have counsel here. I think it would be 

22 

unfair to announce that half way through the proceedings you 

23 

decided to have counsel. 

24 

MR. HARRIS: Ifr . Chairman, this is something that, in 

25 

view of the headlines that have appeared from both the exectv 
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tlve andpiblic sessions of this committee, that I should not 
do, but I will thi^ow myself on the mercy of this committee, 
and I Mil go ahead with my testimony on this basis, right 
here, now. And I therefore ask that I proceed with a state- 
ment about a proteist meeting you state that I attended for 
Mr . Dooa Id Henderaoo . 

THE CHAIRMAN: No, I aeked you whether you attended or 

not . 

MR. HARRIS: V )u asked, Mr. Chairnan, whether I attended 

a hearing in which, or I mean a protest meeting in which, 
there were Communists on the platform. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Yes. And to refresh your recollection 

I can give you the names of the individuals as they have 
appeared on the record. 

MR. COHN: Joshua Kunltz, K-u-n-i-t-z, Heywood Broun, 

a man named Hirsh pf the International Labor Defense, and 
Nathaniel Weyl, w-e-y-1,. and yourself. It is reflected in 
an article in the Dailyltorker. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Do you recall that particular meeting? 

MR. HARRIS: Mr. Chairman, I do. I was explaining to you, 
air., that I felt S Misguided sense of debt to **r . Henderso 
for having supported me in a situation on the campus that 
MS almost at one stage a one-man fight to preserve what I 
believed to be my personal rights. Mr. Henderson worked hard 
bn that thing, and at that time, therefore, l felt that l 
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should stand up and protest against his being dismissed, 
since 1 understood that he ivas being dismissed, at least 
in part, for what tie did on my behalf. That was a serious 
mistake, Mr. Chairman. I will probably never live it down. 

But I did appear ttiere. I did not know that these gentlemen 
were Communists. Hr. Broun certaic^ywas not identified as 
a Communist. Hovbs then running, I think, as a Socialist 
candidate for Congressman, or had run, shortly before. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Did you know that any of the other 

four ware Communists? 

Idid not know that, sir. 

THE CHiilltMAN; Is it true that Mr. Henderson was being 
discharged because. he missed classes, because be had been 
jailed in connection with Communist demons ta t ions , and that 
sort of thing? Or Is&at correct? 

Ml. 1 simply can’t recollect that that was the 

\ 

case. I knov; that it was represented that be had been 
discharged at least in part because be bad tried to support 
a student editor, a non-Communls t student editor, who had 
beoc disciplined by the university. 

THE CHal.iMAN: Did you know that ho had been accused 

of being a Communist prior to tbo time that you spoke at this 
ra lly? 

Ml. : I am not aware of his being charged with 

heing ^ Communist, except in tbo collective sense that there 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 


5163 


people who charged that all the leadership of the protest 
movement on my behalf were left wing. It was flatly untrue. 
There were rellgloue leaders; there were factulty members 
who bad no political affiliation other than Republican or 
Democratic. 

I was a young nan feeling his oats. I should have had 
more political sense. I didn’t. I have been trying to live 
down this partiolar part ofmy life since that tine. 

SENATOR McCLEI4iAN: What was your age at that time, 

for the record, please? 

MR. HARRIS: I think 21, sir, 21 or 22. 

MR. COHN: Is that a fact? Weren^tyou born in 1909? 

MR, HARRIS: Ves , 1909. That would make me 23. Forgive 

me, Senator. I was 23 a t that time. 

SENATOR McCLlI^LAN: Let us get It in the record. I 

think it is pertinent. 

SENATOR POTTEH: When was your book copyrighted? 

MR. HARRIS: 1 would think 1932. 

SENATOR POTTKft: In 1932? 

MR. HARRIS: ' tbat is right. That is 21 years ago, 
gentleaen. There, are lots of people in the United States 
that realized the terrible thing communism is, in these 
years that have gohe by^, and some of the most effective 
fighters against communism that we have, have learned because, 
they saw these tbiogs happen when they werelooklng at 
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CouDunistfl fairly nearby at a protest neeting or something 
of that sort* 

SENATOR SYMINGTON: What you are saying Is that you 

completely disavow this book, Is It not? 

UR. lARRIS: I completely disavow the political portions 

of that book. 

SENATOR SYMINGTON: And you have made a good many 

misstatements In the book that you now wish you had not made? 

MR. HARRIS: They certainly are misstatements, on the 

basis of my present knowledge. Most of them were not, in 
my opinion, — I didn'^ t realize they were misstatements, 
except that business of using the authors* license of 
identtfylng myself more closely with people than — 

SENATOR SYMINGTON: Let me jurit ask you a couple of 

questions, beret, if I may. 

You said: ••The colleges supported wholly by Protestant 

sects lead the way in creating the worst atmosphere of 
university fear in America. State colleges follow close 
behind. The Catholic institutions must be placed next. 

Last, but stai intolerant, are the prlva tely*endowed 
colleges unattached to any religious organization.’* 

How do you feel about that now? 

MR. HARRIS: I think that was a flatly incorrect state- 

/ 

■•nt. I believed It at that time, because I read a list of 
college editors who had been dismissed in those places, and 
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faculty members who had been dismissed, and that was what 
I based it on. 

SENATOR SYMINGTON: Then you have over here a state- 

ment that a friend of yours on the Columbia faculty has, 
as his two strongest convictions that America should be 
under Fascist control and that marriages should be cast 

out of our religious observances. How d) you feel about that 
now? ' 

MR. HARRIS: I am not advocating and did not advocate 

there, sir, those statements. 

I did know such a person. He was a member of the 
French faculty at Columbia , and during his lectures he some- 
times advocated those ideas. 

SENATOR SYMINGTON: So yu were Just really defending 

his right to talk to sophomores about it and advocate such 

things, but you did not necessarily believe In^ them. Is that 
correct? 

MR. HARRIS: there is no ’’necesserily sir. i just 

I 

dldn^t believe In the®. Senator. 

SEKATOR HYMIK0TON: But you did believe In his right to 

advocate those with uudergradua tes | is that correct? 

MR. HARRIS: I believed at that tlae that any man with 

proper academic competence, regardless of his political 
views or his social views, If he was not a criminal, had a 
right to apeak, to teach. Yes, l am afraid I did believe 
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be had a right to teach those vlewe . 

senator SYMINGTON: But you now completely disavow 

these views, and you do nc^ believe this way any more? 

MR* HARRIS: I do not, Senator. 

SENATOR McCLELMN: What was your age when you wrote 

this book? 

MR. HARRIS; The same period, sir, 1932. 

SKMATOR JACKSON: It Is copyrighted In 1932. When did 

you do the writing? 

MR. KARRIS: I did It In a period of about three weeks, 

about that time. 

SENATOR JACKSON: You wrote It In three wedks? 

MR. HARRIS: 1 did, and It Is a bad book In every sense 

of the term. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Who helped you write It? 

MR, HARRIS; My wife helped me typo It. Nobody else. 
THE CHAIRMAN; Did Mr. Henderson help you write It? 

MR. HARRIS; He certainly didn’t. I had nothing to do 
with Mr .Henderson' on any basis at any time In my life. I 
bad nothing to do with him. 

THE CHAIRMAN: There la a club called the — 

MR. HARRIS: — the Social Problems Club Is probably 

what you are talking about. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Weyl tells us that at some time In 

the early thirties, that became completely dominated or 
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controlled, and U forget which word he used, by the Co»- 
munlst Party, H0w active were you In that club? 

MR. HARRIS: Unless I was signed up as a aiember during 

the time that the protest meetings were going on, I o^ever 
had anything to do with it. i didn’t go to any of their 
meetings. I was never a member, unless, as l say, during tha 
peak of strain and excitement and hysteria on the campus 
unless I became a member at that time. And I am not aware 
that I did, I do qot think that I was ever a member of the 
club. I didnM believe In its objectives. 

THE CHAIRMAN: You did not believe In them, then? 

HR, HARRIS: No, I did not. I believed In some of the 

***lD»® • They were supporting things like Social Security. 
Surely I believed In them. But like a 11 organizations that we 
now learn are Communist organizations today, they climb 
aboard bandwagons. 

SENATOR POTTER; What was your political philosophy at 
that tine? You have testified you were not a Couianlst. Did 
you consider yourself a Socialist? Or an archlst? Or what? 

MR, HARRIS: 1 would consider ayself, sir, what is now 

identified as a New Dealer. 

SENATOR JACKSON: Were you registered? 

MR. HARRIS: I was not a registered voter at that tl«e, 

because of difficulties of residence, sir. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Were you what you would call a eollectirVii 
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MR. HARRIS: i do not tbiok that I would qualify as a 
collectivist at tbat tise. 

THl CHAIRMAN: You did not think much of the Aaerican 

Legion at that time, did you? 

MR« HARRIS: Mr. Chairman, I did not think of some of 

the historical things that some legion posts bad done, at 
that time; 

THE CHAIRMAN: The Legion has been in the forefront 
in fighting communlsiB. The Legion has been the favorite 
target of practically every communist organization. I an 
not saying that as the reason you felt unkindly toward 
them. But I note in your book you use this phrase, on page 
122. I do not haVe the book before me. You say: 

remember (him) as a sadistic butcher 
who is now probably the commander of some American 
Legion post 

I wonder if you still have that feeling toward the Legion? 

MR« HARRIS: I certainly do not, Mr. Chairman. Twenty- 

one years ago, in the middle of the depression^ there were 
stories in the papers about people who were striking or 
otherwise apparently trying to achieve some sort of social 
aim, and when those groups sipeared, l often read in the 
papers of Legion-led groups that seemed to be serving on 
the side of the police, youmight say, going after these 
protest groups, which at that time l had no realization were 
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led by CooiidudIs ts • And it seemed to me that any Legaion 
post that would indulge in this essentially vigilante 
activity would be as un-American as a Communist would be, 

I donot thtt so now, because I don^t think that is the way 
they worked. But that is the way it was presented in the 
press, and that is the way I understood it. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Harris, do you know Mr. Schechter? 

\ 

MR. HARRIS: Mr. Chairman, I don't recognize that name. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Do you have anything to do with the 

Radio Branch, or do you have any dealings with the Radio 
Branch, of HI -Cog? 

MR. HARRIS: Well, .we now, sir, in the last few months 

since about last June, have bad responsibility for the 
radio operations In Germany, but I don't have such close 
idformation about the organization as to toow individuals in 
it. I don't think I know a single person in- that set-up. 

THE CHAIRMAN: You would not know the chief of the 

Radio Branch? 

MR, HARRIS: Ko , I do not. 

THE CHAIRMAN: You do not know Mr. Schechter. 

Do you know Mf. Theodore Kaghan? 

Iffi. HARRIS: i have met Mr. Kaghan when he was in 

Washington on one Occasion, at one meeting, that is all. 

THE CHAIRMAN: ; Mr < Charles Lewis? 

MR. HARRIS: i don't know that name, sir. 
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THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Shephard Stone? 

m. HARRIS: Mr. Shephard Stone, yea, air. He waa 

back here for a considerable time. He was a former New 
York Times editor who went over there and headed the Public 
Affairs Program. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Do you know him quite well? 

MR. HARRIS: No, I do not know him quite well. 
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THr CHMRWA*" t Did soTeone from the New York Office of 
the Voice cone dovh and protest to you that some men who 
had been turned down for security reasons when they applied 
to ^ jot on the Voice were In the Radio Section over in 

HI-Cck ^nd were disrupting the attempts of the Voice to run 
an ellective ant i—Communist protara*" cut of Berlin, radio 

p ro a m ^ Or ou t ojf Wunloh? 

H/VRRIci: To the best of my knowledge and belief, 

certainly not . 

THK CHAU WAN: So one came to youto protest? 

MP, HAHHio: Ko* I am not aware of it. 

THE chairman: Do you know Wr , puhan? 

MR. KAPRid: I certainly know Ur. Puhan. 

the CHAIRMAN: Do you know Mr. Thompson'? 

SiF. HARRIS: Yea. 

THE CHAIPa^AN: Did Mr. Thompson ever come to you and 

protest to you the lack of cooperation that they were getting 

from the Radio Branch in Munich? 

WF. HARRIS: I do not remember such a protest, sir. 

the CHAIRMAN: Did he ever call to your attention that 

some of the men responsible had failed to get security claar^: 
ance and were still in the Radio Branch over at Hl-Cog" 

MR* HARRIS: I honestly do not remember Mr. Thompson 

having ever said any such thing. I do remember that we order- 
ed a security check of that area on one occasion, out I oannoi 
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ren.en.ber the reason behind It. I do not knm, what caused It. 

It may have been Mrs Thompson. 

toe CHAIRMAH: Mr. Harris, la this oorr-ot: that In the 

Voice ycu have a number of people who have had security oheckaj 
The security Division has ordered that they not he promoted, 
because they could dot pass security clearance? Tabs or some 
notation was put In their files, but nevertheless they are 
continued on In their jobs, despite the lallure to a^t a 
security olearanoe? Are you aware of that situation? 

Ml. HARRIS: If there le anybody of that type on the 

rolls, he will be fired tomorrow mornlhclf I nnow about It. 

I do not think therie la any such person on the lolls at this 

t ime . 

THE GHAMAS: hill you go into these fronts now, counsel 

MF . COHN: Were you ever connected with the '\merican 

Student Union in apy way? 

MF. HARFI3: No; I was not. 

MF. CX5KN: Can you expl.ain the fact that your name ap- 

pears on a circular issued ty the .^me^ican Student Union as 

a member of the Sponsoring Committee? 

MR. H.'iRRIS: N-r. Chairman, I doubt whether it did. 

MR. COHN: well, do you have that available? Can we 
,et an exact copy pf that, do you think? A photostat? he 
don't have that av;ailable. We will have it availaole in 

the morning. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

16 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 


5175 


MR, HARRIS: Let me explain somethin^, Mr, Chairman. I 

am perfectly willing to point out that I was a member of what 
they call the Student Lea^,ue for Industrial Democracy. It 
was sponsored by t)ie New York Headquarters of iir. Norman 
Thomas . 

Mr. CCKN: When was that? 

VR. HARRIS* Well, it was about this same time - 1^3P. 

THE CHMRVAN* In other words, this was Socialist sponso 
KARRIS: Sponsored by Norman Thomas. It was not 

identified, actually , as part of the Socialist Psrty, and 
no one joining it undertook to support the 'iocialist Party, 
but it expressed beliefs in the ^yhilosophy that we now know 
as progressive New Dealism. They believed in Public Housing 
and Social Security, in things that today a great many people 
in' this country believe in as perfectly proper aims of the 
Democratic Party oir the Republican Party. 

THE CHAIRMAN* HnsMr. Thomas been a candidate lor 
President on the Socialist ticket? 

MR. HARRIS: ran that year. 

THE CHAIPMAN: And you were aware of the fact that this 

organization that you joined was sponsored by the Socialist 
candidate for President, I assume. 

HARRIS* I was aware that he was the sponsor of it, 

yea , sir. 

MR. COHN: You say you were connected with this? My 
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:^ue8tlon is: 
apjjears on the 


How do you explain the fact 
sponsoring Com.'rittee of the 


that your na^-e 
American Student 


LJnlon 


■'R. HAEFI3: I mention that only because my understanding 

is that th 3 American Student Union -vas formed by a sort of a 
merger of this Student Leatue for Industrial Democracy, with 
another grcup or two, cne of them I thoUf,ht .later shown to 


be Communist- 

S-'N.VfOR JACKSON: When do you think you joined? Do you 


remember'' 

?/?. HARRIS: The Leaeue for Industrial Democracy — that 

would have been 1 ° 32 . 

3! NATOR A CK30N: You said the Student League. There 

were two organizations, the League lor Industrial Democracy 
was one organization, and then this Student ue-stue? 

. HARHI3: This was the Student Uea.^ue lor Industrial 


Democracy . 

31 ?MTGH JAC; 3()N: Do you remember when you joined that? 

yp. HARRIS: I believe it 'vas ''5?. sir, 1932. 

3PNATOF. JACrSC'*: How long were you in it? 

DR. HAF'RIS: It would have been a yeer or a ye^r and a 


half. 

3F 'DXTCR JAOKSON: Wrile you were at Columbia? 

yf . HAR>I3’ 'hile 1 was at Colu"’bia, ond tor about -- 
vpI 1 , I ’hlnk a mfttter of months thereafter. Their bulletin 
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ms a very useful device^ and 1 kept rec^-iving that* The 
Student Outlook, I think it was. 

dhNATOR JACXoOIf: Well, how long were you around the 

Sampus, from the time you joined In *32? Were you there 
through * 33 ? 

VR. HARRIS: I was not on the Campus in * 33 . I was a 

reporter for the New York Joutnal American In 1^33- 

SFNATOF JACKSON. In 1933- Well, where ^<ere you the 
>alance o f *3' ^ 

MR. HARRIS: In the lall of *3^» ^ also a reporter 

for the New York Journal American. 

SENATOR JACKSON: You went to work for the Hew York 

Journal A^»" rican? 

MR. HARRIS: I didn't: go there until, I guess, August, 

naybe , August, 1932. Before that I did some free lance writ- 
ing; I wrote this book. 

SENATOR JACKSON: When did you graduilte from Colmabla? 

MR. HARRIS: I did not graduate from Columbia, sir. I 

i^as suspended in April. 

SENATOR JACKSON: Of • 32 ? 

MR. HARRIS: Of. *32* I was suspended for eighteen days, 

['here was so much host 11 it y and hysteria 00 .the Campus by the 
; ime that eighteen-day period was over that I resigned. 

SENATOR JAGK:^0N: Well, did you Jo la the Amerloan Studen 

inlon then? 
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MR. HARRIS: I am not aware that I have ever joined the 

1 1 

American Student Union, sir. I joined the student Leai,ue for 


2 


8 


Industrial Democracy, and if that was automatically mertfd 


^ into the American student Union, it is possible that peo^.l^- 
who were in that other feroup were listed on the t,roup oi 
sponsors. Rut ^ really do not rememter. 

'PHh CriAIRl'A’;: V hat vere you doin(/ in 1537 » 

|v<hat were you working at? 

o I 

WB, HAKRJ 3 : 1 was head of the -- o' not the head, tnat 

9 I 

,13 nnt corr ct. I -.38 thr thlr.' ^r.n In lin., the Irecutlve 
lEditor. I was ixncutive •’'•’itor of ‘"he American Oni e of’ries 

12 project of the VfPA , '-'eking guides of all the ^ta^es of tne 

13 |rnion . 

1^ I T? 1 E CHMFMA?’: Now, according to the ’Jr-Anericen Ac- 

15 tivltiea Committee, the Amerlcar. Student Un^on v^s formed in 

16 1 ° 37 , ns a result cf a orited Front -thering of voun,, 

17 IscocinliBts and Communists in ' 37 - 
"The Young Communist Lesi.ue took credit for crea- 

10 I 

19 I tion of the above, end tbe Union offered Iree trips to 

20 I Russ la.' 

21 jstin quoting from, the report: 

22 I "Tne aoove claims to have led ns many as S 00 , 0 GC 

23 1 students out In annual April ?? strikes .in the ' nite.g 

24 I 3 ta tes . 

25 I You were listed on the Sponsoring Com-nittee. Is it your 
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teetlraony that you knew nothini.: about that’ 

MF. HARRIS; My testimony is that I do not remeirber in 
any way giving ray name to any Sponsoring Group of the Amer- 
ican Students 'Jnion. 

THE CHAIRMAN’ Did you take any part in the formation of 
this American Student ^nion? 

MB. HARRIS: I certainly attended no meetini^s of any 

kind, or anything of that sort. 

THE CHAIRMAN* Did you discuss the formation of this 
group with anyone? 

MR. HARRIS^ I remember reading it in the newspapers, 
to a great extent, but I do not remember discussing it with 
people or taking part in It. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I assume when you read it in the news- 

papers, they most likely carried a list of the sponsors. Did 
you read your name in the papers^ 

MR, HARRIS: I do not remember seeing my name in that 

connect ion. Still, I naturally should not doubt anything 
this committee produces, but I do not remember' it. If there 
is such a thing, I do not remember it. I remember that, I 
think, Mrs, Eleanor Roosevelt was the person who was listed 
aa the big sponsor, according to my recollection of the 
situation. 

THE CHAIWiAN: See If I get your testimony. Can it be 

summed up roughly thusly: that for a period early in the '30 's 
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you did Indulge in actWltlet, LeftWlng activities, radical 
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1 
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activities, which yoU condemn now? You have no sympathy vlth 

1 
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what you have done at that time, no agreement with the state- 
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ments made in the book at that time, and your testimony is 






6 

that that was a result of laok of knowledge of the Communist 

* 
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movement and its purposes, but that you are now definitely 
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an ant i-Communist. Is that essentially your testimony? 
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MR. HARRIS: Mf . Chairman, I would say that every act I 
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have ever taken in the dovernraent of the United dtates that 
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had any implications with respect to communism or non-com- 
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muniam has been anti-Oomrnuniat . I consider that my oath 
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as a member of the Government of the United States is llatly 
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opposed to communism, and that I have been required to fitht 
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it. I would not b0 honest in my oath if I didn't fij^ht it. 











TH 
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15 

TH®' Ch^lFiiAN; Let me ask you this, Mr. Harris* We have a 






16 

tremendous lot of c^tfilculty evsluatinfe conflicting testimony 






17 

in re^:ard to an Individual. We want to be very careful not 






18 

to do him an injustice. Bitwould you agree with me that if 






19 

you found a man hi^^h in -lovernraent, as high es you are, and 






20 

in one of the most' important positions, and if you found that 






21 

he had been expelljed from school because of apparently radical 
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22 

a ct ivit i ea — 

■ 
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p’R, HApRI 3; Mr. Chairman, may I interrupt to say that 
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there is nothing th the record that would say that I was 
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expelled for radical activities. 
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CKAIFJiAN*: ke will delete that, then- I just 

want to get the facts that both of agree are facts. Strike 
the part «^bout belm^ expelled for radical activities. 

You^flnd that he belonged to a club which has been 
testified to as a C 0 mTru nist-dominat ed club. You find that 
he appeared on ^he platform with three other individuals, all 
rf whom either have admitted that they were Communists at the 
time, or have been identified under oath as Communists. 

Kh. KARRI 3: Ml twenty-one year sago. 

THE CHAiRkAN: Yes. Let me finish. * That you were ap- 

pearing at that tim0 to defend the right of a Communist to 
teach in school. If we find that your name on the letterhead 
appears as a sponsor of an organization fo.rmed for the pur- 
pose of capturing the minds oL youth; if we find the type of 
writings you wrote, in which you reler to your Communist 
Professor friend at Princeton, at Columbia, and criticized 
the University for tvantlng to get rid of them, - I assume 
That if you were in our position you ^^uld want to have 
rather convincing evidence that the man in question, your- 
self in this case, had actually reformed and no longer felt 
this way. 

MR. KARRIS: il think you should have suon convincing 

evidence, and 1 thipk I should have a right to present it, 
sir, through witnesses, and through full examinatiori of my 
3 curity file. 
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THE CHAIRMAN: Would you hare any objedtion to our ex- 

amining your aeourlty file? 

MR. HARRIS: Mr. Chairman, wp are under an Executive 

Drder that says we teay not give such files to anyone outside 

jr 

Dur agency. 

THE CHAiRkAK* We are not asking you to give us the file. 

I wouldn't have any right to order you to give the file. The 
question is now whether you are willing to have ua examine 
your entire file. As I recall, the latest Truman order 
provided that no liles would be made available to a cnnraittee 
ualeaa the individual concerned felt that the file -^lould be 
of benefit in clearing him. The Truman order did not use 
that language, but I gather that to be the purpose of it . 3o 
I assume that if you request now that your file be made 
available, undoubtedly the Assistant Secretary of State, 

Mr. Lourie, would accommodate you and make that file available 

to us. 

SENATOR JACKSON* In other words, would you waive any 
personal right that you might have as to the file, so that 
the committee could look at the file? 

Vr. HAhHIS; 1 would, sir, because I have not_ hing to 
hide in any manner* I have told you the facts. 

THE GHAIFIIAN: In other words, can %/e have your per- 

rr lesion to tell kr. Louris that it is perfectly agreeable to 
you that ve have the complete security file as well as all 
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:he Loyalty Hearinj^s, in other words, everything that they 
mve concerning your case? 

UP. HARRIS: Mr. Chairman, I must respectfully resent 

>ne phrase you use there, "Loyalty Hearings". I have had 
lo Loyalty H*-aring at any time in my history, because I have 
> clear record, and I will stand by it. I have no objection 
Co this committee ex;amlnlng my security record, under one 
3onditlon. I think; I have ’the right to say that since such 
K file Includea interviews with all sorts of people, whether 
they are disgruntled former employees or neighbors who didn't 
tike the fact that you mowed jour lawn at the wrong time of 
iay — I have the right to ask that that be kept within the 
confines of this committee and not made public* 

SENATOR UcCLELiiAN: I think you are correct. 

THE CHAIRMAHi Yes; I think you are right in that. I do 
not think hearsay testimony should be made public. May I say 
that T am referring to loyalty hearings, and by "loyalty 
hearings" I was not intimating there was any finding that 
you were disloyal. I know nothint, about your case except 
what we have heard today. 

Has your case ever been before a Loyalty or a Security 
Board, if you know? 

MB. HARRIS: (lot unless such examination is done without 


the knowledge of the person involved* I have never been call 
ed by them. I have never been given any special so'-called 
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t.rroeatory by them. Beoaue. I have al.ay. furnleh.d .T.ry 

t of Information they wanted. 

May I add this. «r. Chairman? I am taking a lot of the 
.me of this committee, but you are dealing with something 
mt affects my whole life, the life of my family, the people 
love. I will say only this. I have been an honest and 
jysl employee of this Cxovcrnment from the first minute that 
have been in it. On every occasion when anyone has ever 
rought up any of such facts as you have cited here, things 
hat get into the newspapers baCK in 1*^32, or anybody's sus- 
icion, I have Immediately gone to the Security Officer of 
y Agency* I have pointed out to him that article or that 
■Pference, and 1 have said, "Please go back and check this 
hing from end to end. Look at it as thoroughly as you 
iish. I will give you anythinti you want. Ay lif« la «n open 
.ook- I live in a .lass bowl. You can have everything 
ibeut ne . " T have done that over and over again, and I can 
^•povp it, bv pnd otherwise. 

In the r-epartment of State, during the time I have 
oeen there, there have been two public references to my ex- 
periences at Columbia University, one about 19^7, in which 
the New York Journal picked up and said that somebody, an 
ex-student Fed, was sitting in a soft job in the State De- 
partment. \nd I went to my Security Officer, and I said, 
"Here is what they are saying about me* I was at Columbia. I 
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\ . ^ 


'i6 these thine^s. You hnve all the tacts, i will give you 
inythirit., "icre you Vant. Please get the til<= out, examine it 
In f’j__ll, and turn it over to anybe-dy you wish." 

I have in addition cooperated fully with the Federal 
Pureau cf Investigation on every opportunity* I have volun- 
teered inlormation to theip when X felt there was anything 
that would he of interest to them in any contact that I had. 

THE (JhAIntiAH: Mr. Harris, one of the jobs that this 

com'^.ittee has to do is to find out why the abysmal either 
incompetence or stupidity or the deliberate sabotaging of 
the Voice of America. I think that every senator sitting 
here watching the testimony has wondered why certain things 
have happened. I have been very, very interested in getting 
to the bottom and finding out who is responsible, either for 
the complete Incompetence in certain lines, or, as I say, 
the attempt to sabotage. There have been witnesses on that 

point. We do not want to damage you or anybody else unless 
we find you were a cog, a part of that machinery, that we 
re looking for. Your record is certainly unusual for a 
period of time. The teetlmony here has been that since 
then, for example, when you were contacted in regard to four 
individuals over in Munich who failed clearance after a secur- 
ity investigation, you just brushed it dff and said "Well, you 
just don't understand this." 

MR, HARRIS: Mr. Chairman, I deny that. 
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THE CHAIRMAN! I do not want to try to reoall the tes- 
;imony. I think that that should be briefed for you so that 

rou can see It, and answer that. 

Soroe of your testimony here Is not too convincing to 
ne today, when you say you did not know any Corn^^unlsts In 


MR. HARRIS- I said I did not know thcro as Comrunist 
arty members, sir. 

THB/ CHAIRKAN- kell, you said you did not know any Com- 
uniats, and then, Vhen confronted with your book, you triea 
o define some different kind of a Communist, which most of 
us here cannot understand. 

Let roe finish this, so that you will realize thedif- 
ferenc- , sitting on that side of the table and on this side 

of the table. 

MR. HARRIS: Forgive me. 

THE CHAIRMAN* Do you have anything further, ♦ Counsel? 
kR. COHN- Yes, I do, Mr* Chnlrman. 

Do you know a. man by the name of Thomae Davin, D-a-v-i-n' 
MF. HARRIS: I know . Thomas Davin, or did know him- 

MR. COHN: Did you know him well? 

MR. HARRIS: I knew him quite well for, I guess, a lew 

months, it would be, in 1953» '3^ *33* 

MR. OCHN: When is the last time you saw him? 

MR. HARRIS: I think it would be not later than 1935 
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or * 36 . 

MR. COHN: Did vou know that he was a Communist? 

WR. HARRIS: Ho. 1 9 he a Communist? 

vp. COHN: Well, when you knew him, he was an Editorial 

Writer for the magazine New feasses, which was an official 
yuhlicetion of the Communist Party* 

iP. HARRia: He certainly wasn't -.then I had anything to 
do with him. He was an editpr of the Cosmopolitan liagazine, 
or Hearst Magazine. That was when I was associated with him. 

MR. COHN: Did you know he was an editor of the New A'asse 

MR. HARRIS* Ho. 

MR. COHN* You did not know he was a Communist? 

MR. HARRIS: t certainly did not. 

MK# COHN: As a matter of fact, you were on the New York 

Journal American, were you not? 

MR. HARRIS* I was. 

MR. COHN Do you know a man by the name of Simon (Jerson? 

MK. HARRIS: I don't know that name. I think I have seen 

him In some way. 

MR. COHH: Let me ask you this: Do you deny that you 

were on the Sponsoring Committee of the American student 
Union in 19^7? I am not clear. 

MR, HARRIS* I am no L quibbling either. 

MR. COHNJ No; I say I am not clear, as to whether you 
flatly deny that or not. 
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MP, H^RPIS: I flatly dfiny membership, or any recol- 

lection of It, In the Sponeoring Committee of the American 
Studen t Un ion . 

THE CHAIPVAN; Mj • HnrriB, that answer does no* help ua 
much. You say vou were enti-Communist , commencing some time 
in the early thirties, before *35. Now, you would certainly 
remember It if vou took part in this sponsoring committee of 
a Communist organisation. So when you say "I deny any roem- 
berahlp, any recollection of it", it is the sort of answer we 
j;et day after uay by Individuals who want to protect them- 
aelvea against perjury and still do not want to give us the 

truth. I am not esying that is your situation, but we hear 

\ 

that sc often that it .^oes not impress the committee when 
you say "I deny any recollection of forming a Communist group, 
V God, man, you would remember if you did or if you did not. 

" r . E'. \nRId: If T had part in lorraing any Comniuniet 
group, I pm sure I would remember it* The Chaiiraan certainly 
knows, from testimonv that has been given before these com- 
mittees, and things of that sort, that the ways of Communists 
are Indeed devious, that sometimes they come around and they 
say, "ye are ta-ing up a collection loi the poor apple man 
on *^he corner" and yru si^n, nnd you discover you are amember 
of the Commit tee tor the duppor*’ of Apple Growers", or some- 
thlnfc of that kind, anu it turns out to be Communist-domin- 


ated. 
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Now, if they oame to me and said, are having sorae 

people come do»-^n here to see Mrs. Fooaevelt^ or are going 
to do something of that sort, and we would like you to help 
m^nke it possible for some students to come ^ovn and see ‘some 
people** or something like that, I could have ccrntri bated to 
that, but that does not constitute becoming a sponsor of sn 
organization, if 1 know anything about it. * 

VF. CCHN: All right. The question is this. t me 

ask you specifically: were you on a oominlttee for a dinner 

given by the American Student in New York on March 21st, 

r ' ■■ 

1937 ? That is very epeciflc. You say that you had broken, 
that you had. changed all your views long before this, and 
all that. Now, the question was: Wore you on a committee — 
&'R. HARRI3: What was this dinner for? 

MR. COHN: It waa a dinner sponsored by the American 

Student Union. 

I,!R. HARRIS: For what purpose? 

MR. COHN: I don't know the purpose. It was sponsored 

by the Atnerloan Stuldcnt Union., 

MR. HARRIS: If a man comes to you and says, " I am 

running a dinner on behalf of Social Security" or "I am 
.running a dinner on, behalf of the pooe man down on the cor~ 
ner”, or something of that sort, you mlfe^ht contribute to It. 
Now, If I am shown as a sponsor of an American Student Union 
activity, I insist on my answer that I do not remember having 
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anything to do with something that had to do with the Student 
Union. You have it there* Apparently I was so listed. In 
that case, I must have been asked to sponsor a dinner for a 
particular purpose and was not wise enough to recognize the 
sponsorship. 

MR. COHN* I see. 

Do you know a man by the name of James VcGraw? 

MF. HARRIS: Yes, Mr. James McGraw was one of the key 

people in that New York Unit of the American Guide Project, 
the W r iters . 

MR. COHN: When did you know Mr. McGraw? 

MK. Harris: well, it would have been ail the time that 

I was — I mean, I knew him vaguely* 

MH. COHN; Give us the years, as best you can. 

MF . HARRIS: Just a minute, sir. I probably would have 
seen him first in '35 and last in '38, during the time I was 
Executive F.'itor for the American Guide Series, because he 
was so employed. 

MR. COHN: lid you know that Mr. McGraw was a Comrrunist? 

PP. H^RRIH: No, Mr. Chairman, I did not. 

VF. CCHN: You did not know that at all? 

gR. HARRIS: No; but I was suspicious of him* 

iiP. COHN: fou were suspicious of Mr. MCAlrsw* uere you 

s ispicious that he was a Communist in 193^? 

MR. HARnid* I was suspicious that he was easy or Coro- 
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munists. 

MH. CCHN: I eee* IXi you know that Mr. McOraw was one 

of the members of the Editorial Board in the issuance of this 
magazine Direction, along with you? 

UP. HARPvIS: I would suspect that he would be, because 

Mr, Alsberg put a number of his top people on that list* 

MR. COHN: Row about Mr. Gehr? 

THE CHAIRMAN: A numbe'r of his top people? What do 

you mean by that? 

MB, HARRIS* I simply mean, Mr. Chairman, that the 
Federal Writers Project was headed by Mr. Alsberg, that he 
had officials under him, including so-called State ^-irectors, 
and in the case of New York City they had a special. pro ject , 
a New York City Director and assistants, and as I remember 
it, Mr. Alsberg caused to be collected a number of off time, 
that is, off -Government time, writings of people who had been 
on the project, and had.it made up, with the cooperation of 
some people who ran this magazine, had it made up into an 
issue, and as what he considered a friendly gesture to a 
number of us, he just put our names on as the Editorial Board 
of this issue. 

MR. COHN: Now, did you know Joseph Ohr was a Communis i 

MR. HARRIS: At the tine he was in the federal Writers' 

Project, I did not. I have since heard him bo identified 
several times. 
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MR. OOHRJ Yes* Did you suspect It, as you did In ths 
case of McOraw? 

MR. HARRIS; No. He was much more clever, a much more 
clever type. There was no evidence that he was favoring these 
Communist j^Toups. 

MP. CCKN: Did vou kno w Edward Harold Rosenberg? 

MR. HARRIS: I don't think I ever met that gentleman. 

I have heard his name, however, because he was in that New 
York TJnit of the Project. 

rp, CCHN: Did you know that he was a Communist? 

> 

MR. HARRIS; I don't --No, I didn't know that, but it 
is not unlikely that a number of the key people ^here- w«Te 
Communists. 

MR. COHN* And then we have discussed Mr. Mangione al- 
ready, and you have told us you don t think he was a Com- 
munist? 

MR. HARRIS: No, but he also seemed to be very easybn 

them . 

MR. CCHN: You said he seemed to be easy on them* And 

Mr. McGraw was very easy on them* 

MR. HARRIS: And I resigned because of the fact that they 
were, and that Henry Alsberg was being easy on them. 

MR. COHN: Did you resign? Did you split with Mr. 

Alsberg? 

HR. HARRIS: I certainly did, as far as the conduct of 
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that project was concerned. 

fc'R. GCHN’ Now, of course, we have a situation here where 

you were suspicious of Mr. McGraw. He was easy on Comrounlsts. 

You were suspicious of Mr. Alsherg* You were Busplcloua of 

Ur. Gehr. 

VR. HARRIS: I was not suapiclous of Mr. Alsberg, as 

thouKb he were a Communist. I was quite convinced that he 
was a -niaguided, very easy-going philosopher, who was trying 
to do an executive job and just wasn't fitted for that kind 
of thing..- He didn't seem to even understand what was going 

I 

on, or 6 l 3 ^ dlrin t car©* 

MR. COHN: You say you had split with Mr. Alsberg? Is 

that right? 

MF. HARRIS: Mr. Chairman, I say that I had spilt with 

his direction of that project. 

MR. COHN: I see. 

MB. HARRIS: WhSrever I got questions thereafter, I got 

some questions from Alsberg and others on the project about 
things that had happened, or parts of editorial procedure, 
and I continued in close communication with him. 

MR. COHN: When, did you split with Mr. Alsberg; just 

the year. 

MR. HARRIS: , I. think that would be' 193«- 

VR. OCHN: Can yoaa explain the fact that Mr. Alsberg ga« 

you es one of his thtee personal references four years later 


1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

16 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 


5192 

V., - ' > 

when he was seeking (JoTernnient employment, in view of the 
fact that you had spilt with him on the grounds that he was 
soft with Coromunlets? Do you think If those were the facta 
It would be a particularly judicious act on the part of Mr. 
Alsbergf 

Mr<. HARRIS* It would not be a particularly ju ilcioua 
act, but I don't think he has ever been shown to be a Com- 
munist. I think he is an easy-fcrning men who has been mis- 
used by his friends. There is no doubt about it. 

MP. COHN: I -.’as just wonder! ni.', in view of the fact 

that you resigned in protest of his attitude as being soft on 
Communists, why he '-<ould rive you as a reference when seeking 
'.loverntrent employment four years later, after seeing, you only 
once In the interim. 

i»R. hARRIH:. The Counsel seems acept at creating impres- 
sions that I think are contrary to the truth. 

MF. Coa«: Will you please state any inaccuracy in 

any question I asked you^ 

kR. HARRIS: Only in the implication, Mr. Cohn. You 

are implying that I was closely associated with Mr. Alsberg, 
or something, while I was in OWI . 

W-. COHN* 1 am implying that you were closely associate^ 
with Mr. Alsberg when you were In OKI? 

MR. HARRIS: You are saying when he applied to OWI 

he used my name as a reference. 
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MR. CCHN: I am stating that as a fact. I have seen 

the application . 

MR. HARRIS: I didn*t know he did that. 

THE CHAIRMAN: You said there were thre^individuals used 

as reference. V#ho were the other two? 

MR, COHN* Harry Hopkins and ^'elix frankfurter. 

Did you ever work in OW I? 


MB. 

HAKRI3: I 

certainly 

di % sir . 



MP. 

COHN: 1 didn't know 

that. When 

did you go to 

OWI? 

Vn. 

HARftlS: I 

went to OWI in 1942, 



MR. 

COHN* Who 

were vour 

rei e^^ ncea 

for employment 

in 


OXI? 

kn. HARRIS: ^ don't retneraber that. I doubt whether I 

had to have special relerenoes. I was the i^tale Lirector of 
theOffice of Government Reports in New York* Phar ore^anizat ic 
was merged with the Of J: ice of V?ar Information^ and I moved 
from OGR into Okl automatically. 

Mn . OChN: Did you have any security check before you 

went into OWI? 

MR. HARRIS: I had a security check while I was In OWI 

by the Office of Emergency Management, followed by one by 
the Civil Service Commission. 

MR. COHN: Were any of these questions raised then^ 

ME. Harris: The Civll service Commission went into — 

\ 

well, I now realize that the time sequence io’ wrong, when I 
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lay Oivll Service Commlsaion* The Civil Service CotaaiesioB 
Investigated me thoroughly about 1940, and not only wore the to 
luestions raised, but they were raised by me, Mr. Chairman* 
Phey were raised by me, and I can prove Itl I oan prove that 
I sent that investigator up and asked him to go through every- 
thing in the Columbia Campus he could lay his hands on. I 


gave him everything In my personal files. I gave him my 
friends and every personal contact I had that I remembered. 

He read every file of the Columbia Spectator. I remember him 
very specifically, because it was a Mr. Spark, and he worked 
for the Civil Service Commission, and he did a thorough job. 

TOE CHAIRMAN: Before we get through — I do^not want to 

interrupt the se<^uenoe of your testimony, but te f ore we get 
through I would like to have Mr. Harris give the reason viiy 
he was expelled from Columbia. I do not want to interfere 
with the sequence of the questioning at this time. 

MR. HARRI3: A suspension is not an expulsion, but that 

is 8 technicality, I suppose. 

PR. COHN: You were suspended? 

MR. HARRIS: I was suspended, and resigned at the end 


of an eighteen-day period of suspension. 

VF. COHN: I see. Vlas that shortly after you had re- 

turned from Harlan County, Kentucky. 

K'.H. HAREI3* I never went to Harlan County, Kentucky. 
PR. COHN* Did you ever anythini. to do with any group 
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that dirt go there? 

liV' . HARRIS: I am sure 1 Know what you are talking about, 

because for the first time that paper shewed, the Columbia 
Spectator showed, sn interest in conditions that were then 
b^intr shown in the newspapers very prominently There ‘^as a 
\.:roup of people going out, as we understood it, as students 
at Cclumbip, to study what was going on in the Harlan Ken- 
tucky Pine fields. And one? of the reporters on the paper 
vas asked to go along. He asked me whether me might be 
permitted to file r^lspat ches. f rom there, and I said that 
eince he w 9 B eccompanvlng a- student rroup properly sponsor- 
ed bv the l-niversity, sa I understood it, he could go ahead 
and file dispatches. So there were several little accounts 

of the trip. I remember it. 

SFKATOR POTTER: What student group sponsored the trip? 

MR. HARRIS: It seems to me that that was basically an 

outgrowth of one of the courses at Columbia, not one that I 
was taking, a course In sociology, If I remember correctly, 
end also I think that two or three of the clubs on the Campus, 
probably Including the Social Problems Club, would have had 
people alonji. 

MR. COHNJ Now, let me ask you this: Did you ever serve 

in the Navy? 

MF . HARRIS* I never served in the Navy* lapplled for 
a cwramission ^ when I was In OWI. I £ave full In- 
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fo mat Ion about my background, and ao forth, to the Navy* 

After a certain tine, they claimed that my physical condi- 
tion was not appropriate for a comr^isalon, both on eyes and 
age. 

MR. COHN: Mas It your feeling that you had been re.'jected 

because of your physical condition? 

MF. HARRia: No, sir. It was not. I felt that I had been 

rejected because of what I considered misinterpretation of 
my experiences at Columbia and the intervening years. 

THE CHAIRMAN* Your age would not preclude you from 
getting a commission, I assume- You were born in 190^. 

MF. HARRIS: I am not saying that it would preclude it, 

sir, but 1 remember that the gentleman who talked with me men- 
tioned age as one of the factors. My eyesight, I think, 
was the thing that was on the piece of paper. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Well, did you feel that your background 
at Columbia was the determining factor in the denial of a 
commission later? 

MF.. KAPPI8:' I did feel ao , sir, for this reason: — I 
talked briefly with the dean of Columbia College, Mr. Harry 
Carman at that time, because I had t.lven him ss one of my 
references. He is an absolutely honest man, and he would 
never tell anything but the truth* 1 told him I hac ^iven 


> f 


him as a reference, and he said, "I know that, because they 
have been to rae% he said, "But they have also been to kr . 
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'v 

McRnight» the Associate Dean, and I do not think he gave a 
favorable account of what happened here." 

Now, as it happened, Mclnight was one of those peo- 

ple who seemed to be most bittey toward me -during the period 
that was in the turmoil at Columbia. I felt that he might 
have given information that was unfair and biased. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Let me ask you this: You were suspended 

at Columbia for what reason that you can tell us? Give as 
much detail on that as you can. It is rather a serious 
matter* A university does not suspend a student lightly, 
normally, if his grades are all right. 

First let me ask you: - Your grades were satisfactory? 

MR. HARRIS: My grades were ;ju8t satisfactory, in that 

last year, sir. I had been a honor student in my earlier 
years, but ray extra-curricular activities hurt my academic 
worki 

THE CHAIRMAN; Now^ let me ask you this: - Vias it becausf 
of your extra-curricular activities that you were suspended? 

MR. HARRIS: My work specifically as editor of the 

Columbia Daily Spectator, and that only. 

THE CHAIRMAN* Nlll you tell US as beet you can just 
why you were suspended? 

MR. HARRIS; I will, sir. First, I will try to para- 
phrase the official announoement , which you may not have had 
access to. The Deal of Columbia College, in suspending me. 
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id that "An article appearing today, or yesterday, in the 
Columbia Spectator concerning the student dining halls,, la 
the climax of a long series of innuendoes and unfortunate 
statements that haTe appeared in the columns of the Columbia 
Spectator over the past few months, and calls for discipllnar; ’ 
action. 

am therefore suspending the editor, Reed Harris this 

dat e . " 

The history was this: — The Columbia Spectator had 
been a fairly typical student newspaper, which confined its 
news to the Campus, which took no very strong editorial posi- 
tion on anything except the things that college fellows always 
do, to support their University in some repsects, either the 
athletic teams or something else, and I93?i '3^ 193^ 

was a period of great ferment. People were excited- People 
were worried about the depression situation. There was great 
excitement and great turmoil in the papers and the publica- 
tions end in the things we were hearing in our classes, and 
therefore, the Editorial Board, of which I was really chair- 
man that is what that Editor in Chief .lob is — determined 

that we should pursue a policy more like a regular Metropoli- 
tan newspaper; that we should consider ourselves champions 
of our public; "our public" being the students of the Uni- 
versity. 

Sow, ! can confess at this time that that loo/s a little 
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brave and foolish, right now, but we felt we ilire aort of 
knights of white horses, supporting the students of Columbia 
University in situations that needed it, and that also we 
were there partly to make them aware of what went on in the 
outaidp world. We did a lot of different things. In one 
case we found ourselves tangling with my fornrer colleagues 
of the football squad, because we talked about the situation 
of subsidy of football players in the various universities, 
including Columbia. That aroused a tremendous furor, got 
Itself quoted in the newspapers, and I think that some of us, 
included in which was myself, were a little bit blinded by 
those headlihes in the Metropolltal press. 

But, in any event, we went ahead, lie did things like 
conducting a quiz of the Professors, a quiZ' that had run in 
Harper's Magazine, and had been used to prove that students 
didn't know very much, and we tried it on the Professors, 
and found that the l^rofessors couldn't pass it either. And 

we publicized the results. 

That wasn't a popular thing to do. Mloholas Murray 
Rutler was then the President of Columbia University, and 
he ma.de some statesmanlike speeches for the public, tut on 
o ne occasion we had an observer at a meeting, a polltloal 
meeting In the neighhorhood, at which Mr. Butler made state- 
irents of a practical political nature that didn't seem to 

P * 

gibe with what he had said publicly , and we ran in parallel 
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columns what he had said in the political meeting and what 

¥ 

he had aald In the public prints. They didn't match very 
well, and that was regarded pretty badly. 

We thought we were being very brave people who were 
showing the University the way its president of that time 
was behaving, but it was a discourteous thing to do. It 
was pretty nasty. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Let me ask you this: Did your writings 

in the school paper reflect pretty much the same type of 
thinking as the material in this book to which ve have re- 
ferred, "King Football"? 

MR. HARRIS.* A small part of it did, Mr. Chairman. 

THE CHAIRMAN* I mean, you had the same attitude then 
as you had when you wrote this book? 

VP. HARRIS: Yes*. That attitude was prevalent in my 

last tvo years at Columbia, I should say. I think it was 
very common to the students of those days, who were trying 
to find answers to a terrible social situation, had never 
been educated properly in what communism really means, and 
things of that sort. They didn't see these fine differences 

I 

— we didn t . 

But, in any event, those were typical. You, I am sure, 
know of the types of things that appeared in there, which 
were actually shorter and less frequent. There was one 
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editorial that was not favorable to the ROTC as I remember. 
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There wea an editorial that criticised the Navy for letting 
a blimp go over the Campus and release a lot of acid from 
one of its motors. Vve made a big thing out of that. 

But the issue on which we really iinally came to this 
showdown was that there were these Columbia dining halls, 
and those dining halls were managed by the sister of Nicholas 
Vurray Butler, a Visa darah Butler. 

In the year before I became itor, there had been a 
series of articles that indicated that there was raismansfee- 
ment in the dining halls. 

Now, the University Administration had never answered 
those articles, had never said anything about them, had 
never admitted or denied, or really, done anything about it. 
So we ran a r^at of the key article of that series and said, 
"Why Is it that the Administration has never acknowledged 
this, has never said whether or not this article was true?" 
And we quoted It. 

It was that article, sir, referring to the sister of the 
President of the University, that caused the actual blow-up. 

THB CHAIRMAN: Let me ask you this: Were you ever asked 

by anyone to join the Communist Party? 

MP, HARRIS: Ho. I can't imagine any — No, not asked 

to join the Communist Party. 

THE CHAIRMAN* In other words, are you sure of this: 

You were never solicited by anyone to join the Party? 
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MR. HARRIS* Unless the solicitation Is involved in so me 
of these men at the University saying ”Yom omght to he aloser 
to us* You ought to get in with us.” 

THE OHAIRM/^N- Did anyone that you considered a Communis; 
suggest that you join with them^ or get closer to them? 

MR. HARRIS: ^r. Donald Henderson asked me one day why 

I did not come In more closely with them, and ^ said I was 
doubtful of the way they operated. 

THE CHAIRMAN: You knew that there was a Communist 

Group or Communist Cell at Columbia? 

MR. HARRIS: I did not know those things, air; I knew 
that there was a Social Problems Club# I knew that these 
people wppe in It • And I was aware that some of the t hings 

that they were doing seemed favorable to so rne of the causes 

which were popular with any of us. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Let me ask you this: Did you know that 

there were Communist students at Columbia at the time you 
were there? And did you know who anv of .them were? 

MR. HARRIS: I recognize that this sounds like in- 

credible naivet^, but I did not know they were actual Com- 
munist Party members on the Campus of Columbia University. 

SENATOR JACKSON: I have to leave, Mr. Chairman- 1 

want to ask one question. 

You mentioned, Mr. Harris, about the ant i-Commun iat 
positions that you have taken. Do you have any information 
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that you could aupply the committee along that line? I mean, 
did you join any groups that — well, for instance, the 
Committee to ^id ‘he Allies, or something? I am just think- 
ing of groups that are contrary to the Communist position. 

MH. KARRI3: Since I have been in — 

3£i\'A'fCa JACK30N: Other than a state of mind, you under- 

stand; other than your own state of mind. 

SkNAIOR rl)TTt.nJ Or any public vritings? 

otNATOR JAGrdOS; Yes; that the committee can look at. 

dENATOH POfl’ER; You nave here, I notice, in ycur oook, 
some mention which is favorable writing to the Soviet Union. 

I nm Just wonde ringsJsnce chat time if there nave' been any 
ait l-Communlst writings? 

n:?. HARFI3: Throughout the time I have been In the 

Government, I have been in the type of work and under the typ< 
of rules which permitted very little, if any, outside writing, 
I have done no writing on any aide of the i ence during that 
period, unless you count the small period wnen I was out of 
tne Government and worked on a. Guide Book. I have just 
not oeen in the writing business. 

BLiSATCR BOTiErv;- The thing that is strange to me is the 
fact that you were quite strong, and firm and positive in 
your position in 1932* And you stated that you realized that 
your position was probably unfounded, and you took a different 


turn. 
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MR. HARRIS: That la right, Semator. 

SENATOR POTTER: Now, the average person, when he takes 

a different turn, knowing his past utterances, would do every- 
thing possible to make sure that he counteracted It with posi- 
tive statements to the contrary He would say "Here, in 1937 
or V 36 or whatever it might be, I realized that I was going 
up a blind alley, so I did this," Because it is an easy 
thing to say that what we are talking about now took place 
many years ago, but to come today and say "I was foolish 
then, and 1 changed my mind soon afterwards", unless there 
has been some demonstration beyond what you have f. iven us 
here to convince us there has been a great change — 

SENATOR JACKSON. In other words, if ^ might supplement 
what you are saying: Assuming that what you did back in 193^ 
were youthful indiscretions, you said a lot of things, and I 
suppose that happens to everyone in life when they are young. . 
Assuming this book to be that result, of youthful indiscre- 
tion, w^at have you done since then that the committee could 
properly evaluate, that would be to the opposite of this? 

That is what I am getting at. I think the committee wants 
to be fair, Mr* Harris. You cannot examine a man's state 
of mind. You cannot ascertain his state of mind unless you 
know what he did objectively and what he reported, what he 
said, what groups he might have belonged to* That is what 
we need here for this record, because of what you have writ ter 
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in 1932 . I have the same thing In mind that Mr. Potter haa* 

THE CHAIRMAN* And keep in mind that not a single 
Senator here, so far as I know, has ever seen you before 1 odaj 

MP. HARF.I3: I recognize that. 

THE CHAIRMAN* 3o there is no ill-feeling against you* 
we are searching for the key, however, to the extreme eithepr 
mismanagement or deliberate sabotage of the Voice Protram, 
and we have been trying to 'find that, trying very hard to 
find it . 

SENATOR JACKSON: I may say I was in the llniyeraity 

during this same period, and I know some of the things that 
were going on on the Campus. But certainly you ought to be 
able to come up with some positions you have taken that 
would indicate a positive stand that is contrary to what 
the Communist position was. 

Now, I think if you were sitting in our position you 
would ask for that. 

SENATOR POTTER. And particularly as we found in the 
hearings that we already have had, that, to be extremely 
generous, the policies in the Voice have been extremely naive 
in their approach to-vard the Communist problem, and combined 
with the past bistory of yourself, and the fact that we have 
a Voice Program that has not been strong in its anti-Coraroun- 
ist position in many aspeots, we are searching to find out, 
as the chairman said, where the kernel is. what has happened ’ 
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3o, that la the reason. Vie are net after anyone* We 
are just trying to find out what haa happened to an agency 
of Government that has coat the American taxpayers a lot of 
money and should be one of the foremost instruments to combat 
this international communism which we are in a struggle with 
today. 

MR. HARRIS* Senators, you are being, I think, ex- 

^ think that anybody who sabotaged thj 
Voice of America should be pilloried before the public and 
punished in any way that is available to the Government of 
the Uni ted States. 

I will say, on this Question of what I can show: I have 
been a Government worker ever since 1934. I have not been in| 
public life in the sense of making public speeches, and so 
forth, with the sole exception of working for the Affiliated 
Young Democrats of New York, where I was active during the 
Office of Government Heports job. In other 
•’Ords, while I was stationed in New York, 1 was very active 
in that organization. 

. CX)HN: Is that the Moscovitz outfit? 

u,F. RAKRI3: That is Harold Moscovitz's organization, 

yes, sir. It was constantly fighting for the policies of the| 
Government and against the Communists, or anyone else who 
stood in the way of the policies of the Government. 

oi.NAT(<n JAChoON: Lid you ever belong to the United 
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Public Workers, that was In the CIO? 

MP. HARRIS^ I was a member of the AfofL* The AFQE. 

SENATOR JACKSON: The American Federation of Government 

Brployees? 

■ 

MR. HARRIS: That is right; the Araerioan Ferteratlon of 

Government Employees, the WPA unit of that thing* It eeems 
to me that that local decided to resign from the AFGE and 
reconstutite itself into a local of the United Federal Worker 

SENATOR Jackson: Did you have any ideological problems 

within that organisation? 

MR. HARRIS: We certainly did. I was not a tremendously 

active member. 

SENATOR JACKSON: The Commies were tryinf to capture 

it, were they? 

MR. HARRIS: They certainly were trying to capture it. 

SENATOR JACKSON : And did you take a stand in the meet» 

Ings? 

MR. HARRIS: 1 stood up in the meetings. Well, it is 

taking a stand, yes. Forgive me* I took a stand. 

SENATOR JACKSON: Did you take a stand for the White 

Faction against the Red Faction? 

MR. HARRIS: <niat is correct, so far as I could Identify 

the Red Faction. 

SENATOR JACKSON: Can you give the names of any who 

can corroborate you in that position? 


1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

16 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

26 


5208 

111, Mentis: It l8 possible that Mr. Jacob Baker could. 

Mt . Jacob Baker it now attached to an organization called 
Econoaetrlct. It it an economic analytis group in Hew York, a 
private service. He waa, for about a few months, the actual 
head. ' After it moved over, he became the actual head of 
that thing for a short time, after it moved into the CIO. 

JACKSON: It moved over into the CIO? 

MR. HARRIS: That it right, sir. 

SENATOR JACKSON: Did you belong to the CIO, UPwA, for 

a period of time? 

MR, HARRIS: If I did, it would not be for more than a 

month or to, becaute Mr, Baker, like others, saw the Communis; 
were cbmlng into thit thing and getting cohtrol of it, and re- 
signed ina great huff. But may I say, quickly. Senators — 

MR. 00HH‘ Did you belong to it? 

MR, HARRIS^ I am not aware that I belinged to it. I 
belonged to the AFGE Local. 

SENATOR POTTER* It would be very helpful if we had, and 
I do not think we have had, Mr. Counsel, an employment 
sketch. After you left the University, did you immediately 
oome to work for the Government? 

MR. HARRIS: I did not. I worked as a free lance writer. 

SENATOR POTTER: And when did you start working with 

the Government? 

MR. HARRIS: November 11th, 1934, sir. 
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3itSAT0R fXTTTER- How did you hspuen to r«in that 


eci‘ 


ployment ? 


VF. HAFRI3: ^ gained that employment largely through 

Mr. Jacob Dakar, that I 3 uat mentioned. He vae a4i Assistant 
Administrator of what was called the Federal Emergency Relief 
Administration at that time. 

SENATOR POTTERS In other words, FEBA? 

f 

MP. HARRIS- That is right, air. 

THE CHAIRKAN: Let me ask a question: Did you help 

Jacob Baker write the book Government Benefits? 

MR. HARRIS: I did. 

THE CHAIRMAN: That was in 1936? 

MR. HARRIS: My contribution conaiated of research only. 

I furnished material from the Library of Congreas for that 
book. 


THE CHAIRMAN- In other words, you cannot be held ac- 
couobable for the language' in the book? 

MR. HARRIS: No, sir- 

THE chairman: You did not do the writing? You did the 

research; he did the writing? 

MR. HARRIS: The research is evident . There is a list 

of tariff items, and things of that sort on one page cited 
as examples. That was done as an official duty, because at 
that period of time the FERA was in process of ^olng out of 
existence and WPA was coming in. 
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THE CHAIHMAH: But In any eve at'', your testimony is that 

you did not do the writing? 

14R. HARRIS: I did not do anything but the nsearoh. I 

oould be listed ae a "coid ghost" in a case of that kind, I 
suppose . 

SENATOR potter: When did you leave WPA? 

MR. HARRIS: I left WPA in 193®» when I had this differ- 

ence of opinion with the top ooramand of the -- 

SENATOR POTTER: All right. Where did you go from there' 

MR. HARRIS: I went to Robbins Travel House as Travel 

Book Editor. 

SENATOR POTTER: You left the Government at that time? 

UR. HARRIS: did. 

•SENA'rC’R POTTER; Then when did you oome back in Governmei 
service? 

MR. HARRIS: In January of 193*^» I believe, air. 

SENATOR POTTER: And what did you come back as? 

MR. HARRIS: As the Administrative Officer for the 

National Emergency Council. That was a predecessor of the 
Office of Government Reports. 

SENATOR POTTER: How long did you work there. 

MR. HJIPHIS: I stayed right through, as it became Govern- 

ment reports. That went out of existence approximately at 
the end of 1941 or the early part of 1942, and merged into ths 
OWI, so I had continuous employment. 
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3EINATOR POTTER* And who solicited you Into Government 
at that time? How did you happen to come hack in? 

MP. HARRIS: I am trying to remember who the flrat 

contact was. I think it was Hr. Thomas Corcoran. 

SENATOR POTTER; Tommy Corcoran? 

MF. HARRIS’ That is right — at least, he interviewed 

ae, Senator. 

SfINAlOF. POTTER: And then, from there where did you go? 

MR. HARRIS^ To the Office of War Information. 

SENATOR POTTER: And you ’^re with War Information -- 

MR. HARRIS: Until 19^4-, when I volunteeredfor service 

in the Air Force. I was In the Air Force until November 
of 1945. 

SENATOR POTTER* You were In the Air Force? 

MF . HARRIS: I was, sir. 

SENATOR POTTER: For about a year? 

MR. HARRIS: For a year and a half, eir. 

SENATOR POTTER; A year and a half . And then when you 
were separated from the service, from the Air Force, where dl J 
you go? 

MR. HARRIS: I dime back to the Government. 

SENATOR POTTER: And whom did you contact back in the 

Government? 

MR. HARRIS: I came back to the nuoleua, the remaining 

nucleus, of OWI, which wae In the prooegg of transfer to 
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the Departaent of State. 

MB. OOHM: I Blaaed thle. Tommy Corcoran got you what 

job? 

MR. HARRIS: Tommy Corcoran Interviewed me for the job 

in the Rational Emergency Council, which later became the 
O&P. 

SENATOR JACKSON: Would you go through your files and 

supply the committee with anyfeemoranda that you might have 
on policy mattera during the time you have been in Government 
relating to the Communist problem, whether it be on handling 
personnel, or on the problem of over-all foreign policy, 

Voice policy, or whatever you might have had jurisdiction of? 
You understand the problem of this committee? 

MR. HARRIS: I certainly do. Senator. 

SENATOR JACKSON: We are confronted with a book, on the 

one hand, and I might say, just speaking for myself, that 
I think I could forgive you for the indiscretions of this 
period, if you have something to counteract the position 
you took back in I93? in the depths of the Depression. You 
can understand the problem of this committee, faced with 
this kind of a document. Is that not a fair approach? 

VF. HARRIS: That is fair. Senator, but the only thing 

that is wrong with it is that if it calls for sort of public 
positions, I am at a disadvantage, because I wasn't doing 
anything that was public. 
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8SHATOF JACK30S: Did you ever any letters to 

the editors of the papers? 

HR. HARRIS: That is prohibited at the itate Department .j 

3EKAT0B JACKdOS: Ho, no* Let me bring you back to 

August of 1939. Did you write any letters? rid you take 
any stand about the Kasi -Russian Pact? And what was your 
position from August of 1939 to June 20 of 1941, or^around 
Juns 20th, when Geraany invaded Russia? And what was your 
position with reference to foreign policy, neutrality, all 
during that period? And then, what was your position after 
the invasion? 

MB. HARRIS: I will do Tjy utraost, Senator , to supply 

what you have In mind. I understand that you are being 
very helpful In bringing out the truth in this thing. 

•lilE CHaIUMAH: You see, here is the thing that occurs 

to u 3 in certain circles. 

Assuae for the tlroe being that you, over the past te' 
or fifteen years, we will say, have been a completely loyal 
American* Assuisie that you have been devoted to the fight 
against eo«»unlam* Assume that you hate ooramunisni tretnen- 
dously* You love Acierlea. l^et us just assume all that to 

bo true for the tin® being. 

The thing that ©coura to the average aind, I uhinlc, is 
this: they find the head of the State Department looking 

for a feoip laan for the Yoloe to head the fight against com- 
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munlsm. ‘rhey check your record and find a book which 
you wrote in *3? which would appear to be strictly down the 
CoT^munist Party line. They find that you were listed as a 
co-editor with two or three or four other men who were known 
Communiats, in 1938* 

MR. HARRIS* They were then known? 

THE CHAIhMAli. Let me finish* 

And they find you are listed in *3? on the sponsoring 
{..roup that is to form a Communist-front organization. 

They find nothing in your record to show that at a 
certain time you repudiated all of this. And the average 
man says, •‘Well, assume that Harris is a eOcd, loyal American 
and assume that he is «^nt l-Communiot . Why in heaven's name 


did they ^^et a man >:ho has auoh a questionable background 
and has done nothing in • ny particular period of his life to 
repudiate this what may well, have been youthful indiscretionT ' 

I am not saying this critically of you* I am talking 
now about electing you for the job. You see, it vould almost 
seem like Dean Acheson selecting me to write his memoirs, 
if you follow me. 

Now, I do not think we can continue on here all evening. 
At' this stage of the proceedings, we have the testimony of Mr. 
Harris to the effect that he has been an ti-Communist over the 
past years* We have other testimony in the record which. >.9 
of a very disturbing nature. I think that we should do nothli 
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at all of a public nature on this, at least until we have 
examined the personnel and security files of Mr. Harris. 

Vy thought is that to the press, vho are waiting for a 
statement, I will merely say we are going into the Voice 
of Amerlctf and we have nothing we can tell them at this 
time. 

dFNATOR POTTER: I think, Mr. Chairman, as a result of 

the testimony today, which actually does not give us '^uch 
information, we should have a chance to go over it a little 
more thoroughly, and we cou.ld have Mr. harrls back to meet 
with us in Executive Session. 

THE CHAIRMAN* Oh, yes, we are not through at all. I 
would like to go into this Hebrew Desk deal. Let us spend 

a little time on that yet tonight. I am very Interested In 
that . 

MR. HARRIS: Forgive roe, Mr. Chairman* would it be In 

order for me to answer the quest lo^n placed by the Senator 
before he leaves? He asked a question I don't think I have 

I 

had enough to say about. 1 don t think it will take more 
than a moment. 

SENATOR POTTER* . To finish your employment? 

MF. KARRIS: The question was on actions that have 

repudiated my earlier position, as you Have interpreted, it 
from my book here. 

SENATOR JACX30N: Either in the form of a document, ar- 
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Idea or individuals that you can bring in; I mean, reputabl 


ndividuals that have some standing. 

the CHAIFMAH: Are you asking him to answer that now? 

SENATOR JACKSON: No, he does not have to answer now. 

THE chairman: Or are you suggesting that he supply 

Information along that line. 

SENATOR JACKSON: Yes, supply the names of reputable 

people. There may have been a pro.lect where you had a fight 
,,ithln the union, where the Commies were trying to take over. 

THB^ chairman: Let me ask you this: 1 have the irapre3si|)n 

roro looking at excerpts from the Cook — and ^ believe the 
)ther Senators have gotten the same impression, that if you 
had been a Communist at that time, that is the type of Dook 
i,ou would have written- v ould you agree that that is sub- 
stantially correct, or is that statin^ it too strongly, do 

you think? 

MR. HARRIS: Senator, I would say that that is mu cb too 

strong. I think that ninety per cent of that book would be 
writtm by any sensational writer on sports matters and the 
conditions of the times, college conditions, and written In 
something like three weeks, day and night , to meet a contracj; , 
in order that I might live. It was very poorly done and very 

badly done . 

THE CHAIRMAN: ^ do not want to keep beating this horse. 

You haTS admitted that you wrote it, and you have repudiated 
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It, and said It waa the'^^rasult of youthful indiscretion, 
because of the tiroes* And at that time you were fc^oing throug i 
a depression, and conditions were a lot different than now. 

But you see, in * his took you find, number. 1, that you con- 
demn the colleges for dismission Com^nuniet teachers. You 
refer to a sadistic butcher who is now probably the Commander 
of the American Legion, That xvas the Communist Party line 
at the time. 

You tell about your good friends, Professors, who were 
Oororounlsts, one at Princeton , one at Columbia . You ridicu le 
the religious groups, or maybe 1 should not use the word 
"ridlculedV, but you^^^ ”The colleges supported wholly by 
Protestant Sects, lead the way in creating the worst at- 
mosphere of Uhlverslry fear in America. State Colleges 
follow close behind* The Catholio Institutions roust be 
placed next,*' 

All of this would seem to roe to be strictly the Com- 
munist line, I am not talking about the other ninety per 
cent of the book, but I assume that you would agree with roe 
that most any Senator glancing at this, or anyone who knows 
something about the Gomroualst movement would say "That is the 
Communist line**, would you not? 

MB. aARRIS: These selected excerpts. Senator would, 

at leaat soroa of them, ap]^ear to be the same position taken 
by as tr erne Left Wing people at that tljne, yes. 
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THE CHAIRMAN: I would like to get down to this other 

question of this Hebrew Desk. 

Now, at the time the Communists became publicly anti- 
Semetlc, when they started to execute the Jewish leaders, 
apparently because their crime was being Jewish, it would 
seem that would afforded us a tremendous propaganda weapon ♦ 
especially in view of the fact that your Jewish people, many 
of them, are self-professed Liberals, many of those Liberals 
in charge of newspapers, means of communication, throughout 
the world. In other words, your Jewish race has a fairly 
heavy intrest in lines of communication* Can we say that 
s af ely? 

Many of those are cpnserva tive , of course, but a sizable 
number are lib^-ral, extremely liberal. 

Now, I have always understood the to tali tarlans must be 
ant i-3emet ic . They cannot countenance a group such as the 
Jewish people. It thwarts their efforts. They cannot coun- 
tenance any other strongly religious group, the Catholics, 
or *^ny Protestant lect . 

HAFPI3: That is right. 

THH: CKAI5MAN: Vthen they became publicly an ti-3emet Ic , 

do you not think that gave us the most tremendous propaganda 
weapon that ev^r been handed to us? 

VF. >1AFFIS: . Chairman, I think it did ve ua a big 

propaganrls weapon, and I think we have used it very effect- 
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vely. 

The decision that you are talking about, to discontinue 
he Hebrew language — not all the broadcasts to Israel, but 
hose in the ‘^brew language — was taken by a Board, long 
)efore Decenber 5th. -^t wa« taken on a budgetary basis, 

,n the basis of those broadcasts that seened least effective 
in reaching their targets and getting results. 

That decision was made after consulting the Wear East 
Bureau of the Department. It was not made by me*. It was 
"ade by a Board, by the Program Allocations Board. 
the CHAIBMANJ Who headed that Board? 

WP. HARRIS: I think Ur. Oompton, Dr. Compton, was 

sitting as Chairmen at that time. 

COHN* The papers indicate you were. 

MH. HARRIS: AS the Chairman at that time? Well, it 

certainly was discussed In a meeting which included Or. 

Compton, Mr. Kohler, 41 r* Puhan. 

MR. COHN: Mr. Bradley Connors? 

MR. HARRIS: Mr. Bradley Connors. 

MR. COHN: Mr. Arthur Klratall 

MR. HARRIS: Mr. Kimball. And Mr. William G. Johnstone, 

the ’eputy for Field Operations. 

THE CHAIRMAN; And did you favor the disco ntinuanoe of 

the Hebrew Desk at that. time? 

MR. KARRIS: On the facts presented to me, which I oouldn |t 
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valuate. They were presented to me as indicating that 
hat was not an effective program, that it was one of the 
east effective. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Well, let us assume that it was not an 

iffectlve program hefora you had this propaganda weapon, 
before the Communists became openly anti- 5 emetic and vigorous* 
Ly anti-Bemetic . Perhaps that might not have tof=en an ef- 
fective desk* They might not have had the material* Put 
3o you not think it was a tremendous mistake to attempt to 
iiscontinue it when they ^^vere handed that great propaganda 
weapon? 

MR. HARRIS: If Hebrew will reach a lot of listeners on 

that. But the fact is that we. keep ^setting reports that 
there are relatively few people who understand the regular 
Hebrew within our listening range, and all the people who 
do, understand other languages better. Because it is true 
that Hebrew is the common language of Israel, but the people 
who were In there came from Germany *^nri the United States, and 
other parts of thd world, and the lan,^age that native to 
them, that Is normal to them, is the other language they are 
hearing. That is the way Mr. Tohl'-r explained it to me. 

THl;. CHAIRMAN: Do vou get those reports in writing? 

MR. KARRIS: Yes; we get those reports in writing. They 

would show up in the evaluation reports. 

THE CHAIRMAN* Will you supply us with those reports? 


i 

1 


i 




J 


1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

16 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

26 


5221 


Nv- 
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made 


MR. HARFI 3 : I will do what I can, air. 

THt CHAIRMAN* You must have had those reports before you 
this decision, I assume* 

MR. HARRIS: The Board had them suf’^arized by Mr. Vohler 


and Ur. Puhan. 

MP. COHN: That Is a long time before all of this 

happened, is it not? 

MR. HARRIS: Mr. Kohler and Mr. Puhan participated in 

the Program Allocations Board Meeting in which it was de- 
cided to discontinue Hebrew. The decision was to make that 
change immediately after the National Elections, in order 
to avoid domestic complications. 

THE chairman: Yes. As Step Number I3 in a proeiram 

involving 15 steps. 

MR. HARRIS: They submitted in writings list of I3 

steps, it is true. 

THE CHAIRMAN. I5. 

MR. HARRIS; Well, a number* Forgive me for the lack 
of — I remember a series of recommendations by the Voice. 

The Board as a whole did not agree with that order of priority 
of those steps, because some of them were obviously impos- 
sibilities to do. They chose from that several items that 
needed to be done to sQve money. 

THE CHAIRMAN* The Board selected fifteen actions to 


be taken* They listed them in order of priority — right? 


Alderson Reporting Company 
Washington, D, C. 




ARC 


3222 


j UR. HARRIS: Hr. Chairman, may Interrupt, only to try- 

„ ,to correct this understanding? 

iS ■ 


The Program Allooatlona Board, vhloh la an o»er-all HA 
. 1 Board, waa under the neoeaelty of cutting the operating budgei 
5 I in order to meet the needa for what la oalled the admlnlatra- 
e 1 tlve support, money paid to the rent of the dtate Department 
to supply services. 

In order to do that, we called upon divisions to give us 

9 I recommendations on things that they could reduce without 

10 I harming the effectiveness of their operations. Mr. Kohler, 

11 as I remember it, submitted a list of some several points. 

12 I The Council says there were fifteen points. 

THE CtiAlBIAN: I have fiiteen listed. 

th. KARRI 3: Those were the ones, then 

THE CHAIFN:AN* \nd the date, December 10; right? 

HARRIS: i^ot the list that I saw, sir* That was long 
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THE 0KMR«J- I your pardon. 

SEI'JkTOR VMhDT: Were you a member of thet Board, ^r. 

Harris? 

f. VAhRldi I am. I am the nee airman- I ^ot in the 
absence of Dr • Compton. 

S:t; AICB '’.UNI;T* How many members are on that Foard? 

■r. hnEHld: X know it must sound — but the fact is 

♦■hst I get BO meiny ;^ue 8 ticrs todf’y it is hard to keep up. 
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Ther“ were Corpton — — there was no Voioe Meffber on that Board, 
and they only appe^re- , °s, in eifect, wltneaseB. 

VR. CCHN: Eradley Connors'^ 

K^RFIS: I say Johnston- , Connors, vimball, Co •Tipton, 

tryself, Mr. Gedalecla, the evaluatio man, the *-irector of 
Evaluation. That has since been auc,Tnented by Deputy Eirectoi 
f/ortrn, but at that time there vas no Voice h(eniber. 

SENATOR That is six or s-ven. Do you recall 

whether br not that was a decision a- rived at unanimously, 
or a split decision? 

iilR. HARRIS: It was unanimous, as iar as the members of 

the Board were concerned, seems to me that Mr. Puh.-.n and 

Mr. iohler and ^ believe Mr. Francis was there too — that 
they all said that any of these actions actually would be 
merely quibbling, to the Voice. They did not differentiate. 
They didn't pick out the Hebrew thing as something special 
to be done, but theydid say they didn't want to see the «Boar( 
cut out any of those, but, they said, if we had to, this was 
the order in which it should be done, and we didn't follow 
that order; we didn't feel that was the case. 

THE CHAIRMAN* The Board was an Advisory Board? 

MF. HARRIS: The Program Allocations Board, sir was not 

advisory, except In. the ser.se — 

THE CHAIRMAN: 1 1 is set up by the head of the Depart- 

ment, is it not? It la not set upby law? 
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ilR. HARRIS: No, not by law. It is an fidministratlve 

board. 

THE CHAIRMAN: So you set up this Board to advise you? 

And then Dr. Compton, or when you were head of the IIA, you 
yourself, can follow the recotnnendat ions , if you care to. 

You are not bound by them, are you? 

MR. HARRIS • The Board has authority to act unless 
overrule them. I guess that would be a more accurate state- 
ment. 

THE CHAIRMAN. They act by putting into effect what you 
have recommended; is that correct? 

MR. HARRIS: Yes, they submit their recommenaat ion in 

the form of an implementing document, and normally, we sign 
i t without question. 

THE CHAIRMAN: So chat no action can be taken until 

you, as Acting Director or Compton as uire^ctcr, slen it'"’ 

IkB. HARRIS: That is right;not until an Ef'ecutive 3lr.ns 

it . 

THE chairman:- njqw , who picked oat the Hebrew Lahf^uage Hi 
Desk for elimination? 

MR. Harris: At that meeting, the first reference to it 

was made by Mr, Johnstone. 

THE CHMRMAN: Mr. Johnstone. Is that the same rnan 

who was involved in the Amerasia case? 

MR. S”RINE: That is correct. the I?R, too. 
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MR. HARRIS: Mr. Johnstone, Mr. Connors and Mr. Geua- 

lecla, were the people. They spoke up almost simultaneously , 
because they are the people who had the knowledge. Jar. John- 
stone had what they call Regional knowledge. , Mr. Connors 
was an expert on r,he policy implicatic s, end *^r. Dedalecia 
knew what the real effects of these things were, because he 
gets the evaluation reports. 

TEE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Connors, you say, was an expert on 

policy. I am trying to recall his testimony the other day. 

And what do we know about this third roan? 

MR. COHN: I don't know about that, Mr. Chairman. I 

will have to check on that. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Let me ask you this, Mr .Karris, i'aybe 

hindsight is better than foresight. Sometimes the committee 
here-, sitting and examining what you did two or three months 
ago is in a fairly easy position to criticise at times. But 
looking at this now by rr.'ay of hindsight, seeing the tremendous 
amount of anti-Seroetic activities of the Soviet Union, and 
keeping in mind that your Jewish people found in almost 
every nation on earth, and a fairly powerful force, do you 
not think that — or let us put it this way: If were a 

raeiBber of the Oomrounlst Party, and ■*' wanted to protect the 
Cominunlsts — if this is unfair, tell roe — if 1 were a 
raember of the Gomrounlst Party and ^ wanted to protect the 
International Communist Movement as much as possible from the 
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results of this anti-semetio program they have taken on,, 

would I not do the same thing that Connors and these other 

two !Pen did here, namely, recommend the elimination of the 

Hebrew Lanf_uage IV>ek at that time? 

ivF. H<kRRI3: Mr. Chairman, I think they would recommend 

the cutting down of the use of that subject matter. The 

particular langusne is a matter of how you reach a group 

most effectively. It has nothing to do with the contents. 

You can look at all the directives — I mean, you can be 

sure that we have used that anti-3emetio an. le over and over 

a^,ain, and I lay that this Hebrew thing w.a3 beamed at the 

country of Israel; that it was not getting in effectively 

as a sif-nal should; that we had determined from Mr. Gedalecia, 

whom I think it is proper to mention at this point Is of 

Jevish extraction and interested in the Jewish people — 

uf., CCBN: Where did he come from, Mr. Harris? 

i; r . HAhflji: he '*as with the American Broadcast ing 

jystem as their evaluation officer. 

Uh. C0Ki\: Up in Kew York? 

\ 1 - . : I would have been New York, yes, sir. 

COhK: What Jewish ccnneotions did he have, do ycu 

.'■now ? 

ii.'- . hAlirilJ: 1 believe he was active in the over-all 

OTi, a nizet ion , which is rot only Jewish, but — the Conference 
Cl Christians and Jews they call it, I think — and some 
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1 

organization sending materials out to Israel* He has told 


2 

us 'hat he has been actire in those fields. 1 think he has 


3 

b?en the publicity man for them* 


4 

I HE CHAIBMAU* Let roe ask you this: There is a strong 


6 

Communist element in Israel; is that oorreot? 


6 

MF. HARRIS: I have certainly read that there are a lot 


7 

of Comm n lets in Israel; that is right. 


8 

THE chairman: How, what percentage of the people in 


9 

Israel understand the Hebrew language? Would you know? 


10 

MR. HARRIS: My understanding, again, as ^presented to me 


11 

by pritwily Mr* Kohler and Mr. Puhan at that meeting - I know 


12 

very little about Israel - that was partly educational to me. 


13 

that meeting was — and as confirmed by Mr, Gedalecia, either 


14 

then or later, Hebrew is commonly spoken by a considerable 


16 

part of the population as the only language common to a nuro- 


16 

ber of groups. They do not merely speak it very well, it 


17 

is like some of us in the State Lepartment knowing French 


18 

in ord>*r to be able to talk to Diplomats. It is not their 


19 

native language, what they speak or talk in. 


20 

THE CHAIFUIAN* It is the official language? 


21 

MR. HARRIS: That is right; it is. 


22 

the OKAIRMAN* In other words, some are German Jews, 


23 

some ^rench Jews, and so on? 


24 

MR. HARRIS* That is correct. 


25 

> 

the CHAIRMAN* And their native language may be %fmaa, 

r 

i 

f 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

26 


5228 




French , 


Chincae , 


mb. HABRI3: 


almost any other language. 


We have toigm po**’erful programs 


going out 


in these other languages. 

THE chairman: No, let me finish. 

Eutthe language which Is common to them is Hebrew? 

MR. HARPI3: I have had that statement made to, me, and 

furthermore I have been told they very often use Fnglish In 
their own proceedings. I wish you vruld looi? it up, '‘r. oohn. 
fc’F. CCHB: I don't have to look it I have teen 




there . 

THE pIiAIFltlAN: Let me ask counsel* You have been over 
in Israel, have you not? Is there any doubt about the f-ict 

that the Hebrew lan^uate is the lan.uege that is e,enerally 
understood’ 

j^R.CCHN: It is £.enerally understood, generally s..^oken, 

V 

and it is the official lan^.uage. 

MR. HARRIS: Vey I ask a. question of the counsel in this 

connection? I know it Is out of order, tut is, he referring 
to Yiddish or Hebrew? 

COHK: Peferring to Hebrew. 

VF. HARRIS: tf^-cause there is a great difference. I 

understand that Yiddish is quite common there, but Hebrew is 
not . 

THE CHAIRMAN: One of the reasons for the cancellation 

was that the signal was not getting through very -veil? 
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MR. HARRIS: That la what they told us. 

TH£ CHAIRMAN* Is it not correct that you ^ot a memo- 
,randum after you ordered that the Hebrew lan^- iage desk be 
discontinued, a memorandum informing you that the Courier 
Project had taken care of that situation and that the signal 
how is arriving in the target area in a satisfactory ?ftanner? 

MR, HARRIS: We got such a memorandum, and in the meet- 

ing of the Program Allocations Board which followed that, 
we authorized Mr. Morton to continue the Hebrew ^^an^uage 
until further notice, and the order has never been put into 
effect . 

THE CHAIRMAN: You say "we" did. Is it not correct that 

Mr. Morton or somebody in New York got hold of i t . Qo mpton, 
who was out of the country, and Dr* Morton said to suspend yoi 
order until he returned? 

MR. HARRIS: I am not aware of that sequence of events, 

but I do know it was dis.cussed at a meeting of the Program 
Allooatione Board, after Dr, Compton got back, and that we 
told Dr. Morton specifically that we would not ask him to 
carry out any of the recommendations made at that previous 
neetlng, not only as to Hebrew, but thequestion of suspending 
the program booklet. 

THE CHAIfiMAN* Let us get the sequence of events. You 
send an order oyer aaylag "Discontinue the Hebrew Desk,'' 

The New fork Voice refused to do that. Then you went to New 
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ark pereonsUy ana handed the order to Mr. Tranole. I» 
hat correct? 

MP. HARFI3: Are you saying that I went to Hew ^ork 

ersonally and handed an order to Mr. Francis? 

THE CHAIRMAN: It la in the forn of a question. 

I 

MF. HARRIS: Of course not. I don t make a business of 
;oine to New York to hand orders to anybody. 

THE CHAIPMAN: You are sure of that? 

ivlR. HARRIS: Well, I certainly don't do it in New YorJt . 

[f I handed It to him in Washington, it was simply because 
le hap.ened to be in my office at the time the order was 


signed. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Then you say that you subsequently author- 

ized him not to put this order into effect? 

;viP. HAFPIS: Thet is correct. The action of the TAB wai 

at that time that any orders growing out of the earlier meetic 
are suspended until further notice. They still are. 

THE CHAIPMAN: Who took the initiative on that? Did you? 

t.;p. HAPFI3: Mr. H'orton took the initiative, ^^e first 

brought it up, I think, to Dr. Compton, but the actual action 
was taken at a meeting of the f>rotram Allocations Board. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Let me ask you this-’ Is it coi’ect that 

when you handed this order to Mr. Francis, after you handed 
it to Mr. Francis, Mr. Morton, or someone in the New York 
Office f.,ot in touch with Dr. Compton 


. 1 ':^ 
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MF. COHN: Mr. !tiOrton ’as orer In Europe with Tr. 

Corapton, V,T, Chairman* Mr, Puhan and Mr. Thompson and Ur, 
Francis reached Dr. Morton In Europe, and then they reached 
Dr. Compton, and Mr, Morton and Dr* Compton told them that 
they did not have to follow that order. 

PHR CHAIRMAN* Is that correct, Mr, Harrla? 

.VF. KAPEI3: I just '.on ynow thone facta. If you 

have had testimony to that effect, then that Is correct. 

THE CI'MKVAN* Is that not the way It came about? This 
was a. subject of considerable controversy, you should recall 
whether It was Dr, Compton who authorized your order to be 
suspended, or not, or whether you changed your mind, or 
whether the Board made a change. 

I'R. HAfiRIB: Mr. Chairman, you are trying to put the 

question of me interfering in policy here. That is not my 
business, or, no, that la not correct that it la not my busi- 
ness, but I am not a policy person here. 1 got recoramsndatio 
from my Allocations Board. It was specifically stated that 
after the domestic elections w.ere over, the Voice was to sus- 
pend Re__brew, suspend a program book and a couple of other 
things of that sort, in order to save money, 

liP. COHN* All right. Now, let's see* The Slansky 
thing, the anti-demetlc purges began* ‘ Intervening between -tl^e 
time that decision was made and the time you pressed for the 
suspension of this Hebrew language service, a memorandum came 
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up from Hew York saying it should be suspended, which was 
right in the face of the break on the anti— Seme t ic purges* 

MR. HARRIS: That is correct. 

MR. COHN: A teletype was sent down to you, which I have 

ri^t here, under date of December 4, 1952, marked "Urgent", 
saying, *Tel Aviv has just asked us to u se VC A a full blast 
on the recent Czech Anti-Seroetism Purges. 

"B* While Ant i-Semetlsro Purges behind the Curtain and 
where a tremendously important political issue has been 
handed the Hebrew Desk, is this the time to suspend Hebrew 
broadcasts?" 

A reply by teletype came back the same day: 

"Confirming our telephone conversation with regard to 
your questions for Reed Harris: 

"1. Hebrew. Harris will send memorandum instiucting 
suspension of Hebrew Language Broadcasts as soon as possible. 
He states that this was clearly a PAB decision pnd that nothli 
new has happened to change that decision. The cable from Te!. 
Aviv regarding Prague trials does not alter decision, par- 
ticularly In the light of current budget situation." 

And that was followed by a <^yped memorandum initialed by 
you under date December 5» ^952, confirming this decision and 
saying that you are aware of the puollc relations problem 
which could result, but saying that the weakness of the 
signal end the budget cuts mad'^ this essential- And on 
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December 11th a memorandum was sent down to you complaining 
violently about this, pointing out that it was not a fact 
tat the signal was weak, that broadcats had been getting 
through well before, that the ratings had been good, 14r, 
and excellent, and that the situation had been further im- 
proved by the fact that the Courier had arrived in the area, 
and pointing out that saving was virtually non-existent, 
tha t , Number 1, It wasn’t a large amount to start and , 

Number 2, if they followed your order, they would have to 
bring back these families from Israel and eat up any saving. 

MR. HARBI3: I ask your permission to talk on this, 

because there Is no other way to counteract the completely 
false implloation that is being built up here. 

MR. 00HN‘ 1 would like you to Iock at these. 

MR. HARRIS: 1 am not questioning that there is a se- 

quence built up here, you have developed in these hearin,;;8 - 
or you have said publicly, at least; I haven't read the tes- 
timony — that the Voice of America often proceeded ••’ithout 
instructions from Viashlngton, that it seemed to be going 
off without proper control; that there wasn 't the proper 
management control in Washington. It has been my Job for 
months to try to bring that control in, sometimes defied, 
with the support of people higher in the organization, some- 
times actually defied with the indirect and unintentional 
support of the House Appropriations Committee. 
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THE CHAIRMAN* May I interrupt? I just had ray atten- 
lon called to a ^ which is of great 

nportance. 1 do not intend to out you off on this, Mr. 

arris . 

Xarl , dr you want to tnlce over here? 

3EBAT0S Ml'SET: I to leave at a quarter to six. 

ruat ta seven minutes. I do not kno« ho» long he has to 

Cnllc on this. 

i.ip. KARPI3; i will do my best to limit it to *hat 

extent, if vou will listen. 

the CHAIFWAK: .And Mr. Harris has consented that his 

files be made available to us, with the understanding, of 
course, that the committee does not use any of the hearsay 
material in any of those files to embarrass him. They are 

not to be used publicly. 

T think in view of Ms consent that we obtain the files, 

ihe Becretarv cf State will most likely make his files 
available, an'^ that means that there will be an executive 
session. ’Ae will obtain those files, T assume, tomorrow. 

"P. HAPPIS: 3‘nator, Ur. Chairman, I have recited what 

I believe to have been a considerable sense of independence 
and dlsrej:ard of Washington by the Voice of America officlalsj 
in New York, time and time again, particularly as regards 
Budget matters. Time and time again we have told them to 
cut a certain it^m, and ve have been defied. One of the 
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reasons that we created the Program Allocations Board was 
to have an orderly way for the constderacloo by the top 
elements, of any such budget allocation as we have to make 

from tlire to time. 

This Board had met, had recommended that the Voice be 
ordered to make certain cuts. e were under the absolute 
necessity ol making cuts, in order to come within our rate 
of the year. We were under extreme indirect Grit iciara 
by the Chairman of the House Appropriations Committee tecause,j 

he said, we were usin^ money too fast. 

My position, aa the manager in Washington, was to en- 
force orders tha. seemed to roe to make sense in this budget 
business and therefore, as soon as tie election wasover, 
with the one caviat that it should not happen while the 
election was on, because it would cause a public uproar 
that '<>uld go five different waya, and we thought It was 
not proper to do that, that the subject of Hebrew was natural: 

an explosive one. 

3o when I found out, after the election, that they had 
not taken these steps, I consulted Hr. Oedalscla, I bellsvs 
Mr. Mlcoool, our Special Assistant, actually checked around 
also with Mr. Oednleola.. I believe Mr.Mloocbl, our Special 
assistant actually cheokod around also through Mr. Johnstone 
to the Hear East Bureau, or directly to the Hear East ajreau.. 
They said, "The thing le not effective In reaching the people 
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26 


Isreal., Ife ia Just not gettlnii there .« And I thought 
meant what Mr. Johler and Wr. Puhan had reported earlier 
that it was a matter of strength of signal entirely. Now, 
they apparently did not mean that, because the signal had 
been stepped up through this Coast Guard Cutter, the COURIER. 

I cannot, in ray position, know each channel that is going out 

I knew that this situation had developed in Russia. I 
felt that they — that we should certainly push that theme 
as hard as we could and tell as many people about itas pos- 
sible, but it was presented to me that this Hebrew thing 
was not reaching people effectively, that it Just wasn't 
a good thing to reach the target. 

I was also assured, c<=>rtainly by Mr. Puhan, that the 
other languages were reaching in there and reaching the 
same people, physical people, that we would cover, if we did 
pu t this in there . 

Ig this committee oould show that I softened up on' the 
policy line on this lovlet thing, it would be one thing, but 
this Is not. You ^.re trying to turn a budgetary action irto 
a Communist plot. 

MF. OOHN‘ How about the new budget for the next year? 
Has your office stated that there should be a fifty per cent 
cut in the Russian Service? 

MR. HARRIS: I am sure that we iiave made no recommsnda- 

klpnf from specific languages. 
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MR, CX)HM: Kaa your office given any Instructions what- 

soever or made any requests or sutmltted any proposed fi(-ure 
on the Budget for next year? 

MP. HAFFIS: It certainly has; under th^ order of Mr. 
J'odge, we are ordered to make very sharp cuts throughout our 
organization. 

•VP. COHN: And hove ’hose included a fifty per cent cut 

of the Fusslan service? 

UP. HARRIS: 1 can't Imagine It, because the Russian 

service Is the thing we preserve above everything. 

MR. COHN: Would you check that for us? 

MF . HARRIS: 1 would be glad to. I can't ima£^ine that. 

That would be fantastic, Senator. 

MI^. COHN": 1 9 what you have heard today the first you 

have heard of the fact that persons who were turned down 
for security clearance when they were supposed to come from 
Hl-Cog over to the Voice, are still employed over In Germany 
in the State Department? 

MP . HARRIS: That Is not the first time I have heard it. 

I heard It from Dr. Compton, In hie office. 

MR. COHN: Yes* Whet have you done about that? 

MR. HARRIS: Dr* Compton "did about It." He sent over 

a request that six persons who have still apparently not 
been clear absolutely certified as properly to 

be on our rolls by January 1st, or be off the rolls. And 
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MR. COHN; How about Mr. Schechter? 
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MR. HARRIS: I don't know Mr. Schechter, and I am not 
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sure that Is one of the names* sir. 
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I would have to check to see what oaaes are on the 
list of six that Dr, Compton requested either the properly 
cleared or dismissed from our rolls by January 1st. 

MR. COHNi Do ou know Donald Ogden Stewart? 

UR. HARRIS: No. I have seen him as a writer. I mean, 

1 have seen his writings many times. 

MR, COHN: But you have never met him? 

MR. HARRIS: No. 

MR. COHN: Do you recall an occasion when, in the 

spring of 1951, you were preparing some schedules for sub- 
mission to a congressional appropriations committee, and some 
issue arose between you and Mr. Thompson? You stated that 
you wanted to represent in the figures in the column for 
the certain year a certain figure as having been spent for th<i 
current year when Mr. Thompson and others at the meeting 
stated that it was not the true picture. Do you recall 
such a discussion? 

MR. HARRIS: I don't recall such a discussion, not 

specifically. I know that often the Voice in J^ew York 
disagreed with our figures and gave us figures that were 
one way one Tuesday and another way the next Thursday, and 
that that was what Dr. Compton had to fight when he came 
into our organization, to get reliable figures from New York'. 

I am not charging anything. to New York, but they were 
certainly careless. They would give us one set of figures 
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one day, and then we would ask them the next day, and get 
a different set of figures. Tba t was one of the great 
pains we bad. I don^t know wbat you are talking about. 

MR. COHN: Do you still consider Mr. Connors as tbe 

.top policy nan. In view of tbe testimony to the effect that 
he is abysmally Ignorant concerning politics, Communist 
strategy, and so on? 

MR. HARRIS: If be Is abysmally ignorant, he should 

not be tbe man. I thought tbe question was whether he 
considered himself an expert. 

MR. COHN: No, the testimony was quite specific. He 

stated he had never read any work by Marx, Engels, Lenin, 
or Stalin. 

MR. HARRIS: Those things do not seem to be absolutely 

necessary. ^ 

MR. COHN: Well, that is a matter of opinion. Number 

two, he stated that he had no familiarity with Communist 
stra.tegy or tactics, with Communist theory. Number three, 
in an interview with the staff be stated be had no idea 
what the Smith Act was, what tbe McCarran Act was, what 
any of the other Acts directed against communism on the 
statute books of this country were. 

He stated he knew nothing of the fight which resulted 
in the expulsion of Earl Browder as leader of tbe Communist 
Party of the United States in 1945. And so and so forth. 
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MR, HARRIS: I don’t see why he would necessarily know 
that, Counsel. 

MR, COHN: Yqu don^t see why he would know that? 

MR. HARRIS: He was out of the country. 

Well this Is the top man in policy for the 
entire information program, the main object of which at the 
moment, l assume, is countering Communist tactics and 
propaganda . 

MR. HARRIS: He used the top experts in the Depart- 

ment who were in the Intelligence area. Every day he has 

the statement of what they are doing and how they are doing 
it. 

MR. COHM: That, to me, is very implausible. He is the 

top policy man. I would Just submit that it is a very 
weak argument to say, -Well, he doesn^t know anything about 
it, but some of the other people under him know something 
about it. •• He is the one who makes policy decisions. 

MR. HARRIS: Mr. Chairman,! think that Mr. Connors must 

have mlalnterpnted the questions, or something, because 
certainly he does know, from day to day —when a man has 
fought communism the way he has. And every day he puts out 
directives that are anti-Communlst . He certainly learns 
something thereby. what i think he must have felt was that 
the committee wanted to know If he had been associated in 
the Communlstmovement and thereby learned. And certainly he 
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hasD^ t . 

HR« COHN: I can't go behind hie motives. I can only 

know what be did say here. 

Would you do us a favor? Would you read bis testimony? 

MR. HARRIS: Of course I will read bis testimony. 

MR. COHN: And would you ask him about his interview 

with tbe staff and bis knowledge of the Communist Party in 
the United States, tbe Communist movement generally, and then 
see what your judgment would be as to bis qualifications to 
hold tbe position he does? 

MR. HARRIS: I will make that analysis and do what I 

can with it ,sir , 

MR.SURINE: You pievlously testified that you were asked 

by Henderson to Join and work with his group. 

MR. COHN: More closely. 

MR.SURINE: More closely; something to that effect. 

MR. HARRIS: To that effect. ''You ought to work more 

closely with us." 

MR. SURINE: You also testified that at tbe time of 

that conversation you did not know Henderson to be a 
Communist . 

HR. HARRIS: I did not know blm to be a member of tbe 

Communist Party. I knew he was an advocate of collectivist 
Ideas . 

MR.SURINE: You mean you considered him to be a Marxist, 
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but you didn’t know whether he was paying dues to the party? 

Is that what you mean? 

MR. HARRIS: Yesj that is exactly what I meant. I had 

no idea he was a member of the Communist Party, but I did kno^r 
that he was a Marxist in philosophy. 

MR.3URINE: Now, looking back at it, you now realize 

that he was askingyou to join the Communist Party, do you 


not? 

MR. HARRIS: Well, I honestly — I still don’t know tha 

I think ho might have been aeking mo to join closely with 
the Social Problems Club or some inner circle of the Social 
Problems Club. 

you 

MR.SURINE: Well, in your book/described him as a 

Communist. 

MR. HARRIS: j(nd I used lower case letters. 

MR. SURINE: You testify here thatyou understood him 


to be a Marxist. 

MR. HARRIS: Yes, I did. 

MR. SURINE: You testified that he asked you to work 

moreclosely with his group. 

MR. HARRIS: That is correct. 

MR. SURINE: That was in response to a question as to ' 

whether you had been. asked to join the party. 

MR. HARRIS: I said that the only asking that I had 
had was that asking. And I don’t know that that was any 
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asking to Join the party. I am not trying to equivocate, 
gaytoe he was asking me tbat« But I did not know he was as 
Ing me to do that, 11 that Is what he was doing. 

UR. SURINE: y<>u dldn^t know at the time? 

MR. HARRIS: No. I would guess that was very possibly 

wbat be was leading to. 

MR. SURINE: Your opinion now is that it may have been 

an invitation to join? 

MR. HARRIS: That or an affiliated group, yes. 

MR, SURINE: Now, tbe next point: Were you in tbe 

Far East with Sbep Stone, Bradford Connors, and that group? 

MR. HARRIS: I |»as not. 

MR. SURINE: You were not in tbe Far East? 

MR, HARRIS: I have never been in the Far East yet. 

MR. SIIRINJK: How close are you associa-ted with Richard - 

Sanger? 

MR. HARRIS: I am not sure that I know which man he is. 

I know a Mr. Sanger. Whether he is Richard Sanger, I couldn* 
swear. Is be now in the Near East' Bureau? 

MR. SURINE: Isn’t he in charge of the Near East 

Bureau? Richard Sanger? 

MR. HARRIS: 1 do know that Mr. Sanger slightly. 

MR. SURINE: He has been in that position for a period 

of several months? 

MR, HARRIS: Well, he may have been acting in it. 
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Actually, Mr. Shepard Stone — Mr; Shepard Jones; 
excuse me. He vras the man in charge there.. 

MR. SURINE: Is Shep Jones the one who concurred in 

your or d er to discontinue the Hebrew broadcast Just men- 
tioned? 


MR. HARRIS: I don't think he was still the chief then. 

I did not make this check directly , sir . We work through 
staffs . 

MR. SURINE: Just a moment. Would you please read that 

memorandum you have there? The blue sheet? 

MR. HARRIS: The blue sheet. 

MR. SURINE: You will see a sentence there that the 

Near East Bureau concurs or approves. 

MR. HARRIS: That is right. 

MR. SURINE: Now, you drew up that memorandum, did you 

not? 


MR. HARRIS: I did. 

MR. SURINE: Who in the Near East Bureau concurred in 

your decision? 

MR. HARRIS: I was informed by my staff people in IFI - 

that is the field office of IIA, International Information 
Administration, the Near East part of it — that they recom- 
mended it, that they had also checked the Bureau of Near 
Eastern Affairs. I have no way of knowing which person. I 
wold have to try to trace that back. 
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MR.SURIME: Did you not consider that a very Inportant 

decision, in the Ight of the Slansky trial? 

MR. HAimiS: Yes, sir. 

MR» SURINE: And it being important, did you take the 

opportunity to check personally to determine that question? 

MR, HARRIS; I did not recheck it personally. I have 
reason to press my staff members, and they report to me 
accurately. They were very clear on it. 

MR* SURINE; And at the time when you issued this, the 
authorities in New York were protesting, as your wires will 
show. 

MR* HARRIS; I have not seen allthese wires at the time. 
They don^ t always come to me just because they are addressed 
to me * 

MR* SURINE; That is all. 

MR. HARRIS; These are sent on behalf of names, right 
and left. 

MR, SCHINE; How did you go about getting your book 
published, the football book? 

MR. HARRIS; I didn’t go about getting my book publish- 
ed at all, really. This is what happened. I will recite it 
very simply. 

There was a lot of publicity, headline publicity, about 
my experiences at Columbia. You will even find it listed 
in the World Almanac for that year, it was so noisy. It was 
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the complete boop-de-doo. So I was a oaae they could use 
for selling books. 

MR, SCHINE: That who could use? 

HARRIS: A publisher. Two different publishers 

called me in that period, the late George Putnam, who was 
of Amelia Earbart, and Mr. James Henry of the 
Vanguard Press. They both called me. What Mr. Putnam wantec 
to do was somehow to pull documents out of the Columbia 
Athletic Association office and make use of those in the 
book, which apparently would have Involved illegal activity, 
and I had nothing to do with it. i walked out of bis office 
very fast. I went over to see Mr. Henry about the same time, 
and be said, "Well, you can write a book on football, and 
you better put in a few other things about the American 
colleges right now, and wo are prepared to give you a normal 

author‘8 contract, and with all this publicity it will sell 
i^ery rapidly. 

Wol V tha t was it. 

MR. SCHINE: How about the WolfeBstate? What was that? 

MR. HARRIS: The Wolfe Estate is a printing organiz^*- 

ion, a book making house, in the city of Mew York, it 

Tints and binds and distributes books. That is the H. Wolfe 
state. 

You will find them listed in Publishers Weekly, i think, 
till. That is a standard book bouse. That has nothing to 
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do, as far as I know, — unless they could have an Interest 
in some of these publishing firms. They often do. These 
printing houses often do that. But 1 had no connection, 
no knowledge of that. 

MR. SCHINE: Do you know if any of these two are tied 

up with Communist Party activities? 

MR. HARRIS: My God, it would be a great shock to me 

if a publisher as reputable as that were tied up with 
Communist activities. You mean the Vanguard Press? I don't 
see how the printer could be tied in, because a printer is 
not responsible for everything that goes through his shop, 

I wouldn’t think. But the publisher certainly knows what 
he is putting out. 

The only thing I eversaw of theirs that i remember being 
very left-wing w^s that I believe they put out something by 
Upton Sinclair, or somebody of that sort, some years before 
the management that I knew came in. 

The Vanguard Press name — I may say this — the Van- 
guard Press name at one stage was identified, I think, with 
quite a left wing series of publications, but it certainly 


had been turned over to new management. 

SENATOR MUNDT: VFas that not the name — just thiiking 

out loud, it seems to me back in the days of World War II 
that was the name of a Nazi press. But I do not think it was 
this man. I think you will find he is a thoro^S^^y reliable mdn 
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man . 

MR. SURINE: One last question. You collaborated with 

Jacob Baker In this book Government Benefits. You testified 
that you performed the research. 

Did you see this book in its final form before it went 
to the printer? 


MR. HARRIS: Not before itwent to the printer, no. And 

I would have seen it. I would have seen it but for^just the 
plain accidental fact that there was a great burry to make 
the deadline. 


MR. SURINE: I see. . Did you see any parts of the book 

in its final form before it went to the printer, in working 
with Jacob Baker? 

MR. HARRIS: I do not think I ever saw any part of the 

book in its final form. 

MR. SURINE: You remember this book pretty clearly, do 

you, called Government Benefits? 

MR. HARRIS: Not its content. I don't remember its 

content very specifically, sir. 

MR. SURINE: What do yu mean by ’’very specifically”? 

MR. HARRIS: Well, I mean I remember he was talking 

about — 


MR. SURINE: Have you read this book? 

MR. HARRIS: I read it about 1937. I haven't read it 

since. 
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MR. SURINE: At tbd tine when you read It, did you 

approve ol It? 

MR. HARRIS: 1 dooM reaember — It Is bard to explaib 

Whenever you have worked on a. — 

MR. SURINE: Mo, here is the thing. 

MR. HARRIS: I did not have an opinion for or against 

it, 

MR. SURINE: You claim to be a violent antl-Communist . 

MR. HARRIS: IS this a pro->Communlst book? 

UR. SURINE: I can show you some sections out of it that 

are rather astounding. We don^t have time today. But what 
I am trying to get at: You have claimed you were antl- 

Communist. You helped research material that went into 
this book. You now state you read it finally in *37. It 
came out in *36. ' 

MR. HARRIS: I saw pieces of it in process. 

MR. SUillNE: That is what l am trying to ask you. 

MR. HARRIS: In process, but not in final form. 

MR. SURINE: And do you recall registering protest 

against any of those pieces? 

MR, HARRIS: Not the pieces I saw. 

MR. SURINE: Or any part of it? 

UR. HARRIS: Because I didn* t see all the paits . I say 

as to the pieces I saw I registered no protest. I wouldn"* t 
have any reason to protest about parts that I didn*t see. 
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I would like to go back and look at the book, if i can 

get a copy from the library, and see what was In there. i 
contributed a page and a half, i think, of customs duties, 
which is listed there as an example of what goes into a 

Government list. And that book was actually written more 
by Jacob Baker — 

May I say this. My best recollection is that Jacob 
Baker dictated most of this book personally in a great 
white heat. I mean a hurry. He just dictated it. Then he 
called upon three writers to help him out on It, a Miss 
Martha Gellborn, who was then working for the FBRA , who was 
the wife of Ernest Hemingway — 

MR.SURINE; Did you know Martha Gellborn? 

MR. HARRIS; I knew Martha Gellborn. 

MR. SURIKE: Did you know she was at lea^ pro-Communlst 

at that time? 


MR. HARRIS: No, I did not. 

MR. COHN; I want to ask one last thing. Do yoja know 
19 about a directive that has come from Mr. Bradley Connors to 


the New York office of the Voice of America stating that fro, 
now on no mention of any Communist anyjrhere in the world la 
be used in any broadcast? 

% 

MR. HARRIS: Those approximate words have gone to Hew 


York. 


26 


MR. COHN; What is that? Just a little something to bridj 
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about a reduct to ad abeurdua in this, concerning this Howard 
Fast thing? 

MR. HARRIS: I t is carried out as Mr. McArdle, the 

Assistant Secretary of State, ordered, on his understanding 
of what this committee wan ted » 

MR. COHN: Would you look into that, please? 

MR. HARRIS: Of course, I will. But I am not concerned 
with it. I have bad nothing to say about it. 

MR. COHN: You don^t know whether the order came out of 

your office or not? If it did, it would merely have been 
a formality? 

MR, HARRIS: I certainly don^t remember initialing it, 

but there have been several stages of this thing in the past 
few days, and I can’t remember just where I got in. .1 know 
that the order was actually made, the original order, by 
Mr.McArdle, the Assistant Secretary for Public Affairs. 

SENATOR MUNDT: What is your plan, Mr. Cohn? Are wo 

througjiwith Mr. Harris? 

You are right here in Washington, are you not? 

MR. HARRIS: I am here in Washington, at the disposal of 

the committee. 

SENATOR MUNDT: Nothing fron^ this committee ever 

emanated which should give Mr. Connors or anybody else the 
idea that from now on no mention of any Communist anywhere 
in the world is to be used in any broadcast of the Voice. 
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That would be stupid. 

Ml. COHN; As It was put to us by one of the top 
people up at the Voice, what it appears to be is an idea, 
"If they want to play games, we will reduce this to a 
ridiculous level." 




SENATOtl MUNDT; Iflllyou check up whether Mr.Connors 
sent such a directive, and if not whose idea it was? 

MR. HARRIS: He sent that at the direction of Mr. 

McArdle, the Assistant Secretary of State for Public Affairs. 
MR. COHN: Did Mr. Connors write it? ' 

MR. HARRIS: I don’t know the circumstances. I know 

Mr.Mc^rdle has acknowledged he ordered it and it is bis 
idea . 


SENATOR MUNDT: Let us find out if that is an exact 

quote . 

All right. We will stand in recess. 

(Whereupon, at 6:05 o’clock p.m., Monday, 
February 23, 1953, a recess was taken to the call of 
the Chair.) 
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